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Aegislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 25th September, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,

and read prayers.

[For *‘Questiona on Notice’' and ‘‘Papera
Presented’’ see ' Votes and Proceedings.’’]

PAPERS—PERENJORI AND KULIN
HOTEL LICENSES.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—-
Moore) [4.40]: As many hon. members of the
House may desire to have before them par-
ticulars regarding the Perenjori and Kulin
hotel licenses, it is my desire to lay the papers
conecerning them on the Table of the House.

QUESTION—REPATRIATION BILL.

Mr. MONEY (without notice) "asked the
Premier: In view of the undertaking given by
the Premier to the House on the 3rd September
that a Bill to repurchase estates and settle
goldiers on the land would be introduced im-
mediately the Address-in-reply was finished,
when will that Bill be introduced?

The PREMIER replied: The Bill has al-
ready been introduced, and is set down for the
second reading. It is my intention to proceed
with the Bill at the eartiest possible moment,

BILL—INTERPRETATION.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Councll,

SITTING HOUR, ALTERATION,
The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [4.44]: T move—

That for the remainder of the session the
House, unless otherwise ordered, shall meet
on Thursday, as well as on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays, at 4.30 p.m., instead of at 11
am., as previously ordered, and shall sit
until 6,15 p.m., if necessary, and, if requl-
site, from 7.30 p.m. onwards.

We have tried this innovation, and I think hen.
members will agree that it has failed. The
old order of things is frequently found to be
the best. I was not aware at the time T
agread to this amendment that this departure
had been tried some years ago withont suecess.
Mr. O'Loghlen: We were surprised to hear
that you were in favour of the experiment.
The PREMIER: Tt is ccrtainly most incon-
venient for Ministers, and T think it i3 most
inconvenient for the large majority of mem-
bers of the House. Those who spoke against
the amendment were perfectly right in their
contention that to meet at 11 a.m. wonld be
inconvenient to Ministers and also to many
private members, When hon. members were
returned to this House, they must have been
geized of the position, that they would come to
a Honse which sat every afternoon at half-
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past four o'clock. Business people, and others
who are closely oceupied during the day, find
it most ineonvenient to come to this House in
the forencon, T think hon. members will agree
that the innovation has failed to achieve its
object. No doubt it may have convenienced
one or fwo hon. members, but certainly it has
inconvenienced a large majority of the House,
and thereforc T have thought it my duty 1o
ask the House to return to the old order of
things, which has obtained o long, and which
has proved in the main a success,

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) {4.48]: The
Premier has taken me entirely by surprise
in gubmitting this motion so soon after the
introduction of the change. The occasion is
one on whitch I might reasonably indulge in
the satisfaction of saying, ‘‘T told you so.”’
When the change was mooted, I held the
view that meeting at 11 am. would prove
cutirely inconvenient to the House as well
as to Ministers. That view was not then
shared by the Premier, who has now come
round to the view I held a menth ago. 1,
on the other hand, have now adopted the
point of view which the Premier held a
month ago. While the hon. gentleman is now
convinced that I was right a month age, T,
as the result of experience gained during the
past four weeks, am convinced that he was
right a month ago, and T hold that we should
continue Thursday’s morning sitting. The
Premier has said that the innovation has
proved a failure; but have we given it a fair
trial? Four weeks i3 hardly a sufficient time
to justify the wisdom or otherwise of day
gittings. It is true that on Thuraday fore-
noon the at{endance of hon. members has not
been over-large; but that, T think, has been
due merely to the fact that members have
not vet settled down to the new order of
things. How will the reversion to the old
order mect the views of the member for
Williams-Narrogin ~ (Mr.  Johnston), for
whose convenience, chiefly, the change was
made? There is the same need now as there
was four weeks ago for that hon. member
and other hon. members of the Country
party to cateh trains on Thuraday evening.
The day sitting suits me personally very well,
but in the interests of the Premier and his
Ministers I am disposed to be considerate and
to abanden Thursday’s day sitting. Let me
point out that in this matter the Government
have really bad no assistance from those
members to whom they might have looked
to make day nsitting a suceess. In the guarter
from which the demand for day sitting came,
there has heen abhsolute indifference, except
on the part of the member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering). Particularly has the day sitting
reeeived no snpport from the member for
Williams-Narrogin {Mr. Johnston) and the
member for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse), who were
loudest in demanding the change; and the
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) we
have not seen at all on Thursday forenoons.
Perhaps those hon. members canght the train
which left on Wednesday evening. Certainly,
the attendance during the day sittings has
reflacted no credit on the Houwse—six or
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seven members conducting the country’s
businesa!  In particular, the members of the
Country party were conspicuous by their ab-
sence; possibly they were to be found at the
Shaftasbury theatre.

Mr, PIESSE (Toodyay) [4.56]: As the
leader of the Opposition has seleeted these
cross benches for special attention, may I say
that his memory has proved as uareliable as
his judgment frequently does. T was not pre-
gent during the debate on the amendment for
day sitting. Tt waa thought at the time, T
underatand, that day sitting would suit coun-
try members; but the train service has made
it of little use to us. We now feel that it
would be better, if only in the interests of
Miniaters, to revert to the old sitting hours
As regards keeping a House, we do not ad-
mit the aceusation that we have failed to
assist in making the House on Thursday fore-
noon. These ¢ross beunches have been well
represented on every Thursday since the
change was made.

Mr. Stubbs: T have never been away from
the Chamber on Thuradays.

Hon. P. ©ollier: But you were in the

Chaeir,
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. PIESSE: In the best interests of the

House we should return to the old meeting
hour of 4.30 p.m. on Thursdays.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [458]: Despite
what has been urged by the Premier and the
leader of the Opposition, I do not find myself
in accord with their view. Of course it would
be hopeless to oppose the motion, having re-
gard to the expressions of opinion which have
been given; but, in my opinion, the Premier’s
remark that day sitling has proved a failure
is merely an expression of his desire that day
gitting shonld prove a failure. If meagre at-
tendance makes a failure, then the attendance
last night made yesterday’s sitting a failure.
There is a great deal of hypoerisy on that
point. This House has been counted dozens
of times during evening sittings because of
non-attendance of members. In no sense have
day sittings proved a failure,

The Minister for Works: But they have
proved a great inconvenience to Ministers.

Mr. TROY: To Ministers it may be; but
that is the enly ground for the aceusation of
failore. The attendance at day sittings has
bheen something like that at evening sittings.
The day sittings on Thursday have been in
force for only one month, and T regret the
deprecating tone of the leader of the Opposi-
tion as to the eonvenience of members. The
Government are bringing forward the present
motion merely because it snits them.

The Premier: No. Day sitting inconveni-
ences n number of members,
Mr. TROY: When hon. members were

elected to this House, they did not come here
on an understanding that they must assemble
at a eertain hour of the afternoon, but with
the knowledge that they could fix the hours of
gitting. Members have a right to arrange the
sitting hours to suit their own convenience,
irrespective of the convenience of Ministers.
Although it seems hopeless to oppose the
motion, nevertheless T do so. If one day sit-
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ting per week suits the convenience of & num
ber of members, that fact should receive con-
sideration. My opinion is that day sitting has
not proved a failure, If it has been a failure,
then many other sittings have equally
proved failures.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W, J.
George—Murray-Wellington} [5.0]: The hon.
member who has just resumed his seat, having
oceupied the Speaker’s Chair for a number of
years, no doubt has had many opportunities
for observation which have been denied to
others. T am not going to contest the question
a8 to whether the House is or is not right in
fixing the times at which the sittings should
be held, but I take it that in fizing the hours
there should be taken into comsideration the
fact that day sittings aterially interfere with
the work which Ministers have to perform.
There is no possibility of taking up the office
work in the evening at the conclusion of a day
sitting. The House would not expect the offi-
cers of departments like the Public Works or
Water Supply to work all day and then to be
at the call of Ministers after five o’clock in
the evening. Ministers can carry out their
work in their oifices and attend the sittings of
Parliament afterwards, but if they are to be
here during the day, when are they to perform
their Ministerial duties$ The only time would
be at night, when it would be unreasonable to
oxpeet the officers of the departments to at-
tend after having devoted the whole day to
their work.

Mr. FLoghten: 1f you had made that
specch 2 month ago the result might have
been different.

The MIXNTSTER FOR WORKS: If T had
been here T certainly would have made it
There are 800 or 1,000 men in the departments
which T control and any delay in dealing with
matters affecting the working of those de-
partments mcans additional expense to the
State. With day sittings of Parliament it is
absolutely impossible even by putting in extra
hours at night to keep things going., The
leader of the Opposition knows that one or two
Cabinet meetings must be held each week and
the time oceupied has to be taken out from
the hours given by Ministers to their work. In
addition to that if we take a whole day a
week to devote to Parliamentary Juties wa
canhot carry on our work in either an econo-
mieal or business like way. For many years
past a certain number of memberz have ex-
pressed a desire that there should be sittings
in the day time. We have tried the day sit-
ting, and T amn glad to say it bas failed. If
it had been insisted upen Ministers would have
been nothing more than rubber stamps in
their departments. Yf hon. members want
something more than that they cannot con-
tinue to expect day sittings.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williama - Narrogin)
[5.5]: So far as T ean see the numbers are up
and the vested city interests have won again.
I would not have spoken but for the charae-
teristically inaccurate speech of the leader of
the Opposition, who saw fit to allode to my-
self and some of the members sitting on the
cross henches, The hon. member said that he
had seen & number of members of the Country
party at a theatre on Thursday evenings. T#
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he did, they were there after having done a
hard day’s work, and if some hon. members
inissed their trains and echose to go to the
theatre, I fail to see that that is a reflection
against them. So far as I am concerned, I
have always advocated day sittings of Parlia-
ment and day sittings ouly. The Federal Par-
liament can earry on its work in the daytime,
and other Parliaments do so as well. I have
not seen any sign of failure in the day sittings
which we have had. It might have been that
while some hon, members opposite were weary-
ing the House with long and discursive
speeches, 1 was outside the Chamber sattending
to some of my correspondence, but the same
thing occurs in the evening. The system of
sitting at night is a relic of the aneient days
when there was no paymeunt of members, when
members looked after their own businesses
during the day and came along to give the
public the fag-end of their energies after their
own work had been attended to,

The Minister for Works: They did not do
hadly either.

Mr, JOHNSTON: To-day we are well paid
for looking after the people’s business, and
day sittings should have first claim on the
enerpies of the representatives of the people.
I prefer day sittings, bnt as I said at the be-
ginning, the numbers are up and vested city
interests have won again.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [5.8]: 1 sup-
ported the innovation when it was submitted
at the beginning of the session, and of course
at this stage T intend to oppose the motion.
We have not given the change a fair chance.
We received an assurance that the work on
Thursday would be confined to the daytime,
and it was expected that the House wonld ad-
journ at about five o'clock, but on two occa-
sions the husiness was carried on until after
the tes adjournment, and on one occasion we
sat wntil after nine o’elock, If the day sitting
proved a failure it was because the Govern-
ment themselves did not give it a fair chance.
T do not see that the remarks of the leader of
the Opposition about the attendance of mem-
bers at theatres after the adjournment cut
much ice, inasmuch as the Government kept us
here longer than it was thought would be done.
I supported the motion originally to suit my
own private convenience and also because on
two of the sitting days Ministers could attend
to their official duties and devote the eveninga
to parliamentary work, and on the third day
they would perhaps welcome the change here
after perhaps late sittings on the two previous
evenings. I thought also that it would have
the effeet of removing some of that irritability
from which the Minister for Works sometimes
suffers. or that at any rate it would not be s0
pronounced if we released him from one late
evening’s sitting. It seems as if the metion
had been introduced for the purpose of con-
veniencing eity members. They have been
elected to give the best of their time to parlia-
mentary work and if it is necessary to do that
work in the daytime it should be done then.
Parliamentary duties are sufficiently important
for members to attend to Juring the day, in-
stead of which we sometimes find that they are
treated as a side line. Tt seems clear that the
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innovation is being discarded because city
members are being inconvenienced. 1 see mo
reagon for supporting the motion of the Pre-
mier.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.12]: [ do not see how it ig pos-
gible for Ministers to come here during the
daytime. We know that on Monday Ministers
spend a good part of the day in Cabinet; on
Tuesday morning they have to look after the
questions which have to be answered i Par-
liament; on Wednesday the Executive Council
is held, and on Thursday they have to give up
the whole day to Parliament, while on Friday
the greater part of the day is taken up by re-
ceiving deputations. Under these conditions
how is the work of Ministers to be earried on?
Are Mlinisters expected to take their work
home on the free nightas that they have? [
bas to be remembered that what is wanted
just now is zdministration, and we cannot ex-
peet that if we keep Miniaters here for a whole
day. T am pleased that the Premier bas
brought the motion forward; in fact I was
surprised at the beginning of the session that
he gave a thought to day sittings. The ex-
periment has not been a success because it will
be remembered that on two occasions in the
morning I found it necessary to eall attention
to the state of the Housge.

Mr. Troy: That has occurred bundreds of
times on Thursday nights as well.

Mr. Willeock: What about last night? Half
the time there were only six members pre-
sent!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: In order that the
business . of the country may be carried onm
properly it is necessary that Ministers should
be able to devote the day to their office duties.
I intend to support the motion.

Mr., PICKERING (Sussex) [5.14]: It was
originally thought that tbe Thursday sitting
would be confined to the day time, whereas
on two occasions the House has sat until
after the tea adjournment and on one ocea-
sion did not rise until nine o'vlock. I intend
to support the metion, because Ministers are
hampered in their departmental work. That
being the case it is impossible for us to con-
tinve the praectice of sitting during the day
time on Thursday.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.15]: If we
desgire to give greater attention to our par-
liamentary duties we can meet on Monday
and on Friday at the same time a8 we meet
now. But I share the opinion that Ministers
have not time fo give to their administrative
work. Not only does the Minister for Works
carry home his files with him, but I believe
that, as a matter of faet, bhe carrics his
under secretary with him also.

Mr. Troy: But there is no work going on
in the Works Department.

Mr. LAMBERT: Apparently the Minister
is going on all the time in one form or an-
other.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister for Works
is mot under discussion.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yet it would seem that
he is the Minister most concerned. However,
I think that possibly the best hounr at which
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to meet 19 4.30 paw, If the session is at all
likely to be prolonged, I think the Govern-
ment should consider adding another sitting
day, say Monday or Friday.

Hon. P. Collier: That would not get over
the difficulty of the Minister for Works.

Mr. LAMBERT: When the Minister for
‘Works i3 working he is all right; it is only
when talking that he goes astray. T would
certainly like the Government to consider the
advisability of sitting an extra day each
week, if by this means we can obviate any
undue prolongation of the session,

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.17]: The
inuovation has not had sufficient trial. I ap-
peal to metropolitan members to show a little
consideration for those who live in country
districts. Country members are prepared to
come here and do their duty, but frequently
we have to waste our time here during the
day, whilst metropolitan members attend to
their private businesses until 4.30 p.mn., and
then come strolling up to the House. In all
serionsness, I say that some metropolitan
members seem to regard politics as a past-
time, a side line. Those of us who have to
leave our homes for the whole week are not
asking anything extraordinary when we appeal
for the day sitting on Thursday. The system
obtains in the Commonwealth Parliament,
and also in the State Parliament of Victoria.
I hope the House will consider the con-
venience of country members, and give this
innovation 2 little longer trial. There is no
reason why we should noi meet at 11 a.m.

on Thursday and adjonrn not later than
tea time.
Mr, JONES (Fremantle) [5.20]: So rare

a privilege is it for me to he able to agree
with the member for Katanning that T can-
not resist the temptation to add my quota in
condemnation of the motion. There can be no
doubt that the day sitting on Thursday
has not had a fair trial. If, after only three
wecks the Housc shows the country that it
does not know its own mind, we shall be
holding ourselves up to ridicule. I am con-
vinced that if Country party members de-
cide to attend more regularly on the Thurs-
day mornings, we shall not again hear the
complaint as to the small attendances hefore
noon on that day. Just as we are becoming
accustomed to running the busincss in aec-
cordance with the interests of the members
on the ¢ross benches, it is rather hard to have
to alter the system at so short a notice, I
plead for another three weeks’ trial of the
day sitting. If, at the end of that peried,
it is decided to revert to the old system, we
can then do so without less of dignity.

Question put and passed.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Agrienitural Lands Purchage Act (1909)
Amendment,

2, Church of England Diocesan Fund and
Land.

Tntreduced by the Premier.
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MOTION—SMELTING WORKS AT GER-
ALDTON.

Me. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [5.24]: T
move—

That in the opinion of this House, in
order to encourage the production of base
metals in the northern portions of the
State, a State swelting works shonld be
erceted in Geraldion.

Before dealing with the actual motion X should
like to hriefly relate the history of lead
mining in this State. T notice in a curious
oli alamane, which was referred to by the
member for Greenough the other day, that
so far back as 1838 the Geraldine mines were
in netive existence. At that time they were
able to produce lead, and mine it profitably
at £10 per ton. Successful mining operatione
were carried on for eight or ten  years,
when, owing to the price receding to £6 per
ton, the operations bad to cease. However, as
the result of the Franco-Prussian war in
1870 the prices of lead again roge aund, in
consequence, there was a resuscitation of the
industry in the Geraldine district. Those
mines continned working succesafully for
eight or nine years, when the price fell to
£7 per ton, and lead mining once more be:
eame unprefitable. In 1902 lead was required
in various parts of Australia, and a motion
was moved in this Houae for the ercetion of
a smelter in Geraldton for the encourage
ment of the mining of lead ore. However,
the movement was not successful, and the
proposed smelter was not erected. But, as the
result of the discovery of telluride ore in Kal
goorlie, it become necessary to establish
smelting works for its treatment. The
smelter was erected at Fremantle. In the
conrse of the treatment of telluride ore ai
the smelter, lend had to be mixed in certain
proportions. The question arose as to where
the lead was to be obtained. None wasg be
ing produced in the State at the time, and it
was seriously proposed to import the metal
However, the Government, whe to some ex
tent were behind the smelting company, de
sired that an attempt should be made te pro-
cure lead in Western Australia before any
orders for it should be given abroad. The
Fremantle smelting piant was not ecrected
for the purpose of dealing with lead ore at
all, but principally for the purpose of deal
ing with telluride and kindred ores. TEver
at the present time the whole of the capital
cost of that plant, only about 25 per cent, ot
whieh is in use, is made a charge on the lead
mining industry.

The Minister for Mines:
that out?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Only about one-guarter
of the plant is heing used at present. The
smelting company have a very large plant al
Fremantle.

The Minister for Mines:
pay-

Mr. WILLCOCK: They have to pay in
terest on the money, of course. Bui the plant
is mot being utilised to anything like its ful
eapacity, and those who use it have to pajy
charges covering interest and sinking fund or

How do you worl

For which they
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the ecapital value of the plant, which, I am
quite safe in saying, is not being utilised to
anything like 50 per cent. of its capacity.

The Minister for Mines: The original own-
ers are not the present owners.

Mr. WILLCOCK: B8till, if the plant were
being used to its full capacity the charges,
presumably, would be reduced considerably.
Une of the greatest complaints in conmnection
with the Fremantle Trading Company is that
their plant is not a smelting works in the
proper wneaning of the term. That is to say,
they only pay on returns for one purpose,
namely the extraction of lead. Acecording to
the official records, the original Geraldine
mines were known to contain as much as 20
ozs. of silver to the ton. However, by reason
of the plant at Fremantle being unable to ex-
tract any silver, the whole of that produet is
being wasted, and as I say, the mines at
Geraldine in elose proximity to those worked
in the olden days possibly produce half the
value of ore which was obtained in the olden
times. Instead of 20 ounces of silver they
may only get ten ounces at present. About
two years ago serions attention was given to
the old lead mining fields at Geraldine, and
atter prospecting and working in that centre
for some time, something good was discov-
ered, on which miners are working at the pre-
sent time. The member for Greemough and
the member for Kalgoorlie gave some figures
as to the output of these mines during the last
twelva months, and a return has been laid on
the table of the House in regard to them,
therefore, L shall not say much in reference to
the awmocunt of lead that is being produced
there. One of the things which the people have
to complain about is the prices charged for
smelting. Before the war the average price
charged at the Cockle Creek Works in New
South Wales was £1 1la. a ten. [ have copies
of the invoices here. For lead from White
Peak the Sulphide Corporation charged for a
particular ghipment £1 11s. a ton. I have here
a letter in reference to a shipment by Webb &
Co. of White Peak, which gives these partieu-
lars—

Referring to Mr. Webb’s shipment, T
have on our file the smelting charge of 30s.
debited against Webb for this charge. This
was in January, 1915; war was on then, why
these tremendous increases sincef

The net assay value of the ore was 48.21 per
cent. The value of the lead was £18 3s. 94.,
and aceording to the fipures which I have, the
net return would be £6 15s. 6d. per ton less
the smelting charge of £1 11s,, which would
give an average return of £5 44. 6d. per ton.
Unfortunately the quantity treated was not
large, and did not give much encouragement
to go on. Qut of a total of over 104 tons the
amount received was only £39. T do not say
that T altogether agree with the views of the
correspondents on the matter, but there is a
serious cause for complaint in the way the
smelting charges have rigzen in three or four
years. One man in writing says—

I suppose you will langh when I say my
opinion is that German influenee undoubt-
edly is the eause to cripple all lead mines by
excessive smelting charges; therefore to
stop Australia exporting lead is their aim,
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The fact that the price has risen so consider-
ably from £1 11s. per ton to £6—a matter
of 300 per cent.—is peculiar. Various opinions
have been offered, but peopls do not know how
to account for it, This man has the idea that
there is some German influence at the bottom
of it. 'We should have some satisfactory ex-
planation as to the reason why the charges
have increased. The cost of firewood and
labour, which are the main things in smelting
works, have not advanced considerably. The
correspondent from whom I was quoting just
now says—
We fiud from statistics that 47 years ago
lead was sent from here to England and pre-
sumably made to pay, at £6 per ton. We
are advancing, are we not, in commerce and
science——47 years of it in lead commerce does
not seem to have benefited the industry.
I have another invoice in comnection with lead
which has been smelted from the same ore of
which I was apeaking previously, and it is
very illuminating in regard to moisture. That
is one of the complaints as to the treatment
at the Fremantle Trading Works. Instead of
there being three or four per cent. of moisture
in thia particular shipment, the percentage of
moisture was .3, or one-tenth of what it was
in the previous quantity treated. The journey
of a fortnight or three weeks is not much, and
would not account for it altogether. The dif-
ference hetween the moisture in two or three
weeks is excessive. One resnlt is ten times as
much as the result from the ore from another
place. As was sugpested before in connection
with silver, thie particular shipment, which ne
one ever dreamt contained silver at all, was
sent to the Sulphide works at Cockle Creek,
and they gave credit for one ounce per ton of
gilver in the shipment, and this was a ship-
ment which it was not thought contained any
gilver at all. The return, aceording to this
particular invoice, was only abont £4 Gs. per
ton on 50 per cent. ore. T have here the prices
charged for lead to be treated at the Sulphide
Corporation Works at Cockle Creek, and thev
do not compare very favourably with the charge
at Fremantle at the present time. But there
is a different method of arriving at these
charges. The iwo companies operating have
different methods. The Sulphide Corporation
charge £2 53, per ton on a basis for smelting,
and on top of that charge there is la. 7d. for
every unit they treat of 50 per cent. stuff,
which would amount to £3 19s. 2d., or £6 4s. 24,
per tom, to treat the ore at these works.

The Minister for Mines: Where is that?

Mr. WILLCOCK: At the Sulphide Com-
pany’s smelting works at Cockle Creek. This
invoice and scale of charges has been obtained
within the last twelve months, It is a printed
document which anyone can see.

The Minister for Mines: They charge £6.

Mr, WILLCOCK: They charge £6 now; that
is the bagia of the smelting charge. I say there
is a peculiar inconsistency in tha two com-
panies operating. One company charges at a
certain rate per tor and then advanee the price
for every unit of lead per ton of ore; while
the Fremantle Trading Company have a base
charge on 70 per cent. stuff and advenee the
price as the quality of the ore comes down.
They base their charge on a different method
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altogether. tor lead which containsg about ov
per ceat. of ore the Sulphide Corporation charpe
L2 5s. per ton and ls. 7d. per unmit.,, which
works out at £6 4s. 7d. per ton. 'The Lre-
maintle Trading Company have a standing
charge of £6 per ton for 70 per cent. ore, and
an additional penalty of 1s. per ton is charged
for every uait under 70 per ceat., that is on
30 per cent. ore. This would be 20 units below
the standard for which they have a fixed charge
and a penalty of 1s. per ton; and on 20 units,
that would amount to £1. The 50 per cent. ore
and the advance in charge is unfavourable to
the lFremantle company to the extent of 16s,
per ton, and on top of that the most important
feature of all-—for products such as silver,
gold, copper, or anything which may be in the
ore there is no consideration given by the
Fremantle company, becanse they do not treat
it in that way, They do not treat the ore to
got silver out of it at all. It was estimated
that the original Geraldine ore contained 20
ounces of silver, but taking 50 per ceat. of
that away—say that the shows working around
that distriet turn out ore containing only 10
ounces of silver—at the market price of siiver
{o-day—which I admit is abnormally high, be-
cause I received from the Mines Department
within the last week information that silver
was 48. 5 7/16d. per ounce—the Sulphide Cor-
poration charge 7s. 6d. Say that the ore con-
tains one-half the amount of silver compared
with the amount contained in the ore previously
worked, and with the extra treatment charge
of 21%d. per ounce, we have a net return of
gilver of 4s. 3d. per ounce. If this ore only
contained 50 per cent. of the amount of silver
whiech the ore previously contained, we get
an additional return for silver of £2 2s, Gd.
per ton. That is one of the reasons Which !ms
actuated the people of this distriet in asking
that smelting works he established at this par-
ticnlar place.

The Minister for Mines: What charges
would you suggest should he made at a State
smelter at Geraldton?

Mr. WILLCOCK: I am not concerned about
what charges I would suggest. I am not a
smelting expert at all.  Nevertheless, T do
think that with an up-to-date plant, and bear-
ing in mind the cost of the production of lead
prior to the war, considerably less than £6 per
ton shonld be eharged for treating lead ore,
even at the present cost of materials. In con-
nection with silver, if only half the quantity
is contained in the ore which used to be found,
there would be an advantage of £2 8s. 6d. a
ton as a result of that precious metal being
mizxed up with the lead ore. At present that
sum of money is wasted, becaunse there are no
means available in this State of recovering
the precious metals which are now known to
exist in the lead ore. Another aspect in con-
nection with privately owned smelting works
is that people have not the confidence in them
that they have in an inatitution of the kind
run by the State. I do not say that this par-
ticular private institution is not rum honestly,
nor do T suggest such & thing, but other peoplé,
who have had more experience than T have had.
have not that confidence in batteries or smelt-
ing worka or any other undertaking that is run
by a private enterprise such as they bhave in
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similar works run by State enterprise. In an
undertaking run by the Stats mo particular in-
dividual, no matter what his return may be,
will get a greater benefit than will the indi-
vidual whose returns are smaller.

The Minister for Mines: I have known of
want of confidence in State batteries.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Possibly. At the same
time, there is not the same necessity for
people to talk about State batteries as there
is in the case of private batteries. I have
known of a very sertous want of confidence
in private batteries. My experience of both,
and that of prospectora who have had to du
with either or both, is that the State battery
is preferred to the private battery, and peo-
ple will send a distance of 50 miles, passing
a private hattery en route, in order that
their ore may be treated by the State under-
taking,

Mr. Foley: The general feeling about pri-
vately owned batteries in thia State is good.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is nevertheless a fact
that people have been known to send their
stuffl from their gold mines right past a pri-
vate battery in order that it may be treated
by a Government battery.

Mr. Foley: I do not know why they de
it. In my opinion the prospectors have had
a fair run from private batteries.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T am muot laying too
much stress upon this, but most people have
a greater confidence in an imstitution run
by the Government than they lbave in one
run by private individvals. The policy in
conncetion with the erection of smelting
works for the treatment of ore has always
been to have such works at the nearest point
at which satisfactory fuel can be obtained
for the operations to be carried on. In the
case of Broken Hill the silver ore is sent
to Port Pirie, which is the nearest port where
a satisfactory fuel, in the shape of Newcastle
coal, can be obiained. In the ease of Cobar
and the copper mines there, instead of the
eoal being trucked from Lithgow te that
place, it pays the persons operating at Cobar
better to ship the ore direet te Lithgow,
where the coal is mined, and to establish
smelting works there. Tn the case of Cockle
Creek, the works are established in close
ptoximity to a coal mine. I do mot think I
am far out in saying that all the lead ore
produced in Western Australia at the present
time is produced from in and around the dis-
triets of which Geraldton is the natural port.
Tn view of the faet that fuel has to be
brought to that port in order that the ore
may be treated, the natural place for smelt-
ers, if they are to be worked on a profitable
basis, is at Geraldton.,

The Minister for Mines: The lead itself
would have to be taken away from Gerzld-
ton.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That does not alter the
pogition. The produetion of lead fn thig
couniry is considerably in excess of that re-
guired to meet the local demand, and this
commodity would therefore have to be ex-
ported. Although possibly at the preseat
time Geraldton is under a cloud so far as
shipping is concerned, after the war and
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more shipping hecomes available, there will
be just as many facilities for shipping ore
from Geraldton direct to other places, where
the produet is needed, as there will be at
Fremantle, That is the experience so far
ag wool and wheat are concerned, and T do
not think there will be any difference in ve-
gard to lead. Some years ago whem Mr.
Dovley represented the Geraldton electorate
he brought forward a motion that freezing
works should be established at Geraldton.
The Government of the day said, **If you
show us the producte we will establish the
freezing works.”? I propose to show that
there is sufficient lead being produeed, or
about te be produced, to warrant the ecstab-
lishment of a smelter at Geraldton. Accord-
ing to a report published in the Press to-day,
the Minister for Mines, who has just re-
turred from a trip to Cue, was asked to es-
tablish a State battery in Cue. He replied
that so far as he was concerned, if he were
satisfied that sufficient ore would be pro-
duced to warrant the erection of a battery,
& battery would be erected, He al9o said in
effect, ‘“Go on and produce the stuff and we
will deliver the goods in the shape of a
State battery.”’ T should like to know from
the Minister what quantity of ore he would
require to be produced in the distriet for
him to congider the cstablishment of a State
smelter at Geraldton. 1In conneetion with
the quantity of lead produced during the
past 12 months, we have certain particulars
placed before uws in the return which was
laid on the Table of the House to-day, This
showed that the total amount of lead ore
produced in Northampton and district dur-
ing the six months ended 30th June last, was
4,451 tons, I quite apree that most of this
lead ore was produced by the Fremantle
Trading Co., and naturally having smelting
works of their own they will not be prepared,
unless they can have the ore treated at much
less cost than at present, to have it treated
at State works at Geraldton. They wonld
naturally, if there is a plant already in ex-
istence, and if they can treat’ the ore there
profitably, want to treat it at Fremantle.
Qutside the ore treated by the Fremantle
Company there were 1,201 tons produced in
and around that distriet during the same
period of six months. That would give an
average for the six months, at a time when
lead mining is only in its infancy and only
jusi beginning to feel its fect, of 200 tons
per mounth, or about 50 tons & week., The
prospects of the fields are distinctly eacour-
aging, T note with pleasure that many mem-
bera of the House have already been through
this field. The Minister for Mines has been
there, as well as the Premier, and several
members of both sides of the Chamber have
done likewise, During the period under re-
view, aecording to this return, the average
produoction from Gallagher's mine was 33
tons per month, Since 30th June, the aver-
itge hars risen from 335 tons per month to 15
tous per week, or abont 60 tons per month.
In the case of the Surprise mire, during the
perind under review, the veturn shows a pro-
duction of 878 tens. T have here the latest
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information with regard to tbat show. The
total tonmage to date is 1,600 tons. The
proprietors now have 12 mouths’ work in the
stopes, and the average is 100 tons per week.
The lode under foot is better and of a greater
width, Mr. Green, onc of the proprietors .of
the mine, reeently made extensive inquiries
in the Eastern States in regard to the dif-
ference in the trcatment charges between
thosc existing here and those  found
there. He says that the difference
in the treatment charges is approximately £3,
and that no deduction is made for refractory
ore, although an advantage is paid for this
refractory ore at the Port Pirie works. He
concludes a telegram I have received from him
on the subject by expressing the hope that
Parliament will agree to a motion giving some
small assistance to this great industry. The
people connected with this mine have not been
very liberal in their estimates. They say that
they have an average of 100 tons weekly, and
that the mine is opening up congiderably bet-
ter than it appeared to be going to do some
six months before.

The Minister for Mines: Do you say that
Port Pirie treats the ore for lesa?

Mr. WILLCOOK: Mr. Green expresses the
opinion that the difference in the treatment
charges is approximately £3 a ton, without any
Aeduction for refractory ore.

Mr. Munsie: That is the difference between
Port Pirie and the Fremantle smelters?

Mr. WILLCOCK: That is so. There are
other considerations besides the basic charge
of £6 per ton for smelting. We have a 10 per
cent. deduction, which the Fremantle company
makes on all ore sent down, We also have the
difference in the moisture which is supposed
to be in the ore, and several other differences
which JMr. Green estimates as representing a
difference in value of ahout £3 per ton.

Mr. Foley: Do you add freight to these
charges¥

Mr. WILLC'OCK: Yes. With regard to the
general outlook, we find that these people, who
have ever been conservative in their estimates,
and all of whose estimates sinee the mine was
first launched have always heen well within
the mark, say that during the next 12 months
they will have a weekly output of 100 tons for
the period Jduring which they expect to be
working. There are many other shows in the
district. The member for Greenomgh (Mr.
Maley), in speaking to & motion for a return
to be laid on the Table, gave some figures
with regard to many of the mines. The mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green), when speak-
ing upon the Address-in-reply also gave many
fizures, which no doubt memhers of the House
will recollect. There are four or five other
places that T could mention. Gallagher's mine
is turning out 15 tons a week. The Three
Bistera is another mine worthy of mention.
Mr. Trude, a man who it must he admitted
knows something about lead mining, had a
look at this mine the other day, and without
very much inspection was so satisfied with the
prospects that he took an option over it for
£3,000. Mr. Hans Irvine—and everyone will
admit that he knows something ahont mining
possibilities in Awstralia—said, after having
viewed the Surprise mine, that as far as his
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experience went there was nothing like it in
Australia.

The Minister for Mines:
for Cue about his opinien?

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1 am not referring to
gold-mining propositions. Possibly Mr. Irvine
is not as good an authority on gold-mining as
he is on other things. He certainly has had a
great deal of experience. Possibly he will back
up his opinion with money in the next few
months. The developments which have taken
place—I eould give particulars of them—show
that there is now over £100,000 worth of lead
actually ready to be broken down at any time.
The CGovernment have assisted the Fremantle
Trading Company by guaranteeing their over-
draft, and presumably the company are at pre-
sent working on a profit, though they say they
are working at a loss. As we know, figures can
be made to prove al:{thi.ng. In conmection
with price-fixing in New South Wales and
Vietoria, only the people producing meat have
been afforded an opportunity of .giving evi-
dence as to what the price of meat should be.
They have proved to the satisfaction of the
price-fixing Commissioners in the™ Eastern
States that meat should now be about double
the price it was in pre-war times. Undoubt-
edly the Fremantle Trading Company will, in
the same way, put forward the worst side of
the case in the event of any inguiry into their
costs. The Government allowed them to in-
crease their charges by 50 per cent, one or two
veara ago. In the matter of by-products, the
Fremantle Trading Company’s plant is abso-
lutely out of date, utterly obsolete. It entirely
fails to extract the precious metals known to
be distributed throughout the lead ore, If the
Government could prevail on the Fremantle
Trading Company so to alter their plant as to
allow of ite recovering ihe gilver ore known to
exist in the lead ore, some considerable mea-
sure of assistance would be rendered to the
lead mining industry. At present the cost of
treating the ore from this field is =0 great
that there is practically no inducement to
people to work their mines on & proper basia.
They are practicaily compelled to pick the eyes
out of the mine. In the case of the Surpise
mine, forturnately, most of the ore is of good
quality; but, as stated by my motion, in
order to assist the production of lead ore
in the district, by far the better course
would be to ereet a smelting
locelly, so that the low grade ore could be
treated for a reasonable charge. On the pre-
sent charges, it coats at least £7 per ton to
treat lead ore. We ought to be able to obtain
for Geraldton a more up to date plant than
even that of the Sulphide Corporation in
New South Wales. Then the ore which ia
not of very good quality and has not a high
percentage of lead could be treated, and the
process of picking out the eyes of the mines
necd not be continued. The erection of a
smelter at Geraldton would result in a con-
giderable benefit to the State in the matter
of railway rtevenue alone, increasing the
traffic on a line which, but for the lead mining
industry, would be one of the worst paying
in our entire system. While lead maintains
its present high price, every encouragement

Ask the member

works
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should be given to these people to produce
lead and obtain the maximum price, so that
when the slump does come they will be es-
tablished on a sufficiently sound basis to be
able to continue even if the price of lead
falls by £10 per ton. Possibly the Govern-
ment may object to the establishment of
smelting works at Geraldton, on the score of
expense. But we have it from the Federal
Government that they are prvepared to cn-
courage the production of base metals, Mr.
Watt, the Acting Prime Minister, said the
other day that the Federal Government stood
committed to the encouragemcnt of the pro-
duction of base metals in Australiz. What
greater encouragement could be given to our

lead mining industry than the estab-
lishment of smelting works at Gerald-
ton? The Federal Government have stated
that in  connection with  repatriation
they have available a sum of two

million sterling which they do not expect will
be used for land settlement this year, and
which therefore they are prepared to use in
other directions. Consequently, if proper re-
presentations were made, doubtless some ar-
rangement could be arrived at whereby the
Federal Government would advance money
for the encouragement of the production of
Jead in the Geraldton distriet. It is not
only Northampton and Geraldine, and the
districts to which I have particularly re-
ferred this afternoon, that are interested in
the establishment of smelting works at Ger-
aldton. Even Meekatharra, over 300 miles
from the coast, i3 interested in that project.
During the past 12 monthe Meekatharra has
produced about 400 tons of copper ore, which
has been sent over the railway to Geraldton,
or oceasionally to Fremantle, for shipment to
the Sulphide Corporation’s worka in New
South Wales. With up to date smelting
works at Geraldton, there would be no neces-
sity for the Meekatharra copper ore to inecur
these heavy railage and sea freight charges.

The Minister for Mines: Can you estimate
the cost of a smelter that would treat copper,
and lead, and zinc as well?

Mr. WILLCOCK: On that matter I pre-
fer to consult the expert knowledge available
in the Mines Department. In Yalgoo also
there is a copper mine which was worked in
the old days. Ten or 12 years ago I myself
went down a copper show at Yalgoo. If
treatment charges were any way reagonable,
work would proceed on that show, which was
closed down only on aceount of the costs
being too high; and this was due to the rail-
way freights and extra handling ¢harges en-
tailed by the necessity for sending the ore
to New South Wales for treatment. Omit-
ting the Northampton district, we have
copper ore being produced as far south as
Arrino, which is gitnated about 100 miles
south of Geraldten. Naturally, that ore
wonld gravitate to Geraldton if a smelter were
eatablished there capalle of so treating the
ore as to leave a decent return. Then there
is White Peak, some returns from whieh T
have quoted to-day. Again, there is a show
at Maynard’s, in the Upper Chapman district,
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which I hear is of considerable promise. I
think I have said sufficient fo convince the
House that there is ample inducement for the
Government to crect a smelting works at
Geraldton as promptly as may be. A feeling
of uncertainty exists regarding what will
happen after the next 12 months. The Gov-
ernment, of course, have an agreement with
the Fremantle Trading Company for the
treatment of ore during that period; bus,
after that, no one knows what will happen.
From answers to certain questions asked in
another place by Mr. Hickey, it appears that
the company have been sufficiently finrancial
to reduce their overdraft by £11,000 or
£12,000 during the past two' or three years.
It is possible that during the next 12 months
they will be able to wipe out their overdraft,
and start off scratch. Then the Government
will bave no control over them, and they
would be able to charge for smelting just at
their own sweet will. If the company raised
their charges so high that the people now
producing lead would find it unprofitable to
continue, then perbhaps the Fremantle Trad-
jog Company wourld be able to cowe along
and take up the shows which had been
closed down and abandoned and work them
for the company’s profit. Let me stress once
more that on a comservative estimate there
will be during the next 12 months, and after
that for a number of years, of from 100 to
200 tons of lead ore available weekly for
smelting works established at Gerzldton,
leaving aside altogether the copper ore
which will continue to be produced in Meeka-
tharra and Arrino. DBesides, there are well
known copper deposits in the Northampton
and Geraldine disbtricts, which are not being
worked at present beeause the expeunse of
eending the ore over considerable distances
is too heavy. Given reasonable smelting con-
ditions, the future of our lead mining in-
dustry is assurcd. According to all experi-
ence, the price is assured for the next two
or three years; and if only the Government
will do something practical in furtherance of
their policy of assisting productionm, they
cannot find a better field for their energies
than that afforded by the erection of smelt-
ing works at Geraldton.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. C. A.
Hudson—Yilgarn) [6.15]: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .- . ..o 24
Nocs .. .. . .. 10
Majority for .. Lo 14
AVES,

Mr. Davles Me, Letroy

Mr, Duf Mr, Money

Mr. George Mr. Mullany

Mr. Harrlison Mr. Nairn

Mr. Hickmoti Mr. Plckering

Mr. Hudson Mr. Plesse

ifr. Johnston Mr, H. Hobloson

Mr. R. T, Hobinson Mr. Underwood
Mr. Rocke Mr. Veryard
Mr. Smlth Mr. Willmott
Mr. Stubbs Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Teesdale (Teller.)
Mr. Thomson

Nozxs.
Mr, Angwin Mr. Lutey
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsie
Mr. Colller Mr. Wlllcock
Mr. Holmuan Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr Jones (Tetler.
Mr. Lambert

Motion thus passed.

Sitting snspended from 6.1% to 7.30 p.m,

PAPERS—ELECTORAL OFFENCES.
Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [7.30]: I

nove—

That all papers relating to the prosccu-
tions of persons for offences against the
Electoral Act during the present year be
laid upon the Table.

It will be within the knowledge of members
that a number of prosecutions have taken
place on the goldfields during the past five or
six months for offences against our Electoral
Act. I desire to see the papers I am moving
for to asccrtain, if possible, the motive, or the
power behind the throne, if 1T may use that
term, which has been responsible for the ex-
traordinarily long list of prosecutions. Action
wag commenced somewhere back in May last
and week after week, right down to the pre-
sent time, electors on the goldfields have been
brought before the court charged and fined in
most cases for breaches of the Electoral Act.
1 feel constrained to say that the impelling
foree of these prosecutions has been mainly
political. In this respect I exempt the Attor-
ney General, who is administering the Elee-
toral Act, of any charge of that description.
T have spoken to the Minister on several ceca-
siong with regard to these prosecutions, and in
some of the instances he has met me by re-
ducing the amount of the fine, where he
thought he was justified in doing so. I know
also that cach individual ease has not been
submitted to the Attorney General for his ap-
proval or otherwise before the taking of ae-
tion. Therefore, I make no charge against
him of political feeling or bias, but I do say
that there has heen a political force at work
which has urged on the officers of the Electoral
Department in a manner which I have never
known to take place in this State before. For
the past six months the Chief Electoral Officer
has been paying many visits to the goldfields,
where he has spent a considerable time inveati-
gating these cases of wrongful enrolment. We
have had practically the whole power and in-
fluence of the Police Department at” the dis-
posal of the Electoral Department making in-
vestigations as well. As a matter of fact, one
constable at Boulder has had practieally the
whole of his time taken up for months past
making a kind of fishing inquiry with regard
to the qualifications of electors who have had
their names placed on the roll. Even out in
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the back country police officers have been pur-
suing a similar course of aection, and in every
case these investigations have concerned elee-
tors who have been known to be prominent
supporters of the Labour party. The Electoral
Department say that a list of elecfors is sub-
mwitted to them, and that on the face of it
these electors appear to have been guilty of
breaches of the Aet, in which case the depart-
ment has no alternative but to take action.
I understand their explanation is that the in-
itiative is not taken by the department in
order to ascertain whether these people are
qualified or nof, but the facts having been
brought under their notice they were in duty
bound to take notice, 1 do not know how the
Electoral Department conducts its business,
but if the officers of that departinent consider
that to be a satisfactory method of adminis-
tering the department, practically closing their
eyes to breaches of the Act, and taking no
action whatever unless they are prompted to
do so, or urged by some political organisation
to do s0, it is an entirely improper method to
follow. Others on the goldfields have pointed
out tbat a long list could be compiled showing
that many people who are not supporters of
the Labour party are equally guilty of similar
breaches of the Aet. The Electoral Department
say, ‘‘Why do you not submit the list to us;
we will investigate the cases, and if we think
action is justifinble, it will be taken.’’ But
neither I nor the party with which 1 am asso-
ciated believe it is part of our duty to act as
pimps in that direction. Moreover, I should
be ashamed of myself for the rest of my days
if I were to be respomsible for any action
which would result in bringing citizens of this
country before the police eourt merely because
they have endeavoured to exercise their full
rights of citizenship, even though in that effort
they had been guilty of a breach of the Elec-
toral Aet. We have not taken up the attitude
of indicating who should be prosecuted; we
say that even if these people were not legaily
qualified, they were at any rate morally quali-
fied, and it is not a sufficiently serious oifence
to justify our acting as spies and pimps for
the Xleetoral Department.

The Minister for Works: What has been the
offence?

Hon. P. COLLIER: There have been two
classes of offences. One is that a number of
people were charged with having signed ¢laim
cards and testifying thereby that they had
witnessed the applieation for the right to vote,
when they actnally did not see the applicant
sign the vard. This has not been regarded as
a seriovs offence, yet it is one charge, The
other iz for sending in a card to the effeet
that the sender was qualified to vote hy reason
of the faet that he occupied premises of a clear
annual value of £17. A number of these people
claimed enrolment and were enrolled, and it
was asserted, and the court upheld the asser-
tion, that they were not oceupying houses of a
clear anmual value of £17. Tn these cases the
roads hoard valuation was taken and the prose-
ruting officers put that in. Tn many instances
the valnation was £12, £14, or £16; at any rate
it was under the £17, and the court held that
the people enrolled were not qualified, and
consequently were guilty of nn offence. In
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this connection, however, the Electoral Depart-
went themselves are to blame. They do not
know where they stand with regard to the
clear annual value gualification. There is no
standard to judge by; sometimes they take
the rateable vaiue and sometimes they do not.
The rateable value ig not necessarily the deter-
mining factor., It is recognised that local
bodies assess their value at 33 per cent. lower,
so that a person who may appear on the roads
board books as occupying a house of the value
of only £10 or £12 a year, may actually be the
occupier of premises worth considerably more
than £17, in which case that person would he
qualified for enrolment. I admit that, in some
instances, on the goldfields, the values were
low, but I have a list before me of 34 names,
and many more could be added, and the names
on the list are those who are known to be
political opponents of the Labour party, and
the rateable value of the premises oceupied by
them, according to the roads board aesessment,
runs from £10 to £16. Clearly, then, these
people are in the sama category as those against
whom action was taken by the Electora] De-
partment.

The Attorney General: If you let me have
that list I will investigate each case.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I prefer not to do so.
I do not want to drag more people before the
court. I have no desire to see people prose-
euted, even if, avcording to the roads board
valuation, they are not qualified for enrolment,
Morally, however, these people are qualified,
and if we take the standard of citizenship,
they certainly are qualified. I would not be
a party to prosccuting any persom, whether that
person be a political supporter or opponent, It
ig extraordinary that these prosecutions have
been dragged on week after week for a period
of six months, and fines aggregating over £100
have been inflicted. And although the whole
machinery, both of the Electoral Department
and of the Police Department, has been at work
making investigations in order to secure prose-
cutions, in addition to that a firm of solicitors
has been engaged in connection with every case.
For what purpose? In order that citizens on
the goldfields, who happen to be living in
houses rated £2 or £3 per annum less than the
qualification, shall be dragged before the court,
Compare the ordinary working man on the
goldfields with the working man in, say, Perth,
in regard to the qualification. Any house-
holder in the City is qualified under the Aet,
for one cannot here get a house fit for a family
to live in which has not a clear anneal value
of £17. But on the goldfields it is entirely
different. A man in the humblest walk of
life in the City, receiving a minimum wage of,
say, 9a. 7d. a day, lives in a house which quali-
fies him for a place on the roll of the Legis-
lative Couneil. On the goldfields a man may be
in receipt of £5 or £6 a week, notwithstanding
which the honse he will there occupy apparently
will not qualify him, aceording to the depart-
mental interpretation of the Act, It points
to the fact that the qualification is a geographi-
eal one. A man in the coastal distriets is
entitled to enrolment, but if he should go to
the goldfields to earn hig living he will not
be qualified as an elector for the Legisiative
Council. 8o T say that some inflnence has been
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at work in order, not to see that offenders
against the law are brought to justice, but in
order to wreak vengeance, political spleen awd
spite, against a certain section of the people
of the goldfields.

Mr. Teesdale: Ou the part of the depart-
ment?

Hon. P. COLLIER: On the part of a few
prominent individuals in a political organi-
sation, who apparently kept on submitting
this list of names to the KElectoral Depart-
ment, kept on pressng the officers of that de-
partment to institute prosecutions, until ap-
pareatly the department yielded to the pres-
sure. 1 have bhere a couple of instances
which 1 will read to the House, and se¢ allow
members to judge of the manner in which
our Htate Electoral Department deals with
these cages, as compared with the manner in
which similar cases are deal with by the
Commonwealth Electoral Department. Here
is a report taken from the ‘‘Kalgoorfie
Miner."” The heading, it will be noticed,
is a simple ore, ‘*A breach of the Electoral
Act.’”” The report proceeds—

A plea of guilty was entered by David
Dougias in the Kalgoorlie police court
yesterday morning to a charge that he, on
5th April, signed his name as a witness on
an electoral paper under the Common-
wealth Electoral Act, to wit, on a form
of electoral claim, without having seen the
person whose signature he purported to
witness sign the said paper. Mr, J. Reo-
berts, Commonwenlth Electoral Officer, did
not press for a heavy penalty, the offence
being practically an irregularity, The
magistrate imposed a fine of 1s. with 3a.
coats.

That was a Commonwealth case, heard on
23rd July. On 10th September, a State case
was heard. Mark the different character of
the heading, In this instance it runs, ‘‘Roll

Stuffing; a Kalgoorlie case.’” The report
proceeds—
Wiiliam Jobhn Burnett was fined £10

with £2 7s. costs in default two months’

imprigonment, by Mr. P. L. Gibbons, R.M,,

in the Kalgoorlie police court to-day for

having at Boulder, on 23rd March, made an
untrue statement in & Legislative Couneil
claim card that he had seen a claimant,

John Kinsella, sign the claim, whereas he

(defendant) bad not. This matter was con-

nected with one of the recent cases of roll

stufing on the goldfields, where several
persons were fined heavily.
Here the charge was precigely similar to
the earlier cme.

Mr. Teesdale: Was it the same bench?

Hon. P, COLLIER: No. I think the magis-
trate in the Commonwealth case was Mr.
Walter; in this case it was Mr. Gibbons.

The Attorney General: Mr, Whlter is the
man for whom you never have & good word
to say.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I am not making any
comment in regard to the view the magis-
trates have taken of these cases. It may
have been due to the mapner in which the
cases were presented. In the one case the
Commonwealth Electoral Department was re-
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presented in court by only an electoral offi-
ver, who said that the offence was not a
serious one, that it was merely an irregu-
larity. In consequence of this, the defend-
ant was fined a few shillings. But in the
State. vase the Eelectoral Department was re-
presented by a firm of solicitors, and, on a
precisely similar charge a fine of £10 was im-
posed with £2 7s. costs. T have another Com-
monwealth case which was heard ¢n the 16th
of the present month. Here is the newspaper
report—

John Daniel McCaffrey pleaded guilty at
the Kalgoorlie police court to-day to hav-
ing signed a Commonwealth electoral
¢laim as a witness without having seen
the applicant sign it. A fine of 5a. and
4s. costs, in default one day’s imprigon-
ment, was imposed,

There are the two Commonwealth cases. In
the one instance there was a fine of 5s. and
in the other a fine of 1s., whereas in the State
case n fine of £10 was imposed with £2 7a.
costa,

The Attorney General: In lots of our cases
there have been fines of only 5s.

Mr. Munsie: Not on the goldfields.

The Attorney General: Yes; I have in
mind four or five.

Hon, P. ('OLLIER:; There were a few
sueh, but in the majority of cases the fines
vanged from £2 to £10. Whereas the Com-
monwealth Electoral Department apparently
consider the offence a mere irregularity, not
of sufficient importance to warrant the re-
tention of a firm of sclicitors, the State De-
prrtment goes on contributing to the State
deficit by engaging a firm of solicitors to
appear in every case, and to press for heavy
penaltica. Tf there be any satisfactory ex-
planation in respect to the difference in
treaiment meted out as between the State
and the Commonwealth departmens, at all
events T have not heard it.

Resolved: That motions be continued.

Mr. Hardwick: Are they not false declar-
ations?

Hon, P. COLLIER: Whatever they are,
the charges are all similar. I suppose it is
really a false declaration. Of course
I shall be told by the Attorney General that
these are all cases of men obtaining enrolment
by gross fraud, and that the department has
no alternative to seeing that the law is ad-
ministered. I even anticipate that the Attor-
ney General will be somewhat indignant with
me for complaining against the prosecution of
men for what he will describe as gross fraud.
He will say that they have been dealt with
properly and in justifiable manner. In retort
I say that many of our laws are permitted by
this Government, as well as preceding Govern-
ments, to remain in abeyance. Breaches of
our statutes ave being made every day, and
are winked at. If the law must be enforced
beeanse it is the law, let me remind hon. mem.
bers that within the past few weeks, while
these very prosecutions were taking place,
race meatings have been held in Kalgoorlie, in
Boulder, sud in other places within the State,
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where whole armies of people were engaged in
breaking one of our Acts of Parliament, en-
gmaged in deliberate breaches of the law im
connection with betting. If the Government
cau shut their eyes to such deings, and permit
betting to go on in direct contravention of
our statutes, then | say that in cases where
men and women are guilty of a no more seri-
ons offence than attempting to exercise the
whole rights of citizenship, the law dealing
with sueh offences can be and ought to he ad-
ministered with some diseretion, some degree
of sympathetic consideration for the people
who, after all, are merely endeavouring to
have their names placed on the ¢lectoral rolls.
We talk about fighting to make the world free
for democracy. It is the greatest possible
hypocrisy, for the best of our manhood have
gone to the other end of the world to fight for
freedom and liberty and citizenmship, only to
find that, during their absence, their parents
and wives have been draggeil before our courts
for endeavouring to have their names placed
on the electoral rolls. If there are any cases
in which latitude might be allowed in the ad-
wministration of our laws, it is in cases of this
kind, T ean come to no other conclusion than
that these prosecutions, which bave been
dragged out over a period of six months, have
been undertaken at the hehest of prominent
political agitatora on the goldfields. No other
argument or explanation can I see for this
action, none whatever, and it is about time
that officers of the Electoral Department were
engaged in some duties more conducive to the
welfare of the country than in spending their
time at considerable cost to the taipayers in
endeavouring to drag before the covurts honest
law-abiding eitizens for no other more scrious
offence than I have indicated; and the con-
trast between the two departments is most
striking. It is little wonder that the Colenial
Seeretary’s Department, and other depart-
ments as  well, show inereased expenditure
month after month and year after year when
these highly paid officers ¢an spend so much
of their time in pettifogging cases of this
kind.

WMy, Teesdale: You admit that there is a
percentage of deliberate falsifying at times.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not saying that
they have been wrongly convicted in many
cases of the offences of which they have been
charged, but this must be remembered, that
the Electoral Department has not been able
to give a clear interpretation or clear decision
as to how this clear annual value is to be
arrived at, [ know in the past that the offi-
cers of the Electoral Department have taken
the view that if a dwelling place or a house is
worth, say, £17 a year, which is about 17s. 6a.
a week, if the individual! ocecupying that con-
siders that it is worth that to him, he is en-
titled to he enrolled, It may be a wrong in-
terpretation, but that is the view that has been
equivalent throughout the goldfields, and ac-
copting that interpretation in good faith a
large number of people have sent in their
¢laim cards with a desire to become enrolled
believing  honestly that they are entitled
to be enrolled, and the department knew
that perfectly well. An? until the de-

partment are able to define some method by
whieh the clenr annual value may be arrived at,
they vould be better employed than pursuing
the maiter to the extent to which they have
done. The law would have been vindicated if
a few cases had been taken and the matter
ventilated in the courts. That would have been
sufficient: it would have been a warning; it
would have placed the matter before the people
of the goldfields that under certain conditions
they are not entitlel to have their names
placed on the electoral roll, I am quite cer-
tain that people would not have offended
again. What appeals to me to be a kind of
political persecution is the faet that the de-
partment does not seem to be satisfied with
having exposed the thing. They want their
pound of flesh, and week after week they drag
further citizens before the court. What pur-
pose is to be served? They have vindieated the
law and made it clear to everybody on the
goldfields, according to the decisions of the
court as to what they are or what they are not
entitled to, and having made it clear why
should not the prosecutions be stopped rather
than pursue them. More particularly is that
the feeling when we have cages which contrast
in this direction. I could get any number of
cases where the Commonwealth Electoral De-
partment say it is merely an irregularity and
do not press for a heavy penalty and the
majority are fined a shilling. The next week
the magistrate sits on the bench and someone
appears for the State Eleectornl Department,
and the accused is fined anything up to £10,
I know there are certain individuals in Ial:
goorlie and Boulder who appear to bhave noth-
ing better to do than to be examining the
Legislative Council rolls and picking out cases
of this kind to show that people do not posses:
the necessary qualifications. These people ap
pear to think they are serving the nation and
the Empire and helping to win the war b
spending their time in this direction ang
placing the particular cases they have sifted
before the Electoral Department. If they hem
nothing from the Electoral Department withir
a week or two they want to know why and
they urge the matter in order to drag the lasi
man or woman bhfeore the courts so that the
cages shall be heard. If they like to pursuc
that policy, it is their concern, For my part,
I am proud to say that none of the people whe
are associated with the party to which T be.
long on the goldfields would be responsible for
dragging any honest citizens before the courts
hecause they are endeavouring to exercise their
right. Had this been a democratic country it
is a right people would have possessed years
ago, We have this wretched property quali-
fication for eitizens to-day., If young men,
and a majority of the young men, single men,
sit back they have been told they are slackers
if they do not go te the war, because the call
comes first of all to the single men. The single
man is told it is his duty to go and fight and
the majority are cases of the single men wh
do not possess the property qualification, and
the majority it would be found have no right
to exercise the vote for one branch of the Leg
isature of the country for which they have
offered to sacrifice their lives. In some of these
cases a man is away fighting and his wifa i
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prosecuted; in other cases the mother or the
father is prosecuted. In innumerable instances
of this kind the charge I make is one of poli-
tical influence being brought to bear. I do not
lay that at the door of the Minister beezuse
I believe his instructions were of a general
character. He has not looked into all these
cases individually and decided which ought to
go on and which cught not, but bhis instruec-
tions have been of a general character and
only where gross fraud bas taken place has he
directed that action should be taken, But the
interpretation or decision as to what consti-
tutes gross fraud rested with the Chief Elee-
toral Officer or with the solicitor who is ad-
viging the department. I do not know who is
regponsible. Mr. Stenberg has been on the
goldfields for days drawing his 15s. or 16s, a
day travelling allowance while absent from the
city. There is the local electoral registrar as
well. Neither Mr. Stenberg nor Mr. Sanders,
the local representative, is thought to have
gufficient capacity to go into the court and
conduct the prosecution but so that no mistake
shall be made, a firm of solicitors is engaged,
while in the Commonwealth c¢ases no one ap-
pears in the court exeept the electoral officer
and he is quite satisfied to state that the of-
fence is merely an irregularity and asks for a
nomingal fine. I ask for these papers s¢ that I
may see what correspondence has taken place
because 1 believe a considerable amount has
taken place in connection with the breaches of
the Act. I want to see the nature of the cor-
respondence and the parties who are respon-
sible for it. T move the motion standing in my
name.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon, R, T.
Robinson—Canning) [8.11]: The leader of
the Opposition has been kind enough to say
that T am not personally associated with any
of the prosecutions and any one after oc-
ecupying the position of Attorney General
must know that in petty prosecutions that
come along the Attorney Geueral is not in a
position to look into each case. I regret that
the leader of the Opposition has brought this
motion forward, because only about three
days ago the hon. membher in company with
other goldfields members of Parliament
waited on me with reference to three or four
cases, inclnding one which has been cited
hera to-night, and I undertook personally
to leok into the cases which I had never
heard of before and see that a fair thing was
done.

Hon. P, Collier: The trouble is that they
are going on every day; several have been
heard this week,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He also
asked me to consider whether sufficient pro-
secutions had not taken place and, as a mat-
ter of faet, I have already notified the de-
partment that I thought sufficient cases had
been taken and that there was no need for
furiher prosecutions. Therefore I am rather
astonished to find the leader of the Opposi-
tion detailing all this information before the
House, becaugse he knew what my persona:
opinion was, If the hon. member wantoed
to make a demonstration he has done that,
but I should like shortly to explain what the
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state of affairs is. I am entitled to ask for
an adjournment if I like so as to bring up the
papers and to bring facts before the House,
but I have sufficient knowledge necessary to
explain what has taken place. The bon.
gentleman says an attempt has been made
by certain individuals on the goldfields to ex-
ercise the righta of ecitizenship. There are
hundreds of men and women on the gold-
fields who never bad the right to vote or
possessed tbe proper qualifications, yet they
have the impudence to put forward claims
that they were entitled, and other persons,
in many instances of the agitator class, and
some gentlemen, who have been described as
irrgsponsible persons, have been sent round
to take signatures and these irresponsible
persons have not taken the trouble to see
whether the person signed the card or mnot.
A number of cards have bheen sent in and
these irresponsible persens not knowing the
claimants rights or qualifications, sit down
and sign as having witnessed the signature
and that the persom was possessed of the
qualification. The leader of the Opposition
comes along to the House and asks members
to believe that this is a mere irregularity.
That man, the witness, should be put in gaol.
He is a danger to the community. He is
a fraud and has committed a frand. He
signs and certifies to something about which
he knows nothing more than the man in the
moon. That is what I call a gross case. It
is not a matter of one or two cases, but
there were hundreds of such cases on the
Goldfields. There bhas never beer known
such g crusade in Western Australia before
as has taken place amongst a certain class of

the community, who were determined to
capture the Goldfielde seats at any cost.
Hon. P. Collier: What nonsense! Who

said that?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
in Kalgoorlie,

Hon. P. Collier: By those who were en-
forcing the prosecutions.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: By mem-
bors of Parliament, coupled with an irre-
sponsible person they had picked up, and
about whom they have told me, and who was
enrolling nll and sundry npoa the Legisla-
tive Council rolls, knowing full well that
when cards are put in the day before the
roll closes it is impossible to investigate all
such cases before the day of the election. The
consequence was that there was no chance
whatever, without an army of 100 men, of
sorting out all these c¢laims, and all that
could be done was to issue instructions to
candidates on both sides—and this was done
in each cage—to the effect that, if they haa
any reason to believe that any person com-
ing up to vote was not entitled to do so, they
might challenge that person and ask for the
usual declaration. Moreover, knowing that
there were so many cages, I took it upon my-
sclif to make a public statement in the Press
in Kalgoorlie, and throughout Western Aus-
tralia, warning people in connection with
that very election that anyome who
attempted vote, who did not pos-

It was said

to
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gesy the qualifications, would be pro-
ceeded against. I was aware that many claims
had come in that could not be sifted out
within the time,

Mr. Mupsie: That has not been done.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The leader
of the Opposition says, ‘“Why does not the
department do this itself.”” As bhe kunows,
the Electoral Department is a very small de-
partment, and has a very small staff. In
these times, as head of that department, I
will not allow 2ny more men to be employed,
even for the purpose of investigating cases,
than were then being employed., If, as the
leader of the Opposition suggests, they were
to endeavour to treat all alike, they would
have to start on the Goldfields roll from the
beginning and go on to the very end, and
investigate every c¢ase. This would cost a
mint of money, and T would not be justified
in paying that amount at the present time,
or employing the necespary number of men.
‘Where the attention of the department has
been drawn to any particular individual, or
get of individuals, as baving voted or at-
tempted to vote, or made & claim where they
were not entitled to, the department has in-
vestigated such cases. Certain claims and
lists were put forward by one political or-
ganisation, to which the leader of the Gppo-
sition has referred. He, and his organisation
in Kalgoorlie, were alzo asked to send in a
list, and were informed that each ease would
be investigated. The secretary of the or-
ganisation told tho electoral officers that he
had a number of cases, but did not care to
give the names, just as the leader of the
Opposition says he does not care to give
the names, We cannot imagine who these
pecple are, but we said that the cases would
be investigated if the names of those who
were wrongly on the roll, or who had wrongly
claimed to be put there, were supplied.
There is not a single ecase that my friends
opposite have asked should be investigated
by me personally that I have not investi-
gated personally. In a number of ecages,
where T thought the fine was more than the
circumstances warranted, T advised His Ex-
celleney the Governor to remit a portion of
the fine, so that as far as possible the acales
have been held evenly in that direction., The
leader of the Opposition says that certain
instructions are issued, but that the depart-
ment itaelf cannot define what ia clear an-
nual valwe. Clear annual value is in fact
what is the annual value; not what anyone
may think it is, or what I as the owner may
think it is, but what, in fact, it is.

Hon. P. Collier: Who determines that?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Court.

Hon. P. Coilier: How?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: On ordin-
ary evidence. It is idle for membera to
come here now and make these accusations,
when the very instructions that are issued
to-day are those which were drawn up dur-
ing the regime of the Labour Government,
ani have not sinee been altered in one letter.
The form that goes out for the enrolment of
electors for the Assembly, and the green
form whieh goes out for the enrolment of
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electors for the Council are the same old
things that bave been in use for years. I
have not touched them,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The card is in the
Act,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 am refer-
ring to the instruetions. These instructions
were compiled cleanly, reasonably, and
cleverly by departmental officers years ago,
and have not been touched. The clear an-
nual value, which is defined in the Act in
those plain words, means not what a man
thinks, An agitator man may go round to
an individual who is living on a lease in a
bough shed and say to him, ‘‘That place of
yours ig worth £52 a year. Are you not on
the roll? You ought to be,’’ and so that man
puts in a ¢laim and says that he is entitled
to ge upen the roll. He knows, however,
when he puts in that claim that he is not so
gntitled.

Mr. Troy: Everyone should be entitled.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is an-
other thing. We are discussing the law as it
is at present. Onpe of the cages brought
under my notice by the leader of the Oppo-
sition, which T have found time te look at
even this morning, was that in which either
a man or a woman claimed to be entitled
to enrolment in respect of certain premises
as freehold. These premises were not free-
hold at =all, but were mere leasshold pre-
mises. That claim was signed and certified
to by the Chief Electoral officer as being a
gross case, and the prosecution went on.
Who will say that a man with sufficient in-
telligence to know how to claim a vote does
not know the difference between lensehold
and freehold, and {oes not know the differ-
ence between one candidate and another?

The Minister for Works: Tatil he was
told.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When these
prosecutions, which were authorised by me
in general terms, were first started, after the
first batch had appeared at Kalgoorlie, I
think alse one or two in Perth, and three or
four at Fremantle, I, ¢f my own volition,
without any requests from members of Par-
liatnent, issued a direction to the Electoral
Registrar, and T think a notification in the
Press, that I thought the law was sufficiently
vindicated in the case of carelessness or in-
accuracy, or irregularity, and requested him
not to take any more such c¢ases before the
court, but only to proceed in gross cases or
in the cases apgainst witnesses who made,
what I would ecall, a false statement, and
alleged that they saw cards signed and knew
the particulars therson to be true, when in
fact they knew nothing about them and had
not seen them signed. The leader of the
Opposition has made a great point, as he did
in the deputation te me three days ago, and
which I investigated this morning although
I have not the details here, with regard to
the aetion of the Commonwealth in such
cases. 1 did not know that he had a good
word to say about the Commonwealth.

Hon. P. Oollier: You never heard me soy

anything against it. Do not draw upon your
imsagination.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Other hon,
members have heard the member for Boul-
der. At all events the leader of the Op-
position held up a Commonwealth case
against # State case. He omitted to say—I
cannot imagine that he forgot—that in
the Commonwealth ecase, every man and every
woman is entitled to vote, but in the State
case for the Legislative Council only persons
with certain gualifieations are entitled to vote.
Tn the Commonwealth case there was an in-
regularity about the witnessing of a claim on
the part of a man who is entitled to vote, but
in the vase of the State the man was not en-
titled to vote, and the man who witnessed the
claim card falsely aand wickedly signed that
which he should not have signed. There is a
vast difference.

Hon, P, Collier:
at all.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One is a
gross ease, and the other may be described as
an irregnlarlity. 1 do not know the details of
the Commonwealth case, but have asked to be
supplied with them. I can imagine this. If
the leader of the Opposition asked a friend
of his, or asked me, to witness his signature to
a document, althongh I might not have actu-
ally seen him sign that doeument, I know
his signature so well that I econld certify to
his having signed it. Only the other day when
a new member was being sworn in I happened
to say to one of the witnesses, **You did not
see the member sign his name.’”’ The witness
could not do so because he could not see
through that member. In such a ease it might
be said that there had been an irregularity,
bhecause, although the witness knew in fact
that the signature had been written by the
person concerned, he did not actually see it
done. Take the case of a man who signed a
document miles away from here. That card
is then bronght in to another individual. That
individual does not know the man who lives
miles away, or his qualifications, or whether
he can read or write, neither does he know his
signatnre, and yect he eertifies that he saw the
man sign. Will the leader of thé Opposition
say that this is an irregularity? I call it a
gross vase of fraud. I would not be worthy
of the shoe leather I stand up in if T were to
ocenpy the position T do and see such cases
pass unnoticed. At all events, while T oeeupy
this position, T intend that they shall not pass
unnoticed,

Mr. Troy: That all depends.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It does not
all depend. The hon. member will have an op-
portunity later of venting his spleen.

AMr. Troy: I will show your character and
stir you up.

The ATTORNEY GENFRAL: That is a
pice sort of thing to come from an ex-Speaker,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Troy: T will show you
seoundrel !

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The member
for Mt. Magnet has referred to me as a
geoundrel. T ask that he shall stand up and
apologise.

Mr, Troy: I withdraw,

There is no difference

up. The
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.The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And apolo-
ise.
8 My, Trey: I will not apologise.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order!

Hon, P. Cellier: You do not control the
House, you little bantam cock! Keep cool, do
not Lounce about.

Mr, Troy: ¥You old scoundrel.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Bouider
must keep cool. The member for Mt Magunet
must withdraw,

Mr. Troy: I withdraw it,
the heat of the moment.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the hon. member
should apelogise to the House,

Mr. Troy: T apologise to the House. I am
not one to make a fuss about things, but T will
gtir him up all the same,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Troy: Apologise to a man of your
reputation!

Alr. SPEAKER: The member for Mt. Mag-
net must keep order.

Hon, P. Collier: Let that Puritan go on.

Mr, Troy: Tt is time the country was told
about it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I dp not
like these remarks which I hear from beneath
the breath of the hon. member.

Ar. Troy: You will get it later on,

Mr. BPEARER: Order! The member for
Mt. Magnet must keep order. I am surprised
at the hon. member.

Mr, Troy: Do net be surprised at me, Sir.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
going to liken the Commonwealth cases to the
State cases. But there are frequently eases
coming before our courts which the general
publie, sceing only a short half-inch or per-
bhaps two-inch report, do not understand. No
one can understand such a ease unless hearing
it right thromgh. Occasionally we see that a
person has been brought before the Supreme
Court, or a court of assize, on a charge of
stealing, and has been given a sentence of,
say, two years, or three years, or five it may
be; and that in the same session to some
other person charged with stealing which looks
to the public the same sort of charge, the
judge has said, ‘"You will be discharged on
your own recognisances.’’ TFor us readers of
the newspaper it is very hard to understand
the difference between the two cases. T would
have no doubt that the judge had very good
reason for what he did, and that if the com-
plete faets were known the difference wonld be
apparent to everybody. But in the meantime
we truat the judge. Similarly, in these elese-
toral cages, in one case the magistrate fined
the defendant £10, no doubt becauvse in the
magistrate’s view it was a grave case. In the
other case, the Commonwealth cage, it is al-
leged to be merely an irregularity—what elass
of irregularity we are not told.

Mr. Munsie; Both cases were identically the
game. The sama charge was laid in each case.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. The
leader of the Opposition has also alleged
against the Electoral Department that it makes
what he calls a geographical distinetion, that
the ordinary working man living in the aub-
urhs of Perth on a wage of £4, or £5 per week,

It was said in
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necessarily lives in a house that gives him the
£17 qualification.

Mr, Jones: But that would not be an ordin-
ary working man, earning £4 or £5 a week.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 am just
taking the illustration which the leader of
the Opposition gave. Obviously, su¢h a work-
ing man would be qualified for the Legislative
Couneil. The leader of the Opposition asks
why such a man should not be equally quali-
fied to vote if he lived on the goldfields. If
he lived on the goldfields in the same class
of property, the same clags of house, he would
be gualified to vote.

Mr Munsie: Nothing of the kind

The ATTORNEY GENEBAL: Now let me
take the other proposition Tf a man living ia
a hessian house, or on a leasehold, in Kal-
goorlie, living in a property worth perhaps
£5 per annum, if so wmuch, were to come to
the coast and live on the confines of Perth on
some leasehold place of the same value ag
the goldfields property, live in a hessian or a
bough house, he would not be qualified to vote
in Perth any more than he is qualified to
vote on the goldficlds So that the geograph-
ical qualification does not apply. The leader
of the Opposition has, further, accused some
persons of politieal spleen. He has extepted
me on that, and I would also pray the House
to except the departmental officers and all
persons connected with the department, ¥
propose to lay on the Table whatever papers
here may be in connection with this matter.
There is nothing in those papers that hon.
members cannot see; and T say, let hou, mem-
hors judge for themselves, but the hon. gen-
tleman wanted to make his eharges against
individuals, or, as he says, individuals in a
particular organisation. Who the individuvals
are, I do not know.

Mr. Munsie: You will ind out when we get
the file.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
think we will.

Mr, Mungie: The letters sent to the depart-
ment are on the file, and we have proof of it,
0Of course, the silverfish may have eaten those
letters since.

The Mirnister for Works: If you know wheo
those people are, why do not you give the
names?

Mr, Troy: It would not be the first time
papers had disappeared.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, P. Collier: It is easier to get a Kulin
liquor license than to get on the roll. I will
give you something to go on with, hefore long.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order! The Attorney
General may proceed.

Hon. P. Collier: It is easier to take down
the Apricultural Bank through political pals
than to get on the roll

Mr. Troy: It is easier to boom land, too.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The leader
of the Opposition also said that certain in-
dividuals were engaged in doing what he
called egging on prosecutions. I do not know
whether in that remark he was referring to
any departmental officers, or was still refer-
ring to ontsiders and political organisations;
but I desire to say that I do not know of

I do not
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any fairer minded men than the Crown Solici-
tor and the Chief Eleetoral Officer. The
Crown Solicitor has bad a say in a good many
of the prosecutions which have taken place—
not all of them. The Chief Electoral Officer
always takes what T consider an unbiasged
view of ail political matters, which neces-
garily hover about the Electoral Department.

Hon, W, €, Angwin: Prosecutions ate some-
times taken to prevent people from voting,
where there is any doubt.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: So far as L
am aware, there was no prosecution taken to
prevent any person from voting.

Hon, P, Collier: Tt iz so. That signing of
declarations also prevents people from voting.
I know of several reputable people on the
goldfields who have been prevented by that
means from voting,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will take
one case at a time. I think I am right in
saying that, owing to the paucity of officers
in the department, no claims were investigated
until after the clection and ne prosecution was
launched against any person until after the
election. I may be wrong, but I think I am
right.

Hou, W. C, Angwin: Was not there & cage
at Fremantle?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There may
have been a case at Fremantle. 1 believe
there was. But there was nome on the gold-
ficlds. Now let us take the other phase of
the matter. I venture to tell hon. members
that there was ne animus in the department—
that there was no wish to hold anybody up;
that there was'mo wish to attack any partie-
ular person. On the contrary, the departmen-
tal officers said, ‘' We are willing to investi-
gate any claim that may be sent along.’’ If
one side of the two sides to the controversy

in Kalgooriie charged those conneceted with

the other side with being wrongly on the roll,
those things are investigated and gross cases
are prosecuted. The department have also
said to the other organisation, the Labour
organisation, ‘‘Give us the names of any per-
sons who yon say are wrongly on the roll, and
we will investigate those cases,’’

Mr. Munsie: That is not our policy, and you
know it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The leader
of the Opposition holds up a list of what hé
calls 34 claims,

Mr, Munsie: T ean give you 50 cases in
Bounlder where declarations were signed and
the claimants were not eligible to vote,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is no
use for the hon. member to hold up that list.
Let him hand me the list.

Mr. Munsie: T will not.
see those people prosecuted.

Mr. Lambert: T know of 30 persons in
Coolgardie who voted without being quali-
fied. The Chief Electoral Officer knew of
those cases also.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: How could
the Chief Electoral Officer kuow of them?
Sueh cases, when made lnown, are investi-
gated. Some cases of that kind are in pro-
cess of investigation pow. As I said pre-
viously, owing to a deputation which waited

I do not want to
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on me, ¢ompriging Mr. Collier, Mr. Conning-
ham, and two other gentlemen, I am having
investigation made into cases to which my
attention was drawn by that deputation; and
I informed the deputation that I would con-
sider whether the time had not arrived when
we might stop the electoral prosecutions. Im-
stroctions bave been issued aecordingly. I
do not know exactly why the leader of the
Opposition asked for this information, any
more than by way of endeavouring to ascer-
tain who it was, or what organisation it was,
that supplied particular information to the
Electoral Department. 1 do not know that
there is any particular reason why that
should be hidden. There are two otganisa-
tions on the goldfields fighting each on one
side, and the fight is pretty bitter.

Mr, Lambert: Do not you think it is diffi-
cult to avoid taking either side?

Mr. Troy: Taking the side of the rata.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
know which side the rats are on. But most
certainly I contend to bon. members that if
a proper political organisation, recognised by
all parties, lays a complaint to the Electoral
Department that certain persons have voted
who have no right to vote, or that eertain
persons ar¢ on the roll who have no right to
be on the roll, the department should in-
vestigate those cases. In this instance the
department did investigate a number of those
cages.

Mz,
feeling.

The ATTORNEY GENERAJL: The whols
lot have not been investigated yet. However,
I offered before, and I offer again mow, if
thiere are any claims on the other side, or if
the other side say they have a number—I
cannot be expected to know—and if the oths:
side will send them slong, each case will be
investigated.

Mr. Lambert: But would it not be much
better for the Chief Electoral Officer to get
the adviees from either the municipal counet)
.or the roads hoard than from the political
organisation ¥

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Chief
Electoral Officer has never been ta any po-
litieal organisation in his life. He knows
his business too well for that. But if a
political organisation writes to the Chief
Blectoral Officer, or to the Crowa Selicitor, on
certain matters, the official writien to takes
notice of that. Similarly, of a member of Par.
hament asks me to look into a case for him, 1
do it. Why not? It is the proper thing to
do. Now, I want hon. members to recognise
that the Fiectoral Departmeut has been as-
sailed in a way which is wrong. I feel sure
that when the papers are laid on the Table,
any members who peruse them will see that
the cascs which are called gross cases are,
in fact, gross, and that eases which are
ealled mere irregularities are in fact sueh.

My, MUNSIE (Hannans) [845]: I am
pleased to know that the Attorney General
intends to lay the papers asked for on the
Table of the House., I do not know that T
would have touched on the subject but for

Lutey: It shows their democratic
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the fact that the Attorrey Geuneral dil ot
reply to one of the most serious of the
charges made by the leader of the Opposition.

Hon. P. Collier: He camouflaged it with
indignation,

Mr. MUNSIE: The Aftorney General en-
tirely evaded the subject of the heavy costs
allowed the solicitor who was appearing in
these prosecutions. In many instances these
costs were well over two guineas, and they
were awarded by the bench to the solicitor
for doing something for which there shounld
not have been any prosecution at all. There
are several other phases of the question
about which I intend to have something to
say. I do not know of an instance in any
other State where similar tactica have heen
adopted with regard to such prosecutions.
What right has a constabla to go to the
door of a house, and more partieularly fo a
war widow's house—

Mr, SPEAKER: T do not think that under
the motion before the House the hon. membar
can deal with prosecutions which have taken
place. T have allowed considerable latitude
already.

Mr. MUNSIE: We are asking for the
papers on account of these prosecutions, and
it is necessary to refer to the prosecutions
in order to justify our attitude.

Hon. P. Collier: These papers deal with
the prosecutions now being referred to.

Mr. MUNSTE: Exaetly. I want to draw
attention to the attitnde adopted by the
department. T do not believe that the police
would act as they did without reeeiving in-
struections from the department. The police
went along to people’s places with a typed
statement whiech war not given to the pesplo
to read. The police asked questions whiel were
typed, and wrote down the replies, and then
handed the statement to the individual to sign.
In many instances these signed statements
were put in as evidence against the people
themselves. What kind of an attifude is that
to adopt? The war widow to whom T have
referred, only three days before the visit of
the policeman, was fined 1s. and 4s. costs for
not having her name on the Federal roll. The
usunal questions were asked her and she an-
swered them. She filled in the claim card,
sipned it, and it was witnessed. Then when
she appeared before the court she was fined
and 21s. costs were awarded against her. This
was a woman, whose hnsband lost his life
while fighting for the freedom of his country.
The same policeman who asked her questions
at her front door cross-examined her in the
court, The woman owned the house and this
house could not be purchased for £150. She
did not put it there for £150. She signed the
card as being a freeholder, hecause she owned
the howse. Ti was snddenly discovered that
she did own it but that it was situated om a
gold mining lease, and that is what she was
prosecnted for. Cases of that kind are sean-
dalous, and more particularly when the police
are employed to pimp. That iz one of the cases
which was brought before the Attorney Gen-
cral. The Attorney General stated that the
two cases which were quoted by the leader of
the Opposition were not identical. As a mat-
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ter of fact they were absolutely identical. 1
do not care what transpired before. I admit
thet the man who was fined £10 was connected
with some other cases prior to that one coming
on, but in any fair-minded man’s opinion that
should not have had any influence so far as
the other case was concerned. The fact might
also be mentioned that both these men pleaded
guilty., And what was their plea of guilty for?
Merely for signing their names on ¢laim eards
as witnesses to signatures when they did not
see the claimants sign the cards., The Com-
monwealth and State cards are identieal.

Mr. Teesdale: Had not he been signing
dozens of cards?

Mr. MUNSIE: He had mot, and this was
the only instance where he &id nof see the
signature, If there had been ancther case the
Electoral Department would have got it. They
logked for it for all they were worth.

The Attorney General: I do not think they
investigated any other case.

Mr. MUNSIE; They have been making
careful inquiries. The charges laid against
those two men were identically the same, but
there was a big difference in the penalfies
which were imposed. The Commonwealth Act
provides for a 50 per cent. greater fine than
does the State Act. Under the State Aet a
penalty of £10 with £2 7s. eosts was imposed,
while under the Commonwealth Act the fine
was 1s. with 33, costs,

The Attorney General: You want to know
the precise facts of the case.

Mr. MUNSIE: I happen to know the pre-
cise facts of both ecases. There was no evi-
denee called in either case,
pleaded guilty.

The Attorney General: Wag it the same
magistrate who imposed both fines?

Mr., MUNSIE: No; but T do not eare
whether it was the same magistrate or not,
The Attorney General said there was no com-
parison in the charges; [ say they were iden-
tically the same, Neither person saw the elaim-
ant sign the card, and a plea of guilty was
entered in court. The Attorney Gemeral de-
clares that people are vutting in c¢laims for
hessian houses, T can quote another case, a
Kalgoorlie one, in which the individual, prior
to election day, wrote to the Chief Electoral
Officer in Kagoorlie asking that his name be
expunged from the roll, and stating that he
had no inteniion of voting. Still, this man,
beeause he happened to sign a claim ecard
which he helieved to be trme, and swore in
court that his house was worth 8s. a week to
him, was fined £3 and £2 16s. 6d. costs, This
is a scandal also, and it is time it was stopped.
Tt was admitted that the house was of cor-
rugated iron. Such a house is not a hessian
house, as quoted by the Attormey General, nor
is it a hough shed.

The Attorney General:
were all bough sheds.

Hon, P. Collier: One would gather from
your remarks that they were,

Mr. MUNSIE: Mr. Cook, the prosecuting
solicitor, said in eourt that the proceedings
were taken under Section 188 of the Eleetoral
Act, The defendant’s claim was in respeet of
a three-roomed corrugated iron house on the

as both men

I 3did not say they
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Paringa lease, assessed by the Kalgoorlie road
board at the annual value of £5, A man named
Fahey was canvaesing the district to get the
names on the roll, and induced the defendant
to gign the eard which was returned by Fahey.
On 5th May mounted constable McGuffie saw
the defendant and put certain questions in
writing to him, wrote down the answers, and
defendant signed the statement. The defend-
ant in court gave testimony on his own behalf,
and said that at the time he signed he under-
stood that his house was worth to him at least
83, or 10s. per week rental value, and he
claimed he was therefore entitled to enrol-
ment, believing that his propery was worth
£17 clear annnal value. He obtmined a claim
card from Fahey in Hannan-street, and was
not induced by Fahey to put in the claim
but he signed the card in the presence of
Fahey. He did not vote at the North-East
Provinee elections because he was convinced,
by reports he had seen in the Press, that he
was not entitled to record his vote. Then
he was fined, as I have stated. I do not know
why the Attorney General failed to say any-
thing about the appointment of a firm of soli-
citors to prosecute thesc pecple for what he
himgelf admits were trivial offences. The
Attorney General tried to make hon. mem-
bers believe that he made hig reductions in
the penalties when the facts were repre-
sented to him, but let me inform the House
that while the penalties totalled £54 the re-
luctions amounted to only £7. The Attorney
General has been wonderfully generous,

Mr. Jones: And what about the costs?

Mr. MUNSIE: Not one penny.

'Fhe Attorney General: I shall know what
to do next time.

Mr. MUNSIE: If ever T bring a ease be-
fore the Attorney General again, irrespective
of what T am saying to-night, T know that
the Attorney General will not hesitate to
congider it on its merits.

The Attorney General: 1 only know of
the cases that you people have brought under
my notice.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Attorney Gemneral said
nothing at all about the employment of g
firm of solicitors to do the work which
should properly have been done by the offi-
cers of the department. It ia a seandnl to
put people to these costs, The Attorney
General said these were breaches of the Aet
because those who signed the elaim cards
did neot own property of the eclear anuual
value of £17. In answer to an interjection
asking who was responsible for fixing the
annual value, the Attorney General said that
the court decided it. T wish to dispute that.
That has not applied in any of the prosecu-
tions on the goldfields. In each case the
prosecution has brought forward the gentle-
man who was responsible for fixing the rate-
ahle value, nameiy, the acting secretary of
the Kalgoorlie Roads Board, and his state-
ment as to the valvation has been taken. Both
prior to and after the election, even when
the prosecutions were going on, everything
possible wag done to secure from the Crown
Law Department or from the Eleectoral De-
partment an interpretation of the £17 elear
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aunual value.  Neither department was pre-
pared to give it,

'he Attorvey General: 1t cannot be set out
in ¢learer language than it is.

Mr. MUNBIE: The Chief Electoral Officer
has told me persopally that if a man owns
a reasonable dwelling house worth to him
more than 7s. 6d. per week, that wan, in the
opinton of the Chief Electoral Oflicer, is en-
titled to claim a vote for the Upper House.
When the Chief Electoral Officer puts that
interpretation upon the provision, 1 believe
he is interpreting the Act as was intended by
Parliament when the Act was passed. Who
is to judge of the clear anoual value? Here
is & man who swears in court that his house
is worth 83, a week to him. He is prosecuted,
but the man oceupying a house a hundred
rent, that man is entitled to a vote. It is
time we ended this ridiculous state of
yards away, for which he pays 10s. per week
aftairs, If no one can give ua a satisfactory
interpretation of the qualification, we should
be well advised in wiping out the provision
altogether and adopting adult suffrage for
another place. 1f any other Minister speaks
on this question, I hope he will give us some
reason for the employment of a firm of soli-
citors in those prosecutions, involving the
imposition of heavy costs, whereas the Com-
monwcalth Department employed only its
own officers to prosecute. 1 wish to empha-
sige the point that every defendant brought
before the court was a well-known supporter
of the party of which I am a member, and
that there has not been one from any other
political party. I am positive that the man
who has looked through this voters’ list
knows of dozens of men in that area who,
notwithstanding that their houses are rated
at under £17, voted at the last election. Yet
there has been no inquiry in the case of any
of those men. Tt is time these persecutions
—for they cannot be termed prosecutions—
ceased, especially when we remember that it
is persecution of people who are merely try-
ing to get their jnst rights, to obtain a vote
for the Legislative Couneil,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.6]: From past experignce we ean-
not be too careful in seeing that only qualified
persons shall be on the rell. At the same time
[ am of the opinion that the prosecutions
which hava taken place this year have not been
made in the interests of the protection of the
roll, but have been made for the purpose of
affecting elections held immediately afterwards.
in Fremantle we had prosecutions only a few
days before the election. One of these cases
ghould never have been brought into court. I
drew the attention of the Attorney General to
that ease, and he graciously reduced the fine
by one half. As to the imposition of heavy
finea in these cases, I think the blame to a
large extent lies with the House, that we trust
too much to those who have to administer the
law. We provide heavy maximum penalties
never intended to be imposed in the ease of
minor offences, and the mere provision of those
heavy maximum penalties is liable to miglead
the magistrate dealing with a minor charge.
In the Fremantle case to which I have re-
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ferred, a man wag living in a house far above
the qualifying value, There was also a wo-
man living in the house, and most people took
them to be man and wife. This man filled in
an electoral claim as occupier of the house,
and the canvasser who was going round with
the cards witnessed the signature, But the
elaimant had forgotten the number of the
block on which the house stood, and it was
agreed that it should be filled in afterwards.
However, the police took up the matter and
diseovered that the man and the woman were
not husband and wife, learning further that
it was the woman, and not the man, who had
taken the house from the landlord. In the
witness-box the claimant swore that he was
paying the woman £2 per week. The defend-
ant was fined £5 and, as I say, the Attorney
General subsequently reduced the fine by one
half. Probably there is not a member of the
House who would have refused to witness that
card.

Mr. Teesdale: Did they fine the tenant?

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: The reason the man
was fined was that the card was not properly
filled in when it was signed. It was not 8 eage
of roll-stufling at all, it was merely a technical
breach of the Ac¢t. The card was signed while
still lacking the particulars regarding the
block. It shows that due care is not taken as
to what cases shall be brought into court. T
agree with the leader of tbe Oppousition that
there is no necessity for employing a lawyer in
these cases, that an officer of the department
eould put the ease before the court equally
as well as 8 lawyer. The lawyer is thers to
presa for a convietion.

The Minister for Mines: Oh, no.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He 13 there to press
for a conviction. Once the prosecution is en-
tered upon, a conviction is required. There is
no neeessity whatever for a golicitor, If the
prosecution was undertaken by an officer of the
department, the costs would be greatly re-
duced. No doubt many people are expoged to
prosecution by reason of the difficulty in
getting an interpretation of ‘‘elear annual
value.,'" T had hoped that the Attoruey Gen-
eral wonld give us an interpretation of the
phrase. What does it mean? T tried repeat
edly to find out what was meant Ly annual
value. I counld not get anyone to tell me any-
thing, except what the rateable value was.
The annual value, however, is that whieh is
fixed by the local anthority.

Mr. Davies: The annual value is five per
cent. of the eapital value.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: No. [ understand
from the records of deeisions in England
which T perused in the Public Library that the
annual value is the annual amount of rent
paid for a property, less rates and taxes, 1
have acted in accordance with that interpreta.
tion ever since,

Mr. Nairn: How would it be assessed in
the case of a man whe was living in his own
house?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I only made in-
quiries 80 far as tenants were eoncerned.
When inquiries were made of me I would as-
rertain what -rent was paid, and I could then
say whether the pertons were qualified or not.
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Mr, Troy: Thbat is a very reasonable defini-
tion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is generally the
rule with local authorities, particularly in the
case of municipalities, after the annual value
ig fixed, to deduet 33 and a third per cent. to
allow for outgoings, and rates and taxes, ete.,
which reduced the annuzl value to the rateable
value, There are thousands of names om our
Couneil roll, becanse we accepied the rate-
payers’ roll

The Attorney General: The rateable value
must be of a lesser value than the other.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Thkere are thousands
of names on the roll because of the ratepay-
ers’ qualification, which names should not be
there, At the time the ratepayers' roll! was
made up, and at the time the Legislative Coun-
eil rolls were made up, many people who were
on the former list had gone to another dis-
trict, but because they were down on the
ratepayers’ list they were put on the Coun-
¢il roll as being qualified to vote, whether
they owned any property or not, or whether

thev were still ratepayers or not. The rate-
payer's qualification is a wrong one and
should not have been introduced. I remem-

ber the Hon. Sir Henry Briggs, when stand-
ing for the Weat province, telling wme that
one of his officers had counted no less than
300 unames of persons who had gone out of
the Province. No doubt many of these per-
sons voted. The wording of the Constitution
Avt Amendment Act is very clear to the
ordinary layman until the solicitora get at
it, and then it becomes difficult. The Act
readga:—

Where auy premises are jointly owned,
ocenpied, or held on lease or license, within
the meaning of the last preceding section,
by more persons than one, each of such
joint owners, occupiers, leascholders, or
licensces, not exceeding four, shall be en-
titled to be registered as an elector, und,
subject as aforesaid, to vote in respect of
the snid premises in casec the value of the
individual interest therein or any such
person separately considered would, wunder
the provisions of the last preceding sec-
tion, entitle such person to be registered as
an elector,

As 2 layman I read that to mean that in
the case of any house or dwelling that was
bringing in a clear annual value of £35 per
annum and ocenpied by two persoms, there
was joint occupation, and as there was joint
oceupation both of the persons were entitled
to vote. T helieve that has been the prac-
tice in the State for many vears. Last year,
just before the rolls closed, we were told
that both persons mnst he jointly respon-
sible for the rent to the owner. The member
for Swan, for ingtance, could not take a
residence worth £40 a year and them say
that the place was too big for him and share
half of the house with another man, for that
man, although a joint occupier, would be dis-
qualified, but the hon, member would have
the vate. The elause to which I have refer-
red was printed in pamphlet form and distri-
buted to every householder in the metropoli-
tan area, anid yet there is a possibility of
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a person wrongly claiming to be put on the
roll, and of being prosccuted for so doing,
We must have something definite in regard
to this, and atop these prosecutions. 1 hope
before the session c¢loses that the Act will
be amended so that we shall have something
¢ieur and definite to go on. There are many
persons on the roll who cecupy offices in the
city. These persens are not qualified to go
on the roll, becanse there are no leases in
existence and they have no right to claim
unless they have a lease, I was sorry to see
some of these prosecutions take place, and
cgpecially surprised at those which took place
on the Goldfields. Some also took place in
Perth last week, It was distinctly stated in
the Press that the Attorney General would
not allow any more prosecutions. Every
person thought that the matter was finished
so far as this affair was concerned, T think
the instruetions the Attorney General guave
should be carried out. I am of the opinion
that non¢ of these men would ever sign a
card again in the same manner, The time
has come when these prosecutions could very
well ceage, In respect to the declarations at
election time, mauy persons, particularly
women, refuse to sign them. 1 know of a
case In which the scrutineer smid that a
woman would have to sign a declaration be-
fore she could vote.

Mr. Nairn: What was the deelaration!

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX: That the person
was qualified to vote. I went to one of the
returning officers in the West Provinee, and
drew his attention to scveral of these cases.
I pointed out that the persoms in question
had been residing for 20 years in the same
premises and yet had been challenged. In
some instances I had the matter put right.
Many people are frightened at this request
for a declaration, think they are doing some-
thing wrong, and walk away. These things
do a lot of harm, although perhaps they are
necessary in some instances. Where there
are presiding officers who know the people in
the distriet, these things could not take place.
These circumstances, at all events, had a
tendency in the case of the last Provioce
elections to deter people from exercising their
vote, which they would otherwise have done.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [9.25]: T am
glad the leader of the Opposition has
brought forward this motion, because it pre-
gents an opportunity for the people of the
country to realise what the policy of the
Government is in regard to those who differ
with them in polities. I am in cordial agree-
ment with the member for Hannans {Mr.
Mungie) that these prosecutions have all the
elements of persecution. There is no question
about that. The hon. member has pointed
out that it is a well known fact that these

were labour supporters, supporters of the
party on this side of the Fouse. The Attor-
ney General himself admits that these

charges were laid in the first instance by
persons on the Goldfields belonging to the
rat section of the Labour party, whieh stands
behind the preaent Attorney Ceneral, and
that these persons were prompted by a spirit
of pure vindictiveness and malice, towards



436

the peeple on the goldfields who supported
the party represented by this side of the
Houze.

The Minister for Mines: That is a gross
reflection,

Mr. TROY: Let the Minister mind his own
business. He is not responsible for his actions
and is evidently incapable of looking after
himself, He should be grateful that, so far,
no one on this side of the House has thought
it worth while to notice his presence. If any
evidence is wanted that tlese actiony were
prompted by a spirit of persecution, I wounld
point out that this is not the first time in
the history of the country that persens havs
been found guilty of voting illegally. On
thege oceasions the persons who were found
to have voted illegally voted for the parti-
cular party represented by the opposite side
of the House, and in that particular intercst.
Were they prosecuted, or was any action
taken against them! No! TLet me take the
case referred te by the member for North-
Fast Fremantle, the instance in which a just-
ive of the peace and a postal vote officer took
the hand of a dying man and wrote the name
““J. J, Holmes,”' Was that man prose-
cuted, or removed from his position as a

Jjustice of the peage? No; he was
sheltered by that party which pretends
to be so pure, so just and fair. Let me

take the case of the election of the Hon. H.
Gregory. That gentleman secured his election
by the votes of men, his own supporters, who
voted illegally and in defiance of the retura-
ing officer, and in defiance of the scrutineers
of Mr. Buzacott, the Labour candidate, who
warped them against voting, Woere they prose-
cuted? No, they voted again on a second ocea-
sion, protected by that party which pretends
te stand up for purity, fair play and justice.

Mr, Harrison: IHow long ago was that?

Mr. TROY: That does not matter. Cannot
hon. members realise that every fibre of a man’s
body twinges with indignation when he finds
these people—

Mr. Harrison: Be accurate.

Mr, TROY: Supporting a persecution when-
ever the opportunity arisea? Take the prose-
cution of the leader of the Opposition during
the last few months. This was prompted by
vindictiveness, and is another instance of that
spirit to which [ have referred, God knows
history is full of such instances. Take our
statutes here, the very records of the Speakers,
and you will find instances, and thousands of
them, of people of the privileged classes more
especially being supported and protected when
they had voted illegally and fraudulently, and
then sat in the House in defitance of public
opinion outside. Every fihre ¢f my being is
indignant when T think that the men who go
into the back country, the widow of the soldier
mentioned by the member for Hannans {Mr.
Munsie), the people living in hessian houses
and bough sheds making this ecountry, cannot
get a vote. T say they are entitled to a vote,
and T eclaim the vote for them, Tf T could give
them the vote, I would give it to them, illegal
as that might be. They pay taxes and build
up the country, living in the arid portion of
the State under the worat possible conditions.
And yet any thief and hoodler, so long as he
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keeps within the law and acyuires projerty,
can get the vote. What arrant hyproerisy the
whole thing ia! DBecause these poor people, in
the honest belief that they are entitled to vote,
exercise their supposed right, they are perse-
cuted, There is the case of the soldier's widow
mentioned by the member for Hannans; she
did not even vote, and yet she was prosecuted.
A thief ean rob the widow and the orphan, so
long as he escapes the law he is & man hop-
oured in this country and can vote; as long
as he has wealth and power, he can do what
he will. But it is the people living in little
hessian and bough sheds that made this ¢pun-
try, and I will stand up for them while I have
breath in my body. Becanse they live in little
hessian shanties, they are sneered at in this
House by people who have not done hali so
wuch for this country, who are mot worthy to
unloose the latchets of the shoes of the dwellers
in little hessian honses, Whenever I hear the
peopie dwelling in the back country sneered at,
I ghall take instant action to defend them. Tn
the history of this country the party now in
power have persecuted the supporters of the
party now on this gide of the House. As soon
as the other party have found themselves on
this side of the House, they have pandered and
crawled in order to get favours. If this motion
has done one thing, it has brought this about,
that the people of this country know just
where they stand as taxpayers and as electors
of Western Australia. They kanow that tbough
they may be called upon to pay taxation and
to bear the burdens of the State, yet as stated
by the Attorney General to-night they are
wasters, wicked people, unworthy, and frauds.
T hope the people will lay that information to
heart. Tf they do, we may hope for a radical
change in the near future. T hope the perse-
cution will cease, If it does not, I shall on
every occasion emphatically express my opinion
regarding it. T cordially support the leader
of the Opposition in the action he has taken
to-night.

Mr. PICKERING (Sunssex) [9.35]: T had
not intended to speak on this motion, but as
a memher of the Country party, and as one
who has himself battled, I rige to repudiate
the assertion of the last speaker, and to de-
clare that T would not he a party to any per-
secution.

Mr. Troy: T do mnot say yon would be.

Mr. PICKERING: We members of the
Country party ate not responsible for perse:
cution by the Electoral Department. Person-
ally, T am not a supporter of persecution in
any shape or form.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder—in reply}
[0.36]: It is plain that in moving the motion
I was a little too gemerous to the Attorney
General, I gave him credit for having no
concern with what T characterised as politi-
cal prosecutions, But the speech of the At-
torney General has convinced me that in this
respect T was utterly over generous. I now
withdraw the statement T made in opening,
and say that everything I have uttered re-
garding the police and the Electoral Depart-
ment in the matter of these prosecutions T
apply to the Attorney General also. His
whole speech shows that I was mistaken, that
behind these prosecutions has been the malic-
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jous persecuting spirit of the Attorney Gen-
erul himself, He charges me with having
brought this matter before the House in order
to make charger. Why? Why is the Attor-
ney General indignant? Because these mat-
ters have been exposed to-night? Beeause of
the rotten administration of this department
by himself? There never has been disclosed
in this House, since [ have been a member of
it, such a case of malicious administration
ag in this instance on the part of the At-
torney Gemeral. And that is the cause of
hig anger, that-the country has been made
acquainted with the facts. So long as I was
content to interview the Attorney General
personally in the endeavour to get justice for
these people, he apparently was gquite content
to fool me by making promises and failing
to carry them ont. But his indignation boils
over when his incompetent administration is
expozed to the eountry. It is over two months
since the Attorney General made to me a
promige that before any more progecutions
were lauached, he would communicate with me
and with other members who had approached
him on the subject. But that prowmise was

not kept; prosecutions were lannched without .

any prior intimation being given us by the
Attorney General

The Attorney General: T wrote to the officers
a minute in terms with which you agreed.

Hon, P, COLLIER: The Attorney Geuneral
gave & promise that no more prosecutions
should take place—

The Attorney General:
cages,

Hon. P. COLLIER: And that if prosecu-
tion was found necessary, I and those assoe-
jated with me would first be communicated
with,

The Attorney General: 1 do not know any-
thing about thet. T read out to you what
T had written in the minute. and you ap-
proved.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The Attorney General
shows the cloven hoof now. Tt proves that
people exercised back-stairs influence with
him. He asserts that eards were put in whole-
sale by irrerponsible individuals, and even by
members of Parliament, just prior to the clos-
ing of the rolls. Who are those people? Who
are those members of Parliament? Tt is just
the tittle-tattle of political partisans, who
have poured this into his ear, or have con-
veyed it to him through some other channel.
The indignation of the Attorney General!
‘‘Fraud, wicked fraud, and the perpetrators
onght to be in gaoll’’ Of ecourse they ought
to be in gaol; they live in hough sheds,

The Attorney General: T referred to the wit-
nesses, not the others.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The people who have
pioneered this country ought to be in gaol,
according to the Attorney General.

The Attorney Gereral: No; the witnesses.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The people who now
enjoy lives of luxury, and notably so the At-
torney General, as the resmlt of the toil of
these dwellers in hessian huts and bough sheds,
sneer at those who made the country.

Mr. Nairn: Are you prepared to back up
the action of the witnesses?

Except in gross
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Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member inter-
jecting, as father of the wretched National
party, naturally, when the whip is on them,
comes to their relief. I tell the Attorney Gen-
eral that he is pot going to adapt the school-
masterly attitude in thie House.  When he
stands up in his school-masterly fashion, with
his arrogant, bumptious, conceited little-pre-
tender’s style—

Mr. SPEARER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber ia not in order. The hon. member must
withdraw that statement.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes; T withdraw it.
T tell the Attorney General that his school
master tactics will not go down here. He is
too well known for sueh methods and such
tacties to have any effeet in this House, or
in the country either, Now, what is the
position? I have proved up to the hilt that
this Electoral Department, aver which the
Attorney General presides, has been work-
ing, throughout these five mouths, at the in-
stance of a political organisation. The At-
torney General’s defence is ‘‘How could we
do otherwise?  The Electoral Department
have enly a amall staff, and it would require
a large army of officials and cost thousanda of
pounds to examine and investigate the rolls,
50 that prosecutions might be launched
against all who are deserving of prosecu-
tion.’’ That is either a deliberate misrepre-
sentation of the position

The Attorney General: You have misunder-
stood me, -

Hon, P. COLLIER: Or it shows the grasp
which the Attorney (General has of his dutics
in the matter.

The Attorney General:
to investigate every case.
Hon, P. COLLIER: Mow are we to know?
says the Attorney General. When the Elee-
toral Department put these people in the
court, what was done hy the department?
They brought along the annual rateable valna-
tion of the roads boards, and put that in as
evidence, and relied uwpon that te prove the
fact that these people were not qualified. Tf
that is the proper proecedure, all that would
be required in order to determine the num-
ber on the roll who are not qualified, would
be to take the Legislative Couneil rell and
compare it with the roads bhoards®' lists of
annual rateable values. One man could do it
in an hour and he wonld be immediately pos-
sessad of a list of those persons whose rate-
able value was less than £17 per year, One
hour wauld enable the FElectoral Department
to obtain all the information which the At-
torney General says would take hundreds of
officials and cost thousands of pounds to dis-
cover. The fact that that has not heen done,
and the further fact that in not one of those-.
eages has a politieal supporter of the Minis- *
try been prosecuted, are evidence that justice
has been prostituted, in this instance, and
dragged in the gutter, and that by the At-
torney General. As regards these cases, too,
he has a list of them, his officers know of
them. Bot in not one ecase has action been
taken. Why? Why have prominent sup-
porters of the party with which I am as-

What I said was,
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soviated been singled out for proseeution, if
it is not a malicious political persecution? If
it is not that, why bas it been done? The
Attorney General, after having occupied the
floor of the House for about three-quarters
of an hour, had not explained, or even at-
tempted to explain, the matter. He merely
got indignant. He tried to cover up the
rotten administration of which he has been
guilty, by a show or a pretenee of indigna-
tion. These people committing frauds! They
should be prosecuted for living in  bough
sheds, for attempting to get on the rolls!
Everybody cannot live in wmansions and make
an arrogant and ignorant display of wealth.
These bough shed people, however, are honest
and deserving citizens just as much as the
Attorney CGeneral is, with all his arrogant show
of wealth in this country., He talks abount
hongh sheds! Tt is not the first time he has
made this remark. The Attorney General
has the utmost contempt for the class of
honest toilers on the poldficlds. [ remem-
ber not long ago. when rveferring to these
people, he said they were momads and
wanderers, who should not have a vote for
the Legislative Council. ‘That is the apirit
fn which he hag approached this matter; it is
the spirit in which he is administering bhis
department, that these people on the gold-
fiells are nomads and wanderers, that they
live in bough sheds, that they have not a
mansion and half a doZen motor ears to cn-
ahle them to display their wealth. These are
the people who should not have a vote for the
Legislative Couneil. That is the attitude of
the Attorney General. IFe has now given in-
structions that no more prosecutions shall
take place. No thauks to him, because the
six months limit has expired. He has carried
on his prosecutions as far as he can.

The Attorney General:  Prosecutions may
take place where the offences are indietable.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Why not amend the
Act and make it a crime and then the
Attorney General can get them all? The
Attorney Genernl has made a pretence
of impartiality, but is not going to be
accepted] so far as I am eoncermed, under
the suave exterior whieh he displays, He is
carable of just as much maliciousness and
Jolitical partisanship as any member in the
Ifouse or ocut of it. He has involved these
people who have been prosecuted in eoats of
£2 and £2 10s., and even £3, in eonnection with
trumpery cases like that referred to by the
member for Hannans, The poor soldier whose
widow was prosecuted would turn in his grave
in Franee or wherever his remains may he
Iring, if he knew that a Minister of the Crown
in this State had dragged his widow hefore the
court and had her fined in the mauner which
has Leen deseribed.  The Attorney General
shonll be ashamed of himself. He has tried
to camoutlage the whele thing by talking ahout
Fough sheds and fraud, the deliberate, wicked
frand of attempting to exereise a vote! There
are any number of wicked frauda going on
if he wants to put the law in wmotion and see
that justice is vindicated, wicked and corrupt
frauds which T hope to have the opportunity
af avbnaing bafare mMmanvy more daveE Are arer
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The Attorney General will then have an opper-
tunity of saying how he intends to administer
Justice. The whole purport of the Attorney
General’s speech was to convey the impres-
sion to the House that these people were all
guilty of wicked frauds and that they ought
to be in gaol

The Attorney General: No, no!

Hon, P. COLLIER: He tried to draw & dis-
tinetion between the Commonwealth and State
cases, but there ig ne distinetion. How iag it
that the Commonwealth provides a greater fine
than does the State! To say that because there
is adult franchise and not a property qualifi-
vation tor the Federal Parliament a person
who signs a claim is of necessity entitled to
be eurolled, is absolutely incorrect. It may be
that he has no more right to be plaved on the
Federal roll than the man who signs a eclaim
for the State roll. There are any number of
disyualifications in connection with Federal en-
rolment. 1 want to say that, having regard
to the fact that these proseentions have been
woing on for six months, the Attorney General
has known all about them. They have been
carriell on with his consent and approval, and
his department have been pushing them on for
political motives and no other ohject. If jus-
tice can be vindicated in this country by actions
gueh as have been deacribed to-night, we are
in a sorry position so far as the administration
of justice is concerned. Tt is not the first time
that justive has been dragged in the gutter,
and it is not the first time that the Attorney
General has been responsible for dragging inno-
rent people before the courts in order to in-
fliet punishment on them. We had cases like
these in the past twelve months, and where the
Attorney General was not beyond or beneath
handing over the prosecution of his own firm
or to a member of his own firm. T refer to the
|.W. W, proseentions,

The Attorney General:
monwealth matter.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Crown Law Depart-
ment of this State handled it for the Common-
wealth, and it was only a coineidence that these
rasea were built up by the work of the police
nf the State under the administration of this
Government, and that the prosecution waa in
the handa of the firm of the Attornev (enersl.
Then we have the virtuzons sounl of the Attorney
feneral boiling aver with indignation when he
thinks of those men who liva in bough sheds
daring to attempt to get their names on the
roll. The time will come when these men living
in bough sheds will have the right to have
their names on the roll, and when the men
living in palaces of hgicks and mortar will not
opeuny such prominent positions in the land
as they do to-day.

Question put and passed.

That was a Com-

BILL—PRESTON ROAD DISTRICT
SOLDTERS’ MEMORTAL.
Second Reading.

Mr. PICKERING (Sugsex) [9.55] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The ohjert of this
Bill. which T am submitting for the considera-
tion of hon. members. i3 to lezalise the trans-
ference of certain funds from one snecific
ahioot to another. A sum of monev was origin-
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ally raised by public subseription and by meaus
of entertainments and sports, for the purpose
of building a cottage hospital at Donnybrook.
The money was found principally by the people
of the Donuybrook distriet, and it amounts
approximately to £320, which is the total plus
the accumulation of interest. Repeated appli-
cations were made to the various Governments
to assist in the erection of the cottage hospital,
but each Govermmeént refused the application,
A letter was forwarded to the gecretary of the
committee of this fund by the Colonial Secre-
tary’s office when Mr. J. M. Drew was Colonial
Secretary, in which this oceurs—

With reference to the deputation which
waited on me while in Donunybrook recently
relative to the establishment of a hospital
at your centrs | have, since my return to
Perth, been in communication with my col-
league, Hon. W. C. Angwin, on the subject.
Careful consideration has been given to the
request of the deputation for Government
assistance, but it is regretted that the appli-
cation cannot be approved., There is a well
staffed and equipped hospital at Bunbury,
and at BEast Kirrup a building has been
erected for the accommodation of urgent
cages. The equipment for this building will
ha sent forward at an early date. Donny-
brook iz not a suitable locality for a base
hospital. The town is not a centre of in-
dustry, and as cases from East Kirrup would
have. to be brought in by train, no advantage
would be gained by detraining patients at
Donnybrook as against taking them on to
Bunbury.

It was evident that there was no prospect of
the Government conceding sufficient funds to
enable the hospital to he ereeted. In view of
that faet the committee got into eommunica-
tion with Mr. Frank Wilson, then member for
the district, and asked his advice as to what
should he done with regard to the funds. Mr.
Wilson consulted the Solicitor General, and re-
plied as follows:—
T have eonferred with the Selieitor Genera!
in eonnection with the cottage hospital fund.
The position is that money having been sub-
seribed for a specific object cannot be di-
verted from that object without the consent
of the subseribers or by Act of Parliament.
The easiest conrse to pursue will he for your
eommittee to call by advertisement a public
meeting of the subseribers to the cottage
hospital fund, and place before them the
resolution that the funds be diverted to the
soldiers’ memorial. This being approved of,
it would be necessary then to put a smail
Bill through Parliament legalising the trans-
fer, because you would, I suppose, find it
impossible to get into touch with all the
subseribers to the original fund. If there
are any large subscribers they could be ap-
proached by letter asking for their sanetion
to the transfer.
The committee took the adviee of Mr. Frank
Wilson and published an advertisement con-
vening a meeting of the subseribers of the
fund. The advertisement appeared in the
newspaper cireulating in the distriet, and read
as follows:—

A meeting of the subseribers to the cottage

hospital fund will be held at the Agrienl-
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tural Hall Dounybrook, on Saturday, Sep-
tember 15th, at 8 o’clock, to consider tbe
question of transferring the money to the
proposed soldiers’ memorial fund.
'Che meeting was held, and the subseribers ap-
pointed a committee to formulate a scheme for
utilising the funds. It was then decided that
the money should be devoted to the erection of
a memorial for soldiers. A further meeting
was held, snd it was agreed that the memorial
should take the form of a library and reading
room, and that in the vestibule there should be
provision for an honour roll, and that there
should also be a room for the roads board
office. This decision was arrived at by a large
majority, and the position now is that the
people of Donnybrook are entirely in accord
with the Bill which has been submitted. The
committee 2lso got into communication with
Millars’ Timber and Trading Company, who
were among the largest subscribers, and that
company offered no objection to the tranms-
ference of the money. They wrote as fol-
lows:—

We have received your letter referring to
the sum of £1) donated by thia company
towards the sports held at Donnybrook to
raise funds for a eottage hospital. We shall
be pleased to fall in with any arrangements
that may be considered best so long as the
funds are devoted to some patriotic object
of a similar nature to that for which they
were intended.

All the formalities, as laid@ down by the Solici-
tor General, have been complied with, and the
people of Donnybrook are almost unanitnous
in the direction of appropriating these moneys
in the direction I have outlined. The sugges-
tion has been made that when this building is
completed the returned soldiers shall be con-
stituted life members of the library and the
reading-room. The money subseribed is not to
be expended until after the war. At present
it iz lying at fixed deposit in the bank at
Donnybrook; but the period is expiring, and
the trustees want to invest that money in war
loan bonds until the declaration of peace. A
committee has been formed and a trust elected
to deal with these funds when the Bill aball
have passed. It is purely a measure to enable
the transfer of funds from one objeet to an-
other, and as the residents of the district are
in aeeord with the acheme I have placed be-
fore members I think there can bs.no objee-
tion to the passage of the measure. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Munsie in the Chair; Mr. Pickering in
charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Application of funds:

Mr. JOHENSTON: Will the hon. member
give us a brief explanation, showing where the
money is to go?

Mr. PICKERING: As I explained just now,
trustees have been appointed to deal with the
money as soon as the Bill shall bave passed,
The funds will be invested in war loan bonds,
and on the declaration of peace the money will
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be devoted to the erection of the building I
have deseribed.

The Attorney General:
is there altogether?

Mr. PICKERING: At present we have £320,

('lavse put and passed.

{lause 4—agreed to.

Preamble, Title——agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted,

How much wmoney

MOTION—HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE,
CLAREMONT.

To innuire by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from the 18th September
on motion by the member for Fremantle
{Mr, Jones), ‘‘That in the opinign of this
House a Royal Commission should bhe ap-
pointed to inguire into affairs concerning the
Hospital for the Insane, Claremont, in gen-
eral, and the death of Francis Andinach in
that institution on 29th June, in particular,’'

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister—Pilbara) [10.7]: T appreciate the
manner in which the hon. member brought
forward thizs motion, He said it was not a
party question. T appreciate that attitude.
After all, the activities of & hospital such
as the one under review sghould never be
made a party question. The hon. member
sail that all men of humanitarian views are
bound to unite upon the question of the pro-
per care and treatment of those mentally
afflicted. « T think it is possible to get even
a wider definition. T should say that all men
of wormal mentality agree on that proposi-
tion. As a matter of fact, I think I could
aay that every member of the House recog-
nises that this i the most dreaded of all dis-
eases, and therefore one of the meost diffienlt
to deal with, Whatever sympathies we hava
must go out tn those who are condemned by
Nature to finish their lives in that institu-
tion or even to reside there for a time. The
renson why we have more sympathy for
those people than for many others, is the im-
possibility of giving relief. TIn almost all
other diseases some measure of relief can be
given; there is something that we uaderstand.
We understand something about this disease,
but the patients are different. Very often
they are antagonistic. Physically they are
often quite well, and at times they appear to
be absolutely normal. That may last a con-
siderable time, 8Still we have to depend
upon our medical officers, on those in charge
of our institutions, to say whether or not the
patients are quite well. In thia particular
Niscase we often find that layvmen are pre-
pared to pit their opinions against those of
the medical profession who are attending to
the cases. Right down the last couple of
centuries we have had most searching in-
quiries in regard to hospitals for the insane.
Many books have been written, the main
theme of which has been the wrongful in-
carceration of some person in one of these
asyloms, Al will remember ¢‘Valentine
Vox,'" the ‘*Doctor’s Double,’’ and many
hooks of that deseription, the main feature
of which deals with the possibility of a sane
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man being confined in a hospital for the in-
sane. I myself have knowa many cases in
which for weeks men have been appareatly
sane, while at times they are insane. These
are cases in which the layman should not
claim to know more than the medical pro-
fession. Even the ‘*West Australian,’’ one
of the most careful newspapers in the Com-
monwealth, once made statements regarding
this very institution at Claremont. T think
it is the only ¢ase the *‘*West Auastralian'’
ever fought and lost. Their information
muat have been apparently sound. They
made statements regavding the treatment of
a patient in the Claremont Hoapital for the
Tnsane, An action was brought, and the
newspaper fought the case. When it came
to evidence bhefore the court, the allegations
of the newspaper were blown away as chaff
before the wind, and substantial damages
were awarded to the then Chief Inspector of
Insanc. It was, I think, the only case the
‘“West Australian’’ ever fought and lost.
I merely mention this to show the liability
of any layman to get into trouble by accept-
ing information from patients in the insti-
tution. Let me say that I know of no posi-
tion wheh T would be less inclined to oecupy
than that of superintendent of a hospital for
the insane. Possibly there are some compen-
sating conditions which 1 know nothing of,
but T would infinitely prefer to be working
in a ballast pit than managing an asylum for
the ingane. When hon. members ask for o
Royal Commission, they require to bear in
mind that the superintendent of the Clare-
mont Hoapital for the Insane has the most
Qifficult position in the State to fill. That
ia my opinion, and T ask hon, membera to
give that peint of view full consideration
before voting on this queston. T have here
papers concerning this ease, and T intend to
ask permission to lay them on the Table
so that members may go through them. The
Colonial SBecretary has done his best to pui
all the infermation that is obtainable be-
fore members of the House., Coming to the
case put up by the hon. member for Fre:
mantle, he saye, “If all things are well an
inquiry ecan de no harm.”’ I want to say
that if all things are well an inquiry is not
warranted. An inquiry at any time must
cause a congiderable nervous strain on those
about whom the inquiry is made and will
also upset the patients. The hon. member
ways that if one grievance exists, there mav
he many meore. T desire to say that in run-
ning an institution of this description there
always will be grievances. Tf we had a con-
tinnous Royal Commission sitting, grievanees
would occur, and T do net care who the Gov:
ernment or Ministry are, in an institution of
this deseription there mmst be  grievanees,
and always will be grievances, and a Royal
Commission will not tend to overcome them.
The main complaints made by the hon. mem-
her, and also made by a deputation which
waited on the Colonial Secretary were: (1)
Overcrowding of the institution. (2) Tusuffi-
cient attendants. (3) Insufficient medical
aupervision. Tn regard to overcrowding [ can
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assure the House, and I am sure the leader of
the Opposition and other late Ministers on
the Opposition side of the House will agree
with me, that there is no necessity to have
a Royal Commission to show there is over-
crowding in this institution.

Hon, W. (. Angwino: Tt has beern known
for over three years.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister}: Tt has been known for a long time.
The hon. Mr. Drew reported it, to my know-
ledge, three years ago, and the Scaddan Gov-
ernment were aware that this institution was
overerowded. An overcrowded institution is
not likely teo be conducive to good manage-
ment, but the proposition that is before us is,
can we provide accommodation; will our
finanees enable us to provide accommodation?
It this House could provide the Government
with something approaching £200,000, we have
a splendid site and we could get the plans—
we have them—and specifications of an up
to date hospital which wonld remove all
question of overcrowding. But unless we have
the money we cannot do it. T an sure mem-
bers opposite agree with me on that point.
[t may be possible to make shift by putting
additions to our present institution, but to do
s0 would not be making a complete job of
the matter. It would only be a temporary
matter. However, Parliament has shown that
we have pot the money to-day to make even
the additions. T can say for the Colonial
Secretary and for the Q(overnment that if
Parliament is prepared to vote £30,000 or
40000 for additions to this institution we
¢an make soch gdditions that will provide ac-
commodation for a year or two, That will re-
lieve the present pressure and unless Par-
liament is prepared to grant us the money,
and ean find it, we must do the best we can
under existing conditions. In regard to the
complaints madc; after all when we analyse
them they are not serious. Before dealing
with the file—I might say the peints are all
replied to—there arc one or two matters re-
ferred to by the hon. member. He says, for
instance,in regard to restraint, and it is also
asgerted that a fine form of restraint is the
administration of a medicine known as
“*white house.”” That will keep the unfortu-
nate people doeile for the period of a week or
10 days. ‘'White house’’ is a well known
remedy in every hospital in the world, and
consists of a dose of salts; that is what
““white house'’ is, and it is very often ad-
ministered. As a matter of fact salts are a
standard remedy, and T do anot know of any
better one. That is the last medicine I took.
This is the main part of almost every patent
medicine, The hon. member said that the
Tnspector General was attacked and had his
head cut open when he had a bodyguard of
six men, This gtatement is to an extent cor-
rect. The Inspector General, was attacked.
One of the patients put some smail stones—

11

seasonable sized stones—in a  stocking
and went for the Inspector General
from behind a door and hit him with
them, but the TInspeetor General had
no hodyguard. I want to say that T have
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been through that institution with the pre-
sent Inspector General and we went through
single handed. 1 will not say that he was
relying on me. TIf the Inspector General was
compelled to have a bodyguard then every
attendant would need a bodyguard and
if a bodyguard of six was not sufficient
to protect the Fuspector General, when he had
to move about, then the attendants would
have to move about in gangs of 10 or 12. The
experience of the world is that it is not
necessary to employ so many men in that
way. ‘The hon. member said that there was
grave danger in patients being allowed
ont woodeutting. I want to tell members
that no accident has ever happened to date
in that regard. Further, thc hon. member
said the patients were too mueh confined
and that they should be given outdoor work.
In reference to this institution T desire to say
as far as outdoor work is concerned, it pos-
sibly stands ahead of any institution of the
kind in the Commonwealth. This is the in-
stitotion that provides the Government milk
supply. This institution is breeding, and has
bred some of the finest strains of milking
cows in the State. The pigs bred at this
institution are known from the Gascoyne—
the member for Gascoyne has some of the
breed—right down teo Albany. There is
searcely a farming man in the House who
does not know of the asylum pigs and these
are to & considerable extent looked after by
the patients. The one charge defeats the
other. In onc instance the hon, member says
the patients should not be allowed out to
eut wood, and thep he says they do not get
enough cutdoor work, they are too mnech con-
fined. In regard to the charge of insuffi-
eient attendants, we ¢an only judge whether
there are sufficient attendants by comparison
with other institutiong, and I have here the
figures of three States of the Common-
wealth. The number of attendants, and when
F speak of attendsnts, T mean those attend-
ing on patients, the nurses, orderlies, and
that class of people —1 do not
inelude cooks, tailors, engineers or meehanics
of any deseription, but attendants on the pa-
tients. In Western Australia the proportion
of attendants to patients is—Males, 1 to 6.09,
females 1 to 5.98, average 6,06, New South
Wales, males 1 to 8.5, females 1 to .69; in
chronic enses 1 to 12, or a general average of
1 to 10. Vietoria gives the zsame as a general
average of 1 per 10. In New South Wales
and South Australia the attendants per pa-
tient arc 1 per 10. That means 1 attendant
to 10 patients. Tn Western Australia it is
one to six. I am not complaining about this.
Tt stands to reason when it is explained that
it is quite reasonable, We must have a
higher percentage of attendants than
has any other institution of its kind
in the Commonwealth, for we have
adopted the principle of eight hours
work for attendants in the iastitution
and having adopted that it brings the average
down. Allowing for the fact that our attend-
ants only work eight bours while in other
institutions they work 10 or more, we still
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have as many attendants per patient as the
other institutions of Ausiralia. I think, if
we can show that, we are showing that the
present Govermmment and  previous Govern-
ments have not neglected this imstitution. [
think 1 am right in saying that the Seaddan
Government introduced the eight hours prin-
eiple in this institution and the present Gov-
ernment are following that prineiple; they
have not attempted, nor do they desire to de-
part from it. It is perfeetly true that we are
short of medival ofiicers. There is a shortage
in this direction throughout the world. All
“the allied countries are short of medieal offi-
cers, and 1 hope that Germany is also short
of them. We are shori of one or two men,
and at the T'erth Public Hospital we are short
of eongiderably more than that. This is a
powition which cannot be overcome until we
have overvome the Kaiser. It is no use com-
plaining. We have to do the best we can with
the medical officers we have on hand. There
are many parts of the State which are without
medical assistance at all, and will have to re-
main without that assistance. T am sure that
this institution will be short of medical officers
until the war is over, as will also the Perth
Public Hospital. The member for Fremantle
(Mr. Jones), when bringing forward this mo-
tion, said that he was only quoting a few of
the complaints and that there were many more
he could bring forward. 1 propese to go
through some of the complaints which have
heen made by a committec which visited the
institution, and reported, T think, to the Mat-
ropolitan Council of the A.L.F., and later
waited as a deputation upon the Colonial Sec-
retary.  The union concerned, that is, the
union of attendants at the hospital, was never
eonsulted in regard to this committee, and did
not agree with a great majority of the state-
ments made by that committee,

Mr. Jones: T will deal with -that presently.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): The seeretary of the union caused that
statement to be published. It will be found, by
anyone who goes through these complaints,
that they are confined almost =olely to the
matters [ have mentioned, that is, the insuf-
feiency of attendants and overcrowding. The
first eomplaint they put np was under the
heading ‘‘Hospital Ward''—

’ In this ward there are approximately 50
beds and only one man ia in charge durtng
the night. On some occasions 20 or 30
patients may bhe bad cases at various stages
of insanity, and the nature of their cases
may be such that they require frequent
changing. The attendant may also have to
apply dressings to about half-a-dozen dur-
ing the night. Incladed among the pa-
teints in the hospital may be geveral pa-
ticnts under various forms of restraint with
a few suicidal cases and escapees thrown in,

Not an alluring proposition for the attendant.
At times the attendants on night duty in
the hospital have to attend to inmates suf-
fering from various forms of foul and loath-
some disease. The attendants are not al-
Jowed, under any ecircumstances, to leave
the ward, and asg there are no conveniences
provided for washing themselves, the atten-
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dants have to carry the germs of contaglon,
and risk contracting some awful disease.
The reply is—

It is correct that there are about 50
beds in this ward with one man in charge.
On no occasion can I recall where 20 or
30 patients required changing during the
night. To apply half a dozen dressings dur-
ing a shift of eight hours can hardly be
deseribed as excessive work. The statement
of attending inmates suffering from various
forms of foul and loathsome disease is
grossly incorrect, There has been only one
unpleasant dresging in this ward in the last
four years, and that was a man who even-
tually died from cancer of the face. If the
attendants should not Jdo this who on earth
are to do it?

I want to ask, who would do this? We caanot
prevent cancer, for if we could, we would, Tf
there is a patient suffering from cancer some-
one has to dress that patient, and if the at-
tendant does not who would do so?

My, Jones: What they eomplain of is that
they cannot nse anti-septic washing.

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): It will ¢come to that. The reply goes
on—

The statement that there are no convenien-

ces provided for washing is untrue, as

inn the hospita! ward a basin, jug and socap
are provided, as well as a cupboard, of
which the attendant holds the key, eontain-
ing all the modern antisepties.
And that seems te be what would happen,
Tt is quite matural that such a basin should
be there, and as a matter of positive fact it
is there, and the attendant ean wash his hands
as often as he likes.

T might add that if any attendant has con-

tracted any ‘‘awful disease’’ he certainly

has not got it in this institution. Further,

T am nof aware of any attendant baving

contracted any ‘‘awful disease’’ from his

duty here.
Then we come to the second
‘““Forms of restraint.’’

The methods adepted in the hospital of
placing patients under restraint are ont of
date and obsolete, and should be abolished.
When visiting the hogpital we saw men -
der restraint with their ankles tied with a
piece of sheeting. Tt is said that this sheet-
ing has been torn on several oeeasions by
the violent patients. Proper appliances
gshould be provided Ffor placing inmates un-
der restraint.

Mr. Smith: What do they want, wire?

Houn. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister}: The reply is—

If a patient requires to be restrained—
Bear in mind he has to be restrained.

We endeavour first to effeet this by placing
a sheet across his chest, under his arms, and
fixing that to the head of the bed, a eclove
hitech of the sheet is placed on his ankles
and attached to the foot of the bed. T
know of ne more humane and eomfortable
means of restraint than this method. Tt is
certainly much more comfortable and cool
for the patient than a straight jacket, the
latter being used only as a last resort.

eomplaint,
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1 ask, do the committee require chains to be
used? Conid there be anything more soft or
less likely to injure than a sheet?

Mr, Teesdale: Certainly not.

Hon. R. H, UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): Yo, Bir, know what a clove hiteh is,
and how it holds, and that it is the easiest
knot for relaxing. As a matter of fact 1 can-
not conceive of any better method of restraint
than a sheet across the chest and a sheet round
the ankles, with a clove hiteh round the legs
and tied at the bottom of the bed. Of course
sheets have been torn; it is quite possible they
have worn out. When the hon. member is re-
plying perhaps he will tell us what other
methods he would use, or what other material,
always bearing in mind that these patients
who are restrained have to be restrained owing
to the dreadful disease from which they suffer,
Apain, it is said that all hot water in the in.
gtitution is turned off at six p.m., after which
time it is jmpossible to procure hot water in
any quantity., Let me point out to hon. mem-
bers that these complaints are really trivial,
absolutely trivial. That the hot water is turned
off at six p.m. is true; but it would be unrea-
sonable to keep a Iarge boiler going as well as
a calorificator working in order to supply the
few attendants who might wish to wash their
hands during the night. Hot water in any
quantity nceessary ean be obtained every hour
by being brought to the wards by the rounds-
wen, That, surely, is sufficient. I think the
House will agree that it is sufficient. T do not
conatder it neeessary, and I do not believe a
Royal Commission would consider it necessary,
to keep the hot water supply un night and day.

Mr. Jones: T did not nse that part, you
know.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD (Honorary Min-
ister): No. Tt is the committee put this up.
The member for Fremantle said, “‘T have
given the House a few instances; I could give
many more.’' Bnt T have to look for them all.
Tf T had only to deal with the few that were
given by the wmember for Fremantle, there
would be nothing more for me to answer.
Those few T have angwered already. What T
am now doing is to answer the instanees put
up by the committee that went to the hospital
in order to find if they possibly could, any-
thing wrong in it. Here is something more
from that committee’s report—

Deaths in hospital. If an inmate of the
hospital dies during the mght, he has to be
Tnid out and washed by one of the attend-
ants who is on duty in the ward. When a
patient dies, a screen iz placed round him
to hide him from the other patients while
he is being washed and dressed. During the
yeriod that the attendant is attending to the
dead body, none of the patients in the ward
are under observation, and it would be a
~imple mafter for an inmate to either es-
cape, or attack an attendant.

With regard to escaping, T have to state that
if an inmate did eseape from that ward there
would be another door to get through in an-
other ward. As for attacks on the attendant,
there has not been an attendant killed since
the institution was opened, nor one seriously
injured.
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Mr. Jones: But you do not want to wait
until an attendant has been killed, do yout

Hon, R, H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister); The laying out of the dead body is
not specially an immediate duty, It can very
well be left, and is Teft, until the roundsman
arrives on the secena; and the roundsman comes
every hour. In the event of the work of lay-
mg out being urgent, there is an attendant
sleeping in the ward, who may be called. No
case is known where there was any necessity
for this step being taken. The next complaint
refers to the overcrowded state of the institu-
tion. That is admitted, and we do not reguire
a Royal Commission to find out whether it is
true. Regarding assistance in the hospital
wards, the committee stated—

At the present time an inmate is provided
in the hogpital ward at night to be on hand
if the attendant requires belp in the event
of being attacked by an inmate. This shows
the authorities recogmise that assistance is
required in the ward at night, but their
reagong for putting a lunatic there as an as-
sistant will be very interesting to know,

The Inspector General of the Insane replies
that the statement is untrue, that patients
have not been put there as assistauts. Apgain,
regarding the hospital ward the committee re-
port—

In this ward there are practieally 50 beds,
and only ome man is in charge during the
night, On some occasiona 20 or 30 of the
patients may be bed cases in various stages
of insanity, and the nature of their cases
may be such that they require frequent
changing. The attendant wmay also have to
apply dressings to about half-a-dozen during
the night. Included among the patients in
the hospitals may be several under various
forms of restraint, with a few suicidal cases
and eseapees thrown in.

Regarding No. 2 ward, it is stated by the com-
nmittee that in this ward@ there are 130 patients,
about 60 of them being in an observation ward
under one attendant, and that in this observa-
tion ward there are over 50 beds and four
cells; that the ward is so over-ecrowded that
the beds in some cases are not more than six
inches apart; that the patients in this ward
are suffering from various forms of mental
disorder, including ameng them patients of
homicidal and suicidal tendencies, The Inspee-
tor General’s reply is that the committee's
statemeuts on this ward are correct; that the
observation ward contains ahout 50 beds and
also four single rooms; it is not denied that
the ward is over-crowded, but it is denied that
the over-crowding is to the degree stated hy
the committee, of the beds heing only six inches
apart. At each end of the ward there iz an
attendant’s bedroom, with an attendant sleep-
ing there. TIn the event of emergency, all that
the officer on duty would have to do would he
cither to tap on the bedroom window, which
opens to the ward, or eall out, and he wonld
get assistance, Further, there is no occasion
for him to leave the ward to call for assistance,
if sueh is required, since the telophone is placed
in a handy position in the passage tehding from
the ward. There is another similar statement
ahout the observation ward, with whieh T do
not propose to trouble the House, As T have
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said, hon. members can refer to these papers,
which will be laid upon the Table, With re-
spect to No. 4 ward the committee report that
it contains about 61 beds and also seven cells,
and that only one man is in charge at night.
The patients in this ward, the committee re-
port, are suffering from various mental dis-
orders, and include epileptics, imbeciles, idiots,
and sufferers from senile decay, and general
paralysis. It is also asserted that among the
patients in this ward are some very dangerous
cases, requiring constant observation. Agaia,
it is said that many of the inmates in this
ward need frequent changing at night, thus
necessitating the performance by the attendant
of some very dirty and disagreeable tasks,
whilst he is unable to leave the ward until
relief arrives. No washing facilities being pro-
vided in the ward, the attendant, it is stated,
frequently has to wait a considerable time
before he is able to wash the filth off himself.
The reply is that this ward contains no danger-
ous patients, and that, if it did, there is an
attendant sleeping immediately over the ward.
It is true that a number of the patients in
this ward are dirty; but as regards washing
facilities the same remarks apply here as in
other wards, I do not know whether it is
necessary for me to go further with these
charges and the replies to them. The whole of
the complaints are, as I have said, summed up
in the two statements that the number of at-
tendants is insufficient and that the institution
iy over-crowded. Every statement made by the
committee has been answered, as hon. members
can verify for themselves by paying a visit
to the institution and having a look round it.
We are told by the eommittee that emergency
men are needed, and various other things; but
we have to bear in mind that the Claremont in-
gtitution has more attendants in proportion
to the number of patients than has any other
institution of the kind in the Commonwealth
of Australia. [ feel absolutely confident that
when hon. members have gone through the
filez they wil! say that no inqguiry is warranted
go far as the Hospital for the Insane is eon-
cerned. The expense of such an inquiry would
represent a sheer waste of money. We come
now to what is known as the Awndinach ease.
The member for Fremantle, in introducing
this phase of his eomplaint, said that he de-
pired to know what and who were responsible
for the death of Francis Andinaeh. T do
not know whether the hon. member desires
that a Roval Commission should inquire into
the question whether an attendant at the
Perth Public Hospital, or & memher of the
Police Force, was responsible for the death.
Tt seems to me it would he rather a new pro-
cedure to appoint a Royal Commission to in-
quire inte who was responsible for the death
of some man. Anvhow, so far as Andinach
is eoncerped the first thing we have on the
file is a report from Dr. Martell, who says:—
In reference to vour request re the And-
inach case T have much pleasure in sub-
witting the following for your informa-
tion. As nearly as T e¢an remember on
the momning of the 16th May last T re-
eeived n telephone call at about 7.30 to
go to the Madrid Coffee Palace. in High
Qtreet. Fremantle. to see Pranecis Andin-
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ach, whom they considered was insare.
Owing to electrical troubles I could not get
my ecar to start, and after wasting some
time I proceeded on foot to the Madrid
Coffee Palace. On making inquiries 1
found that the patient had been removed
by the police to the lock-up. On asking
the reason for this sudden action when
they had seat for me I was told by a young
lad (who I was given to understand was
his son) and another man, apparently
about 30 years of age, that Andinach had
hecome 80 violent that they were afrain
he would seriously harm himself, and that
in order to proteet him against himsclf
they had sent for the police fo remove
him. T was also informed that they had
had trouble with him all night, and that
for some hours he had been ‘‘knocking
himself about,”” and that they had sent
for me because he had become so violent.
T desgire to call attention to this report and
also one or two others in views of the fact
that efforts are being made to blame a hos-
pital or an asylum attendant for Andinach’s
death. Dr. Martell goes on to say—
When T heard this, T pasgsed the remark
that under the eircumstances, and especi-
ally as the people had sent for a medical
practitioner the police, for their own pro-
tection, should have waited and had the
patient examined.
The next report on the file with reference to
Andinach deals with his arrival at the Perth
Publie Hospital. Dr. Barker, ("hief Resident
Medical Officer, states—

In reply to your questions re ex-patient
Andinach, (a) Did the patient receive
adequate medical attention and examina-
tion during the time he was in the insti-
tution, and (b) before he received injuries
on Mav 20th? T beg to state this patient
was admitted at 5 p.m. on 16/5/18 on a
charge of unsound mind. He was ob-
viously suffering from acute mania, being
very violent and singing songs in a foreign
toogue. The attendant Dundas placed him
in the padded cell and T did not see him
until night time when the night attendant,
MeGowan, was on Aduty, and as the man
was quiet at that time, T did not open the
door of the cell, but put the patient on
Haust. Pot. Brom. with ehloral. The next
morning he was again vielent, and as soon
as the attendant opened the door he made
a rugsh at me, but the attendant quietened
him and he then burst forth into more
singing "ioterspersed with some violent
talk and ordering me out. The next dav
it was the =same, always being very
troublesome, and his voice was much
hoarser, and T expressed the opinion
to Dr. Clement that the man would
die of exhaustion from acute mania. You
mipght ask why the man was not sent to
Claremaont earlier. The reason for this
was that Mrs. Andinach came up to see
me and she asked me not to send the pati-
ent to Claremont if T could possibly aveid
it. and T promised her that T would do
what T could. At that time T thought
drink mipght account for hir behaviour,
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but she gaid that although he might have

had some, she did not think he had had

engugh to bring him into that condition,
or words to that effect. As to adequate
medical examination, I do not quite un-

dergtand what this comprehends, but 1

might point out that the map was sent in

for mental observation and one could do
this from a distance without any physical
examination being necessary. After he re-
veived spch injuries on the 20th, the only
injuries reported to me were a slight
cut over the left eyebrow and contusion
over the right, and those were adequately
explained to me by attendant Eacott
by the slamming of the padded door in
Andinach’s face ag he was making a wild
dash at the attendant. When I saw the
man on the 20th, he showed no signs of
other injuries than those ahove, and from
his general appearance [ did not deecm it
necessary to go over him (a) because he
always seemed to become more violent
when [ showed myself in the ward, and the
attendant remarked on that fact, and (b)
it would have mnecessitated the employ-
ment of etil) ferther force to have got the
man inte such a position that I could have
made a further examination, and from the
appearance of the man T did not think it
necessary or wise, From this cxplanation

1 think you will find that his medical ex-

amination and the treatment were ade-

quate, always remembering, which eritics
geem to Jose sight of, that the man was
an acute maniae.

Further on Dr. Barker writes—

Did Eacott make an adequate report to me

regarding the injuries deceased had sus-

tained in the struggle? In my opinion,
yes, but here T might state that REaecott
committed an error of judgment in not
sending for an orderly or orderlies to

* agsist him hefore entering the padded eell
to put Andinach in a strait-jacket. In
my opinion, if the ribs were not fractured
on admission, it is possible that the an-
fortunate fracture occurred in this strug-
gle; but there is no evidence to prove it,
and I do not think that Eacott used un-
necessary force or was malicions in the
exercise of his duties.

After that the patient was sent to the Hospi-

tal for the Insane at Claremont.

Hon., P. Collier: How many days was he
in the Perth Public Hospital?

Hon. R. . UNDERWOQOD (Honorary Min-
ister): From the 16th to the 20th. Then Dr.
Moxon reported as follows:—

T saw the deceased man, Andinach, at
the time of his admittance walking without
any assistance, together with another
patient who was admitted at the same
time. There was no indication that he was
suffering from serious injuries, otherwise
i should have been sent for, as in my ex-
perience the staff are particularly careful
to notify the medical officer immediately
of any signs of illness. T first saw And.
inach professionally on the morning of the
21st. He was then in a somewhat weak
condition, typical of post-maniaeal ex-

haustion. | ordered him to be kept per-
fectly quiet in hed, and treatment Was
directed to combating the exhauwstion pre-
sent. In view of (1) the impossibility of
obtaining any true insight into his medieal
state at that time, (2) his mental and phy-
sical exhaustion, (3) the absence of any
indication of serious physical injury or
disease, 1 postponed a complete mental
and physical examination of the patient
until a more favourable opportunity pre-
sented itself. No improvement being ap-

parent by the 24th, 1 submitted him to a

very thorough physical examination with

a view, if possible, to finding some fur-

ther eause for this. On the 23rd 1 had him

kept absolutely quiet, as T considered it

highly inadvisable to disturh Lim by a

lengthy ezamination, in view of his ex-

hausted condition. The resvlts of my ex-
amination on the 24th are fully recorded
in the case book and elsewhere, results
which were eonfirmed at a further exam-
ination by the Inspector General of the
Insane and myself on the 25th, and sub-
sequently on the post mortem table. There
waa no delay in commenting treatment,
which was directed, as already stated, to
overcoming the urgent condition of ex-
haustion present, Regerding the general
question of treatment, in the absence of
gavere haemorrhage from the lung, and
often even when this is present, it is, as
you are fully aware, a completely wrong
surgical procedure to attempt any active
loeal measures. To do this is not merely to
rigk, but to invite further injury. A per-
foration of the Jung from a fractured rib,
if unaccompanied by pulmonary haemorr-
hage, is not fatal per se; and if, as in this
cagse, haemorrhage be not present, the
majority of the cases progress to complete
recoverey. In Andinach’s case the deter-
mining factor at this stage was the post-
maniacal exhanstion.
The report goes further, hut I will not weary
hon. members with more of it. It has been
said over and over again that not sufficient
attention was paid to Andinach, that he
should have been examined. Dr, Moxon has
explained why he did not examine, and so,
too, has Dr. Barker.

Hon. P. Collier: Why, because he was ex-
hansted t

Hon, R. H. UNDERWQOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): And to have examined him would only
have increased the exhaustion, becanse foree
would have to be used to restrain him during
the examination., This would have done him
harm.

Hon. P. Collier: But he could not have ve-
gigted very much, if so completely exheusted.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWQOD (Honorary Min-
ister): The hon. member does not understand.

Mr. Troy interjected.

Hon. B. H.L UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister}: You shut up.

Mr. Froy: I have.

Hon, R. H, UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): Well, shut up. What you have to say,
get up and sgy it; do not sit there muitering
to yourself. Critics have said that an exam.
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ination should have been made. Let us see
what DOr. Birmingham has to say, a man ap-
.pointed visitor to the hospital, one who has
done a good deal of work and who is well
known in Fremantle. Here is his report:—

In connection with the Andinach case I,
W, P. Birmingham, was present at the post
mortem and am fully convinced that Dr.
Moxon was correct in certifying that the
cause of death was primarily acute mania.
My reasons are (1) that the condition of
the brain was guch as is found in cases that
bave died from acute wania; (2) that death
from exhaustion, the result of acute mania,
is by no means uncommon; (3) that the
state of the lung was not such as would war-
rant the belief that the pnemmonia had
reached the stage of the disease at which
death is likely 1o occur; (4) and, finally, the
whole course of the case points to acute
mania, rather than pnenmonia, as the pri-
mary cause,
Hon. P. Collier:

monia?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD (Honorary Min-
ister}: Dr. Williamas. T have here the report
of the visiting committee, who were appointed
uwader an Act pasced by this House. It is as
follows: —

The other case was that of Franeis Andin-
ach. In this case adverse comment hag been
made by persons unacquainted with the facts,
or nnfit to judge those facts correetly, with
reference to the three days’ delay in mak-
ing a eomplete examination of the patient,
When the patient arrived he was suffering
from exhanstion, the result of maniacal ex-
citement and restlessness; the patient was
still maniacal, and any attempt at a com-
plete physieal examination would certainly
have provoked resistance with more or less
struggling. This would have increased the
exhaustion present and gravely prejudiced
the patient’s chances. The one indication
for the management of this patient that
stood out elearly was to counternet the phy-
sical exhamsiion. To do this rationally one
had to avoid the risk of provoking a strug-
gle, and, bearing this in mind, we are con-
vinced that the course followed was a wise
one and judicious. We think that the cus-
tom of allowing a single attendant to
handle a violent patient, especially when re-
pressive measures have to be employed, is
unwise.

That is signed by 8, A, Casson, B, H. Darby-
ghire, and W, P. Birmingham.

Mr. Jones: But they never saw the patient.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): I do not know whether the hon. mem-
ber is prepared to say that they reported with-
out having seen the patient. Now we come to
the question of the burial of the deceased.
This, in my opinion, iz what caused the ont-
ery. In going through the files it will be
found that the Hospital for the Insane at
Claremont comes out of the trouble absolutely
clear, One of the doctors—I forget his name
—reported to the Chief Tnspector that this
man had died at about tem o’clock in the
morning.  About 10 o'cloek in the morning
he reported to the Chief, who immediately
rang up the Coroner, Mr. Davies. P.M. Mr.

Who said it was pueuw-
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Davies was at the time on the bench. He came
to the telephone at the special request of the
doctor amd discussed the case with him. The
doctor explained that this man bad died amil
that he had external bruises upon him, and
that he knew it was his duty to report the
ease to the Coroner. The Coroner asked him
on the telephone—telephone messages are al-
ways unsatisfactory—what in his opinion was
the cause of death, and the doctor, who at-
tended the case, stated that the cause of death
was aeute mania, but that he had reported the
case because these external bruises were on the
deceased. Mr. Davies said, ‘' Will you give a
certificate of death?’’ and the doctor replied
‘‘Yes.”” The Coroner then said ‘‘That being
30, I do not require an inquest.’’ The Chief
Inspector proposed that they should make a
post mortem examination themselves, but the
Coroner said, “*I do not think that is neces-
sary. Go on.’” Things then went on. The
leceased was to be buried, his body then being
at Fremantle, I believe. The people of Fre-
mantle, however, said, ‘*If thia man is buried
withont an inquiry we are bringing a charge
against the police,’’ Inspector Sellenger then
rang up the Coromer, as he should do. Mr.
Davies by that tine had received a written
report from Doctor Anderson, and, of course,
stopped the burial. I think members will
agree with me that Mr. Davies does not come
out of the matter very well, although allow-
ance is made for the fact that he was busy at
the time he was rung up, and that telephone
wessages are always unsatisfaetory. His first
report did not go to prove that his memory
was good, and when the case was put up
by the chief inspector we find that in his
second report Mr. Davies' memory fails in
one or two parts. There is one thing he en-
tirely overlooked, and that is that it is un-
necessary, and has been unnecessary for the
last year, to report deaths at the hospital, and
the faet that a report was made should have
shown him that there were some special cir-
cumstances in the case. Ordinarily, when
people die at the hospital at (laremont, they
are buried without reference to the Coroner.

Hon. P. Collier: On the certificate of the
doctor at the hospital?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOT} (Honorary Min-
ister): Yes.

Hon, P, Collier: That seems to be undesir-
able.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): As shown on the file, it was
customary for many years to report all
deaths. The eclerk of petty sessions then
called the attention of the chief inspector
to the faet that it was not neeessary
either under the Act or the regulations to fol-
low such a course. The faet, however, that
this case was reported to Mr. Davies should
have been suftivient to show him that it was
not an ordinary case. When he found Tnspee-
tor Sellenger taking a hand in it he became
pretty active. [ think the member for Boulder
will admit, if he peruses these files, that the
institution did all that was possible in the
matter., The doctors there saw bruises on the
man when he was admitted, He died, and
thev reported the case because of the bruises
on the body, notwithstanding the fact that Dir.
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Bentley wag prepared to give a certificate of
death, and actually did so. The coroner, how-
ever, sald ‘*Go on. I do not require an in-
guest.’’ They went on uptil Inspector Sellen-
ger came into the case. The hospital for the
insane at Claremont is in my opinien absolutely
cleared by the papers, which I shall presently
lay wpon the Tabie, In regard to the guestion
of an inquiry, it has been said that the hogpital
is all right and that an inquiry could do no
harm. [ am gquite prepared to assert that an
inquiry could do no harm s¢ far as the hospital
for the insane at Claremont is concerned.
T'hese files prove that statement. T have never
endeavoured to shield any public servant if
[ thought he was in the wrong. The Colonial
Seeretary has dome his best to aseertain the
full facta of the case. The cost of a Royal
Commission would be pretty congiderable. The
eost of such an inguiry would provide one or
two extra attendants, and some necessary fur-
niture, but that is not all. An inquiry of this
deseription has a most unsettling effect upon
the ‘patients themselves. It has a worrying
effect upon the medical officers, not only at
Claremont but at the Perth Public Hoespital.
It interferes with the general working of the
staff and of the medical officers.

Hon, P. Collier: You would mot urge that
any of these reasons were good grounds for
not holding an inquiry?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
. igter): I am trying to combat the statement
that if everything is all right an inquiry will

do no harm. T say that everything is all
‘right.

Hon. P. Collier: Then an inquiry is not
wanted.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
- ister): I claim that an inquiry is not wanted,
and that it is vnnecessary. Tt may be inter-
-esting for hon. members to note the action
" taken by the Colonial Secretary. The verdict
of the jury is that Andinach came to his death
by injuries received at the Perth Public Hos-
pital.

Hon., P. Collier:
Birmingham¢

Hon. R. H. TNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): The Colonial Sceretary says—

Since the verlict of the jury in this ecase
may imply eensure on c¢ertain institutions
under the eontrol of this department, | have
carefoily pernsed the inquisifion papers and
degire that full inquiry should be made and
reports submitted to me on the following
points: 1, Perth Public Hospital—(a) Did
the deceased receive adequate medical ex-
amination and treatment during the time he
was in this institution (1) before he re-
eeived injuries on May 20 and (2) after he
received sneh injuries? (b) Is the ohserva-
tion ward at the Perth Public Hospital, from
the points of view of accommodation, equip-
ment, and staffing, adequate for the purpose
it haa to serve? (e) Did attendarnt Eacott,
according to his own evidence and the known
faets of the case mse unnecessary violence?
(d) Did he act properly in attempting to
put the strait-jacket on by himself, in-
stead of calling for assistance? (e) Did
he make an adeauate report to the R.M.O.
regarding the injuries the deceased had sus-
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tained in the struggle?! (f) Was his evi-

dence at the inquest candid and satisfactoryt

(laremont Hospital for the Insane—(a)

What is the explanation of the evidence

that although deceased on his admission on

May 21st was obviously suffering from

recently received injuries he was not

thoroughly medically examined until the
24th? (In this connection I think it should
be understood that the subsequently ascer-
tained fact that no treatment could have
been of any avail, cannot be regarded in
any way as excusing delay in treatment.)
(b} Is it customarv or proper for a doctor
toe give a certificate of death when such
death has been caused, or coatributed te,
by injuries of whieh he does not know the
origin? {¢) Was Dr. Moxon justified in
giving a certificate of death in this case?

(d) Was the result of the telephonic com-

munication between the Inspector General

of the Insane and the Coronmer to issue &
certificate of death and to allow the burial
to proceed, or was it a4 request from the

Coroner for a written report on whick he

would base his decision as to whether or

not an inquest was necessary? Messen-
gers' Exchange—A complete history of the
written report of the Tospector General of
the Insane whilst it was in the hands of the

Mesgsengeras’ Exchange.

Those are the questions om which the Co-
lonial Secretary desired information. The
information has been supplied, and the Co-
tonial Sceretary is satisfied. I have read the
explanation, and T can say tbat T am satis-
fied. There is one other minute from the
Colonial Secretary, to the Under Secretary,
which T might read to the House—

As this file is likelx to be called for in
Parliament, T shall be glad if you will go
through it and see that it contains overy-
thing bearing on the case. If there are
other flles with anything in reference to
t{‘.ihe case, please have them placed on this

le,

Having gone throngh all the files myself, T
am satisfied that a Royal Commission wou]d
not elicit more than is on them. I do not
know where or bhow a Royal Commission
vould posgibly obtain further evidence.

IIon. 1. (ollier: Exeept in this respect,
that if those who wrote the reports pgave
evidence they would have to submit te cross-
examination; and being cross-examined is a
different thing from writing a report.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister}: Exactly; they would have to submit
to ¢ross-examination, T am not prepared to
say that eross-examination is altogether ef-
fective, either.  However, the Attorney
General may be able to deal with that as-
pect of the subject. Breadly, a Royal Com-
miggion would not be able to obtain other
information than already appears on the
files. T ask the House to consider the contenis
of these files, and when hon. members have
done s¢ I think they will recognise that in
this case further inquiry is not warranted.

On motion by Mr. Brown debate adjourned.

Houge adjourned 11.25 p.m.



