
[ ASSEMBLY.]

legislative Blosemblg,
Wednesday, 25th September, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p-m.,
and read prayers.

[For "Questions on Notice" aid ''Papers
Presented'' see ''Votes and Proceedings."]

PAPERS--P ERENJOR I AND RULIN
HOTEL LICENSES.

The PREMIER (Ron. H. B. Lefroy--
Moore) [4.401: As inany hon. members of the
House may desire to have beore them par-
ticulars regarding the Perenjori and Kulin
hotel licenses, it is my desire to lay the papers
concerning them on the Table of the House.

QUESTION-REPATRIATION BILL.
Mr. MONEY (without notice) 'asked the

Premier: In view of the undertaking given by
the Premier to the House on the 3rd September
that a Bill to repurchase estates and settle
soldiers on the land would be introduced im-
mediately the Add ress-in -reply was finished,
when will that Bill be introduced?

The PREMIER replied: The 'Bill has al-
ready been introduced, a-nd is set down for the
second reading. It is my intention to proceed
with the Bill at the earliest possible moment,

BIL-INTERPRETATION.
Read a third time and transmnitted to the

Legislative Council.

SITTING HOUR, ALTERATION.
The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy-

Moore) E4.44): T move-
That for the remainder of the session the

House, unless otherwise ordered, shall meet
on Thursday, as well as on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays, at 4.30 p.m., instead of at 11
am., as previously ordered, and Shall sit
until 6,15 p.m., if necessary, and, if requi-
site, from 7.30 p.m. onwards.

We have tried this innovation, anid I think hon.
memhers will agree that it has failed. The
old order of things is frequently found to be
the best. I was not aware at the time I
agreed to this amendment that this departure
had been tried some years ago without success.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: We were surprised to hear
that you were in favour of the experiment.

The PREMIER: It is certainly most incon-
venient for Ministers, and I think it is most
inconvenient for the large majority of mem-
bers of the House. Those who spoke against
the amendment were perfectly right in their
contention that to meet at 11 am, would be
inconvenient to Ministers and also to many
private members. When hon. members were
returned to this Hone, they must have been
seized of the position, that they would come to
a House which sat every afternoon at half-

past four o'clock. Business people, and others
wvho are ciosely occupied during the dlay, find
It mnost inconvenient to come to this House ink
the forenoon. I think hon. members will agree
that the innovation has failed to achieve its
object. No doubt it may have convenienced
one or two hon. members, but certainly it has
inconvenienced a large majority of the House,
andI therefore I have thought it my duty to
ask the House to retnrn to the old order of
things, which has obtained so long, and which
has proved in the mnain a success,

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.48]: The
Premier has taken me entirely by surprise
in submitting this motion. so soon after the
introduction of the change. The occasion is
one on which T might reasonably indulge in
the satisfaction of saying, "I told you so.''
When the change was mooted, I held the
view that meeting at 11 a.m. would prove
entirely inconvenient to the House as well
as to Ministers. That view was niot then
shared by the Premier, who has now come
round to the view I held a month ago. T,
on the other hand, have now adopted the
point of view which the Premier held a
month ago. While the hon. gentleman is now
convinced that I was right a month ago, 1,
as the result of experience gained during the
past four weeks, am convinced that he was
right a month ago, and I hold that we should
continue Thursday's morning sitting. The
Premier has said that the innovation has
proved a failure; but have we given it a fair
trinl? Four weeks is hardly a sufficient time
to justify the wisdom or otherwise of day
sittings. It is true that on Thursday fore-
noon the attendance of hon. members has not
been ovor-large; hut that, I think, has been
due merely to the fact that members have
not yet settled down to the new order of
things. How will the reversion to the old
order meet the views of the member for
Will iamis-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston), for
whose convenience, chiefly, the change was
made? There is the same need now as there
was four weeks ago for that hon. member
and other bon. members of the Country
party to catch trains on Thursday evening.
The day sitting suits me personally very well,
hut in the interests of the Premnier aknd his
Ministers I amt disposed to be considerate and
to abandon Thursday's day sitting. Let me
point out that in this matter the Government
have really had no assistance from those
members to whom they might have looted
to make day itting a success. In the quarter
from which the demnand for ay sitting came,
there has been absolute indifference, except
on the part of the member for Sussex ('Mr.
Pickering). Pnrticularly has the day sitting
received no support front the member for
Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) and the
macmber for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse), who were
loudest in demanding the change; and the
member for Katanning (M,%r. Thomson) we
have not seen at all on Thursday forentoons.
Perhaps those hon. members caught the train
which left on Wednesday evening. Certainly.
the attendance during the day sittings has
reflected no credit on the Hotise-ijix or
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seven members conducting the country's
business! In particular, the members of the
Country party were conspicuous by their ab-
sence; possibly they were to be found at the
Shaftesbury theatre.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [4,50J: As the
leader of the Opposition has selected these
cross benches for special attention, may I say
that his memory has proved as unreliable as
his judgment frequently does. T was not pre-
sent during the debate on the amendment for
day sitting. It was thought at the time,' I
understand, that day sitting would suit coun-
try members; but the train service has made
it of little use to us. We now feel that it
would be better, if only in the interests of
Ministers, to revert to the old sitting hours.
As regards keeping a House, we do not ad-
mit the accusation that we have failed to
assist in making the House on Thursday fore-
noon. These cross benches have been well
represented on every Thursday since the
change was made.

Mr. Sttubbs: I have never been away from
the Chamber on Thursdays.

Hon. P. Collier: Bitt you were in the
Chair.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr, PIESSE: In the best interests of the

House we should return to the old meeting
hour of 4.30 p.m. on Thursdays.

Mr. TROY (Mft. Magaet) (4.58]: Despite
what has been urged by the Premier and the
leader of the Opposition, I do not find myself
in accord with their view. Of course it would
be hopeless to Oppose the motion, having re-
gard to the expressions of opinion which have
been given; hut, in my opinion, the Premier's
remark that day sitting has proved a failure
is merely an expression of his desire that day
sitting should prove a failure. If meagre at-
tendance makes a failure, then the attendance
last night made yesterday's sitting a failure.
There is a great deal of hypocrisy on that
point. This House has been counted dozens
of times dnring evening sittings because of
non-attendance of members. In no sense bave
day sittings proved a failure.

The Minister for Works: Bnt they have
proved a great inconvenience to Ministers.

Mr. TROT: To Ministers it may be; but
that is the only ground for the accusation of
failure. The attendance at day sittings has
been something like that at evening sittings.
The day sittings on Thursday have been in
force for only one month, and I regret the
deprecating tone of the loader of the Opposi-
tion as to the convenience of members. The
Governnment are bringing forward the present
motion merely because it suits them.

The Premier: No. Day sitting inconveni-
ences a number of members.

Mr. TROY: When hon. members were
elected to this House, they did not coma here
on an understanding that they must assemble
at a certain hour of the afternoon, bitt with
the knowledge that they could fix the hours of
sitting. Members have a right to arrange the
sitting hours to suit their own convenience,
irrespective of the convenience of Ministers.
Although it seems hopeless to oppose the
motion, nevertheless If do so. If one day sit-

ting per week suits the convenience Of a nuw
her of members, that fact should receive con-
sideration. My opinion is that day sitting has
niot proved a failure. If it has been a failure,
thent many Other sittings have equally
proved failures.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J.
Oeorge-Mturray-Wcllington) [5.0]: The hon.
mnemaber who has just resumed his sektt, having
occupiedI the Speaker's Chair for a number of
years, no doubt has had many opportunities
for observation which have been denied to
others. I amn not going to contest the question
as to whether the House is or is not right in
fixing the times at which the sittings should
be held, but I take it that in fixing the hours
there should be taken into consideration the
fact that dlay sittings materially interfere with
the work which Ministers have to perform.
There is no possibility of taking uip the office
work in the evening at the conclusion of a day
sitting. The House would not expect the offi-
cers of departments like the Public Works or
Water Supply to work all day and then to be
at the call of Ministers after five o 'clock in
the evening, Ministers can carry out their
work in their otfices and attend the sittings Of
Parlient afterwards, but if they are to be
here during the day, when are they to perform
their Ministerial duties? The only time would
be at night, when it would be unreasonable to
expete the officers of the departments to at-
tend after having devoted the whole day to
their work.

Mr. O'Loghleu: If you had made that
speech a month ago the result might have
beeni different.

The 'MTNTSTFER F'OR WORKS: If I had
been here I certainly would have made it.
There are 800 or 1,000 nten in the departments
which I control and any delay in dealing with
matters affecting the working of those de-
pnrtments means additional expense to the
State. With day sittings of Parliament it is
absolutrely impossible even by putting in extra
hours at night to keep things going. The
leader of tite Opposition knows that one or two
Cabinet tmeetings must be held each week and
the time occupied has to be taken out from
the hours given by Ministers to their work. In
addlition to that if we take a whole day a
week to devote to Parliamentary duties we
cannot carry on our work in either an econo-
mical or business like way. For many years
past a certain number of members have ex-
pressed a desire that there should be sittings
in the day time. We have tried the day sit-
ting, and T am glad to say it has failed. If
it had been insisted upon Ministers would have
been nothing more than rubber stamps in
their departments. If hon. members want
something more than that they cannot con-
tinue to expect day sittings.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams - Narrogin)
[5.51: So far as I can see the numbers are uip
and the vested city interests have won again.
I would not have spoken but for the charac-
teristically inaccurate speech of the leader of
the Opposition, who saw fit to allnde to my-
self and some of the members Sitting on the
cross benches. The bon. member said that he
had seen a number of members of the Country
Party at a theatre on Thursday evenings. If
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he did, they were there after having done a
hard day's work, and if some hon. members
missed their trains and chose to go to the
theatre, I fail to see that that is a reflection
against them. So far as I am concerned, I
hare always advocated day sittings of Parlia-
inetnt and day sittings only. The Federal Par-
liaient can carry on its work in the daytime,
and other .Parliaments do so as well. I have
not seen any sign of failure in the day sittings
which we have had. It might have been that
w;hile soneclion. members opposite were weary-
ing the House with long and discursive
speeches, I was outside the Chamber attending
to soume of niy correspondence, but the samte
thing occurs in the evening. The system of
sitting at night is a relic of the ancient days
when there was no payment of members, when
members looked after their own businesses
during the dlay and came along to give the
public the fag-end of their energies after their
own work had been attended. to.

The -Minister for Works: They aid not do
badly either.

Mr. JOHNS\TON: To-day we are -well paid
for looking after the people's business, and
dlay sittings should have first claim on the
energies of the representatives of the people.
I prefer dlay sittings, hut as I said at the be-
ginning, the numbers are up and vested city
interests have won again.

Mr. WILLOOCK (Geraldton) [5.8]: 1 sup.
ported the innovation when it was submitted
at the beginning of the session, and of course
at this stage I intend to oppose the inotion.
We have not given the change a fair chance.
We received an assurance that the work on
Thursday would be confined to the daytime,
and it wvas expected that the House would ad-
journ at about five o 'clock, but on two occa-
sions the business was carried on until after
the tea adjournment, and on one occasion we
sat until after nine o'clock, If the day sitting
proved a failure it was because the Govern-
ment themselves did not give it a fair chance.
I do not see that the remarks of the leader of
the Opposition about the attendance of memn-
bers at theatres after the adjournment cut
much ice, inasmuch as the Government kept us
here longer than it was thought would be done.
I supported the motion originally to suit my
own private convenience and also because on
two of the sitting days Ministers could attend
to their official Anties and devote the evenings
to parliamentary work, and on the third day
they would perhaps welcome the change hero
after perhaps late sittings on the two previous
evenings. I thought also that it would] have
the effect of removing some of that irritability
from which the -Minister for Works sometimes
suffers, or that at any rate it would not be so
pronounced if we released him from one late
evening's sitting. It seems as if the motion
had been introduced for the purpose of con-
venioeing city members. They have been
elected to give the best of their time to parlia-
nmentary work and if it is necessary to do that
work in the daytime it should be done then.
Parliamentary duties are suifficiently important
for members to attend to during the day, in-
stead of which we sometimes find that they are
trieated as a side line. It seems clear that the

innovation is being discarded because city
members are being inconvenienced. I see no
reason for supporting the motion of the Pre-
mier.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [6.12]: I do not see how it is pos-
sible for Ministers to come here during the
daytime. We know that on Monday Ministers
spend a good part of the day in Cabinet; on
Tuesday morning they have to look after the
questions which have to be answered in Par-
liament; on Wednesday the Executive Council
is held, and] on Thursday they have to give up
the whole (lay to Parliament, while on Friday
the greater part of the day is taken up by re-
ceiving deputations. Under these conditions
how is the work of Ministers. to he carried onI
Are 'Ministers expected to take their work
home on the free nights that they have? ft
has to be remembered that what is wanted
just now is administration, and we cannot ex-
pect that if we keep Ministers here for a whole
(lay. I amn pleased thnt the Premier has
brought the motion forward; in fact I was
surprised at the beginning of the session that
Ie gave a thought to day sittings. The ex-
periment has not been a success because it will
be remembered that on two occasions in the
morning I found it necessary to call attention
to the state of the House.

Mr. Troy: That has occurred hundreds of
times on Thursday nights as well.

Mfr. Willeock: What about last nighti Half
the time there were only six members pre-
sent f

Hon. W. C. ANOWIn: In order that the
business, of the country may he carried on
properly it is necessary that -Ministers should
be able to devote the day to their oiffice duties.
I intend to support the motion.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.141: It was
originally thought that the Thursday sitting
would be confined to the day time, whereas
on two occasions the House has sat until
after the tea adjournment and on one occa-
sion did not rise until nine o'clock. I intend
to support the motion, because Ministers are
hampered in their departmental work. That
being the ease it is impossible for us to con-
tinue the practice of sitting during the day
time on Thuirsday.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.15]: If ;ve
desire to give greater attention to our par-
liamentary duties we can meet on Monday
and on Friday at the same time as we meet
now. But I share the opinion that Ministers
have not time to give to their administrative
work. Not only does the Minister for Works
carry home his files with him, but I believe
that, as a matter of fact, he carries his
under secretary with him also.

Mr. Troy: But there is no work going on
in the Works Depaitment.

Mr. LAM~iBERlT: Apparently the Minister
is going on all the time in one form or an-
other.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister for Works
is not uinder discussion.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yet it would seem that
he is the Minister most concerned. However,
I think that possibly the best hour at which
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to meet is 4.30 p.m. Uf the Session is at all
likely to be prolonged, I think the Govern-
ment should consider adding another sitting
clay, say Monday or Friday.

Hon. P. Collier: That would not get over
the difficulty of the Mfinister for Works.

Mr. LAMBERT: When the Minister for
Works is working he is all right; it is only
when talking that he goes astray. I would
certainly like the Government to consider the
advisability of sitting an extra day each
week, if by this mieans we can obviate any
undue prolongation of the session.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.17]: The
innovation has not had sufficient trial. I ap-
peal to metropolitan members to show a little
consideration for those who live in country
districts. Country members are prepared to
come here and do their duty, but frequently
we have to waste our time here during the
day, whilst metropolitan members attend to
their private businesses until 4.30 p.m., and
then come strolling up to the House. In all
seriousness, I say that some metropolitan
mtembers seem to regard politics as a past-
time, a side line. Those of us who have to
leave our honmes for the whole week are not
asking anything extraordinary when we appeal
for the day sitting on Thursday. The system
obtains in the Commonwealth Parliament,
and also in the State Parliament of Victoria.
I hope the HRs will consider the con-
venience of country members, and give this
innovation a little longer trial. There is no
reason why we should not meet at 11 a..
on Thursday and adjourn not later than
tea time.

Mr. JONES (Fremantle) [5.201: So rare
a privilege is it for me to be able to agree
with the member for Katanning that I can-
not resist the temptation to add my quota in
condemnation of the nmotion. There can be no
doubt that the day sitting on Thursday
has not had a fair trial. If, after only three
weeks the House shows the country that it
does not know its own ,nind, we shalt be
holding ourselves uip to ridicule. I am con-
vinced that if Country party members de-
cide to attend more regularly on the Thurs-
day mornings, we shall not again bear the
complaint as to thme small atteudances before
noon on that day. Just as we are becoming
accustomed to running the business in ac-
cordance with the interests of the members
on the cross benches, it is rather hard to have
to alter the system at so short a notice. I
plead for another three weeks' trial of the
(lay sitting. If, at the end of that period,
it is decided to revert to the old system, we
can then do so without loss of dignity.

Question put and passed.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
1, Agricultural Lands Purchase Act (1909)

Amendment.
2, Church of England Diocesan Fund and

Land.
Introduced by the Premier.

MOTION-SMELTING WORKS AT GERt-
ALDTON.

Mr. WIILLCOCK (Gernldton) [5.24]: I
move-

That in the opinion Of this House, iii
order to encourage the production of base
metals in the northern portions of the
State, a State Smelting Works should be
crected in Oeraldton.

Before dealing with the actual mnotion I should
like to briefly i-elate the history of lead
mining in this State. T. notice iii a curious
old alamauc, which was referred to by the
member for Greenough the other day, that
so far back as 18.38 the Geraldine mines were
in active existence. At that tirm they were
able to produce lead, and[ mine it profitably
at £10O per ton. Successful mining operations
were carried on for eight or ten years,
when, owing to the price receding to £6 per
ton, the operations had to cease. However,' as
the result of the Frainco-Prussian war in
1870 the prices of lead again rose and, in
consequence, there "-as a resuscitation of the
industri, iii the Geraldine district. Those
mines continued working successfully for
eight or nine years, when the price fell to
£7 per ton, and lead raining once more be-
came unprofitable. In 1902 lead was required
in various parts of Australia, and a motion
was moved in this House for the erection of
a smelter in Geraldton for the encourage
ment of the mining of lead ore. However.
the movement was not successful,' and the
proposed smelter n as not erected. But, as the
result of the discovery of telluride ore in Nall
goorlie. it heconme necessary to establish
smelting works for its treatment. The
smielter was erected at Freinantle. In the
course of the treatment of telluride ore of
the smtelter, lead had to be mixed in certain
proportionms. The question arose as to when(
the lead was to be obtained. None was be
ing produced in the State at the time, and if
wvas seriously proposed to import thre metal.
However, the Government, who to some ex
tent were behind the smelting company, de
sired that an attempt should be made to pro
cure lead in Western Australia before any
orders for it should be given abroad. Thec
Fremantle smelting plant was not erected
for the purpose of dealing with, lead ore at
all, but principally for the purpose of deal
ing with telluride and kindred ores. Ever
at the present time the whole of the capital
cost of that plant, only about 25 per cent, of
which is in misc, is made a charge on the lead
mining industry.

The Minister for Mfines: How do you wonl
that out?

Mr. WttjLCOCK: Only about one-quarter
of the plant is being used at present. The
smelting company have a very large plant al
F rem antle.

The Minister for Mines: For which they
pay.

Mr. WILLOOCK: They have to pay in
terest on the money, of course, Buat the phini
is not being utilised to anything like its jut.
capacity, and those who use it have to pa3
charges covering interest and sinking fund or
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the capital value of the plant, which, I am
quite safe in Saying, is not being utilised to
auything like 50 per cent. of its capacity.

The M1inister for Mines: The original own-
ers are not the present owners.

Mr. WILLUOCK: Still, if the plant were
being used to its full capacity the charges,
presumably, would be reduced considerably.
One of the greatest complaints in connection
with the Fremantle Trading Company is that
their plant is not a smelting works in the
proper meaning of the term. That is to say,
they only pay oin returns for one purpose,
namnely the extraction of lead. According to
the official records, the original Geraldine
mnines were known to contain as much as 20
ozs. of silver to the ton. However, by reason
of the plant at Fremantle being unable to ox-
tract any silver, the whole of that product is
being wasted, and as I say, the mines at
Geraldine in close proximity to those worked
in the olden days possibly produce half the
value of ore which was obtained in the olden
times. Instead of 20 ounces of silver they
may only get ten ounces at present. About
two years ago serious attention wan given to
the old lead mining fields at Geraldine, and
atter prospecting and working in that centre
for some time, something good was discov-
cred, on which minors are working at the pre-
sent time. The member for Greenough and
the mienber for Kalgoorlie gave some figures
as to the output of these mines during the last
twelve months, and a return has been laid on
the table of the House in regard to them,
therefore, I shall not say much in reference to
the amount of lead that is being produced
there. One of the things which the people have
to complain about is the prices charged for
smielting. Before the wvar the average price
charged at the Cockle Creek Works in. New
South W~ales was £1 Ils, a ton. I have copies
of the invoices here. For lead from White
Peak the Sulphide Corporation charged for a
particular shipment £1 Ile, a ton. I have here
s letter in reference to a shipment by Webb &
Co. of White Peak, which gives these partien.-
Jars-

Referring to 'Mr. Webb's shipment, I
have on our file the smelting charge of 30s.
debited against Webb for this charge. This
was in January, 1915; war was on then, why
these tremendous increases since?

The act assay value of the ore wras 48.21 per
centt. The value of the lead was £18 3s. 94d.,
and according to the figures which I have, the
net return would be £6 1s. Gid. per ton lean
the smelting charge of £1 us., which would
give an average return of £5 4e. 6d. per ton.
tUnfortunately the quantity treated was not
large2 and did not give much encouragement
to go on. Out of a total of over 10 tons the
amount received was only £39. I do not say
that I altogether agree with the views of the
correspondents on the matter, but there is a
serious cause for complaint in the way the
smelting charges have risen in three or four
years. One man in writing says--

I suppose you will laugh when I say, my
opinion is that German influence undoubt-
edly is the cause to cripple all lead mines by
excessive smelting charges; therefore to
stop Australia exporting lead is their aim.

The fact that the price has risen so consider-
ably from £1 11g. per ton to £0-a matter
of 300 per cent.-is peculiar. Various opinions
have been offered, but people do not know how
to account for it. This man has the idea that
there is some German influence at the bottom
of it. We should have some satisfactory ex-
planation as to the reason why the charges
have increased. The cost of firewood and
labour, which are the main things in smelting
works, have not advanced considerably. The
correspondent from whom I was quoting just
now says--

We find from statistics that 47 years ago
lead was sent from here to England and pre-
sumably made to pay, at £6 per ton. We
are advancing, are we not, in commerce anld
seience-47 years of it in lead commerce does
not seem to have benefited the industry.

I have another invoice in connection with lead
which has been ameclted from the same ore of
which I was speaking Ipreviously, and it is
very illuminating in regard to moisture. That
is one of the complaints as to the treatment
at the Fremantle Trading Works. Instead of
there being three or four per cent of moisture
in this particular shipment, the percentage of
moisture was .3, or one-tenth of what it was
in the previous quantity treated, The journey
of a fortnight or three weeks is not much, and
would not account for it altogether. The dif-
ference between the moisture in two or three
weeks is excessive. One result is ten times as
much as the result from the ore from another
place. As was suggested before in connection
with silver, this particular shipment, which no
one ever dreamt contained silver at all, was
sent to the Sulphide works at Cockle Creek,
and they gave credit for one ounce per ton of
silver in the shipment, and this was a ship-
ment which it was not thought contained any
silver at all. The return, according to this
particular invoice, was only about £4. Gs. per
ton on 50 per cent. ore. I have here the prices
charged for lead to he treated at the Suiphide
Corporation Works at Cockle Creek, and thee
do not compare very favourably with the charge
at Fremnantic at the present time. But there
is a different method of arriving at these
charges. The two companies operating have
different methods. The Sulphide Corporation
charge £2 5s. per ton on a basis for smelting,
and on top of that charge there is Is. 7d. for
eveny unit they treat of 50 per cent. stuff,
which would nmount to £3 l~s. 2d., or £6 4s. 2d.
per ton, to treat the ore at these works.

The Minister for Mines: 'Where is that?
Mr. WILLCOCK: At the Sulphids Com-

pany's smelting works at Cockle Creek. This
invoice and scale of charges has been obtained
within the last twelve months. It is a printed
document which anyone can see.

The Minister for Mines; They charge £6.
Mr. WILLOOCK: They charge £E6 now; that

is the basis of the smelting charge. I say there
is a peculiar inconsistency in the two com-
panies operating. One company charges at a
certain rate per ton and then advance the prive
for every unit of lead per ton of ore;, while
the Fremantle Trading Company have a base
charge on 70 per cent, stuff and advance the
price as the quality of the ore comes down.
They base their charge on a different method
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altogether. tor lead which contains about .50
per cent. of ore the Suiphide Corporation charge
£.2 s. per ton and Is. 7d. per unit., which
works out at £6 4s. 7d. per ton. The Fre-
muantle Trading Company have a standing
charge of £6 per ton for 70 per cent, ore, and
an additional penalty of Is. per ton is charged
for every unit under 70 per cent., that is on
50 per cent. ore. This would be 20 units below
the standard for which they have a fixed charge
and a penalty of is. per ton; and on 20 units,
that would amount to £1. The 50 per cent, ore
and the advance in charge is unfavourable to
the .lreninntle company to the extent of 16s.
per ton, and on top of that the most important
feature of all-for products such as silver,
gold, copper, or anything which may be in the
ore there is no consideration given by the
Fremiantle company, because they do not treat
it in that %vay. They do not treat the ore to
get silver out of it at all. It was estimated
that the original Geraldine ore contained 20
ounces of silver, but taking 50 per cent, of
that away-say that the shows working around
that district turn out ore containing only 10
ounces of silver-at the market price of silver
to-day-which I admit is abnormally high, he-
cause I received from the 'Mines Department
within the last week information that silver
was 4s. 5 7/16d. per ounce-the Sulphide Cor-
poration charge 7s. 6d. Say that the ore con-
tains one-half the amount of silver compared
with the amount contained in the ore previously
worked, and with the extra treatment charge
of 2'/,d. per ounce, we have a net return of
silver of 4s. 3d. pelr ounce. If this ore only
contained 50 per cent, of the anmount of silver
which the ore previously contained, we get
an additional return for silver of £2 2s. ad.
per ton. That is one of the reasons which has
actuated the people of this district in asking
that smelting works be established at this par-
ticular place.

The Minister for Mines: What charges
would you suggest should be made at a State
smelter at Geraldton?

Mr. WILLCOCI( I am not concerned about
what charges I would suggest. I am not a
smelting expert at all. Nevertheless, I do
think that with an up-to-date plant, and bear-
ing in mind the cost of the production of lead
prior to the war, considerably less than £6 per
ton should be charged for treating lead ore,
even at the present cost of materials. In con-
nection with silver, if only half the quantity
is contained in the ore which used to be found,
there would be an advantage of £2 29. Od. a
ton as a result of that precious metal being
mixed up with the lead ore, At present that
sum of money is wasted, because there are no
means available in this State of recovering
the precious metals which are now known to
exist in the lead ore. Another aspect in con-
nection with privately owned smelting works
is that people have not the confidence in them
that they have in an institution of the kind
run by the State. I do not say that this par-
ticular private institution is not run honestly,
nor do I suggest such a thing, but other people,
who have had more experience than I have had,
have not that confidence in batteries or smelt-
ing works or any other undertaking that is run
by a private enterprise such as they have in

similar works run by State enterprise. In an
undertaking run by the State no particular in.
dividual, no matter what his return may be,
will get a greater benefit than will the indi-
vidual whose returns are smaller.

The -Minister for 'Mines: I have known of
want of confidence in State batteries.

Mr. WIELCOCK: Possibly. At the sme
time, there is not the same necessity for
people to talk about State batteries as there
is in the ease of private batteries. I have
known of a very serious want of confidence
in private batteries. My experience of both,
and that of prospectors who have had to do
with either or both, is that the State battery
is preferred to the private battery, and peo-
pie will send a distance of 50 miles, passing
a private battery en route, in order that
their ore may be treated by the State under-
taking.

Mr. Foley: The general feeling about pri-
vately owned batteries in this State is good.

Mr. WILLOOCK: It is nevertheless a fact
that people have been known to send their
stuff from their gold mines right past a pri-
vate battery in order that it may be treated
by a Government battery.

Mr. Foley: I do not know why they do
it. In my opinion the prospectors have had
a fair run from private batteries.

Mr. WILLOOCK: I am not laying too
much stress upon this, but most people have
a greater confidence in an institution run
by the Government than they have in one
run hy private individuals. The policy in
connrection with the erection of smelting
works for the treatment of ore has always
bee,, to have su(ch works at the nearest point
at which satisfactory fuel can be obtained
for the operations to be carried on. In the
ease of Broken Hill the silver ore is sent
to Port Pinie, which is the nearest port where
a satisfactory fuel, in the shape of Newcastle
coal, can be obtained. In the ease of Cobar
and the copper mines there, instead of the
coal being trucked from Lithgow to that
place, it pays the persons operating at Cobar
better to ship the ore direct to Lithgow,
whore the coal is mined, and to establish
smelting works there. In the case of Oockle
Creek, the works are established in close
proximity to a coal mine. I do not think I
am far out in saying tbat all the lead ore
produced in Western Australia at the present
time is produced from in and around the dis-
tricts of which Geraldton is the natural port.
In view of the fact that fuel has to be
brought to that port in order that the ore
may be treated, the natural place for smelt-
ers, if they are to be worked on a profitable
basis, is at Geraldton.

The Minister for 'Mines: The lead itself
would have to be taken away from Gerald-
ton.

Mr. WILLOOCK: That does not alter the
position. The production of lead In this
country is considerably in excess of that re-
quired to meet the local demand, and this
commodity would therefore have to be ex-
ported. Although possibly at the present
time Geraldton is under a cloud so far as
shipping is. concerned, after the war and
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more shipping becomes available, there will
be just as many facilities for shipping ore
from Geraldton direct to other places, where
the product is needed, as there will be at
Fremantle. That is the experience so far
as wool and wheat are concerned, and I do
not think there will be any difference in re-
gard to lead. Some years ago when M r.
Dlooley represented the Geraldton eloctorate
he brought forward a motion that freezing
works should be established at Geraldton.
The Government of the day said, "If you
show us the products we will establish the
freezing works." I propose to show that
there is sufficient lead being produced, or
about to be produced, to warrant the estab-
lishmeat of a smelter at Geraldton. Accord-
lag to a report published in the Press to-day,
the Minister for Mines, who has just re-
turned from a trip to Cue, was asked to es-
tablish a State battery in Cue. He replied
that so far as he was concerned, if lie were
satisfied that sufficient ore would be pro-
duced to warrant the erection of a battery,
a battery would be erected. He also said in
effect, " Go on and produce the stuff and we
will deliver the goods in the shape of a
State battery." I should like to know from
the Minister what quantity of ore he would
require to be produced in the district for
hint to consider the establishment of a State
smelter at Geraldton. In connection with
the quantity of lead produced during the
past 12 months, we have certain particulars
placed before us in the return which was
laid on the Table of the Honse to-day. This
showed that the total amount of lead ore
prodneed in Northampton and district dur-
ing the six months ended 30th June last, was
4,451 tons. I quite agree that most of this
lend ore was produced by the Fremantle
Trading Co., and naturally having smelting
works of their own they will not be prepared,
unless they can have the ore treated at much
less cost than at present, to have it treated
at State works at Geraldton. They would
naturally, if there is a plant already in ex-
istenee, and if they can treat the ore there
profitably, want to treat it at Fremaiitle.
Outside the ore treated by the Fremantle
Company there were 1,201 tons produced in
and around that district during the same
period of six months. That would give an
average for the six months, at a time when
lead mining is only in its infancy and only
just beginning to feel its feet, of 201 tons
per month, or about 50 tons a. week. The
prospects of the fields are distinctly encour-
aging. I note with pleasure that many mem-
bers of the House have already been through
this field. The Mfinister for Mines has been
there, a.s well as the Premier, and several
meombers of both sides of the Chamber- have
done likewise. During the period under re-
vi ew, nc'-arding to this return, the average
productioni from Gallagher' amaine was T-)
tons per month. Sini-e 30th June, the aver-
age hats risen from 35 tuna per month to 15
toms per week, or aboitt 60 tons per month.
in the case of the Surprise mine, during the
is-rind undter review, the return shows a pro-
duction of 878 tons. T have here the latest

information with regard to that show. The
total tonnage to (late is 1,500 tons. The
proprietors now have 12 mouths' work in the
stopes, and the average is 100 tons per week.
The lode under foot is better and of a greater
width. Mr. Green, one of the proprietors of
the mine, recently mnade extensive inquiries
in the Eastern States in regard to the dif-
ferevice in the treatment charges between
those existing here avid those found
there. He says that the difference
in the treatment charges is approximately £3,
aind that no dedunction is made for refractory
ore, although an advantage is paid for this
refractory ore at the Port Pinie works. He
concludes a telegram I have received from him
on the :subject by expressing the hope that
Parliament will agree to a motion giving some
small assistance to this great industry. The
people connected with this mine have not been
very liberal in their estimates. They say that
they have an average of 100 tons weekly, and
that the mine is opening up considerably bet-
ter than it appeared to be going to do some
six months before.

The M.inister for Mfines: Do you say that
Port Pinie treats the ore for less?

Mr. WTLLCOCK: '.%r. Green expresses the
opinion that the difference in the treatment
(-barges is approximately £3 a ton, without any
deduction for refractory ore.

'.%r. 'Munsie: That is the difference between
Port Pinec andl the Fremantle smelters"

'.%r. wnzcocR:- That is so. There are
other considerations besides the basic charge
of £6 per ton for smelting. We have a 10 per
cent, deduction, which the Fremantle company
mnakes on all ore sent down. We also have the
difference in the moisture which is supposed
to be in the ore, and several other differences
which 'Mr. Green estimates as representing a,
difference in value of about £E3 per ton.

M.%r. Foley: Do you add freight to these
charges?

Mr. WILL('OCK: Yes. With regard to the
general outlook, we find that these people, who
have ever been conservative in their estimates,
and all of whose estimates since the mine was
first launched have always been well within
the mark, say that during the next 12 months
they will have a weekly output of 100 tons for
the period during which they expect to be
working. There are many other shows in the
district. The member for Greenough (M.r.
Maley), in speaking to a motion for a return
to be laid on the Table, gave some figures
with regard to many of the mines. The mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (MNr. Oreen), when speak-
ing upon the Address-in-reply also gave many
figures9, which no doubt members of the House
will recollect. There are four or five other
places that I could mention. Gallagher 's mine
is turning out 15 tons a week. The Three
Sisters is another mine worthy of mention.
Mr. Trude, a man who it must he admitted
knows something about lend mining, had a
look at this mine the other day, anid without
very ]]uch inspection was so satisfied with the
prospects that he took an option over it for
£3,000. M.%r. Hns Irvine-and everyone will
admit that he knows something shout mining
porsibilities in Australiat-said, after having
viewed the Surprise amine, that as far as his
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experience went there was nothing like it in
Australia.

The Minister for MAinies: Ask the member
for Cue about his opinion?

Mr. WILLOOCK: I am not referring to
gold-mining propositions. Possibly Mr. Irvine
is not as good anl authority on gold-mining as
he is on other things. He certainly has had a
great deal of experience. Possibly he will back
up his opinion with money in the next few
months. The developments which have taken
place-Il could give particulars of tbem--show
that there is now over £100,000 worth of lead
actually ready to be broken down at any time.
The Government have assisted the Fremantle
Trading Company by guaranteeing their over-
draft, and presumably the company are at pre-
sent working on a pr-ofit, though they say they
are working at a loss. As we know, figures can
bet made to prove anything. In connection
wit), price-fixing in New South Wales and
Victoria, only the people producing meat have
been afforded an opportunity of giving evi-
deuce as to what the price of meat should be.
They have proved to the satisfaction of the
price-fixing Commissioners in the-Eastern
States that meat should now be about double
the price it wasl in pre-war times. Undoubt-
edly the Fremantle Trading Company will, in
the same way, put forward the worst side of
the ease in the event of any inquiry into their
costs. The Government allowed them to in-
crease their charges by 50 per cent, one or two
y-ears ago. In the matter of by-products, the
Fremantle Trading Company's plant is abso-
lutely out of (late, ntterly obsolete. It entirely
fails to extract the precious metals known to
be distributed throughout the lead ore. Tf the
Government could prevail on the Fremantle
Trading Company so to alter their plant as to
allow of its recovering the silver ore known to
exist in the lead ore, some considerable mea-
sure of assistance would be rendered to the
lead mining industry. At present the cost of
treating the ore from this field is so great
that there is practically no inducement to
people to work their mines on a proper basis.
They are practically compelled to pick the eyes
out of the mne. In the case of the Surpise
mine, fortunately, most of the ore is of good
quality; but, as stated by my motion,' in
order to assist the production of lead ore
in the district, by far the better course
would be to erect a smelting works
locally, so that the low grade ore could be
treated for a reasonable charge. Oil the pre-
sent eharges, it costs at least £7 per ton to
treat lead ore. We ought to be able to obtain
for Gernldton a more up to date plant than
even that of the Suilphide Corporation in
New South Wales. Then the ore which is
not of very good quality and has not a high
percentage of lead could be treated, and the
process of picking out the eyes of the mines
need mdt be continued. The erection of a
smelter at Geraldtan would result in a con-
siderable benefit to the State in the matter
of railway revenue alone, increasing tile
traffic on a line which, but for the lead mining
industry, would be one of the worst payi .ng
in our entire system. While lead maintains
its present high price, every encouragement

should be given to these people to produce
lead and obtain the maximum price, so that
when the slump does conic they will be es-
tablished on a sufficiently sound basis to be
able to continue even if the price of lead
falls by £10 per ton. Possibly the Govern-
ment may object to the establishment of
smelting works at Geraldlton, on the score of
expense. But we have it fromt the Federal
Government that they are prepared to en-
courage the production of base metals. Mr.
WVatt, the Acting Prime Minister, said the
other day that the Federal Government stood
eomnmitted to the encouragement of the pro-
duaction of base metals in Australia. What
greater encouragement could be given to our
lead mining industry than the csab-
lishument of smelting works at Gerald-
ton? The Federal Government have stated
that in connection with repatriation
they have available a sum of two
million sterling which they do not expect will
be used for land settlement this year, and
which therefore they are prepared to use in
other directions. Consequently, if proper re-
presentations were made, doubtless some ar-
rangemnent could be arrived at whereby the
Federal Government would advance money
for the encouragement of the production of
lead in the Oeraldton district, It is not
only Northampton and Geraldine, and the
districts to which I have particularly re-
ferred this afternoon, that are interested in
the establishnment of smelting works at Ger-
aldton. Even Meekatharra, over aoo miles
from the coast, is interested in that project.
During the past 12 months Meekatharra has
produced about 400 tons of copper ore, which
has been sent over the railway to Geraldton,
or occasionally to Fremantle, for shipment to
the Sulphide Corporation's works in New
South W~ales. With up to date smielting
works at Geraldton, there would be no neces-
sity for the Meckatharra copper ore to incur
these heary' mailage and sea freight charges.

The -Minister for Mines: Can you estimate
the cost of a smelter that would treat copper,
and lead, and zinc as well?

.Mr. W~ILCOCK: On that matter I pre-
fer to consult the expert knowledge available
in the '.%ines Dlepartmient. In Yalgoo also
there is a copper mine which was worked in
the old days. Ten or 12 years ago I myself
went down a copper show at Yalgoo. If
treatment charges were any way reasonable,
work would proceed on that show, which was
closed down only on account of the costs
being too high; and this was due to the rail-
way freights and extra handling charges en-
tailed by the necessity for sending the ore
to New South Wales for treatment. Omit-
ting the Northampton district, we have
copper ore being produced as far south as
Arrino, which is situated about 100 miles
south of Geraldton. Naturally, that ore
would gravitate to Oeraldton if a smelter were
established tlmere eapable of so treating the
ore as to leave a decent return. Then there
is White Peak, som~e returns from which I
have quoted to-dlay. Again, there is a shlow
at Alaynard's, in the Upper Chapman district,
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which I bear is of considerable promise. I
think I have said sufficient to convince the
House that there is ample inducement for the
Government to erect a smelting works at
Geraldton as promptly as may be. A feeling
of uncertainty exists regarding what will
happen alter the next 12 months. The Gov-
ernmient, of course, have an agreement with
the Frenmantle Trading Company for the
treatment of ore during that period; but,
after that, no one knows what will happen.
From answers to certain questions asked in
another place by Mr. Hiekey, it appears that
the company have been sufficiently financial
to reduce their overdraft by £11,000 or
£12,000 during the past two or three years.
It is possible that during the next 12 months
they will be able to wipe out their overdraft,
and start off scratch. Then the Government
will have no control over them, and they
would be able to charge for smelting just at
their own sweet will. If the company raised
their charges so high that the people now
producing lead would find it unprofitable to
continue, then perhaps the Fremantle Trad-
ing Company would be able to come along
and take up the shows which had been
closed down and abandoned and work them
for the company's profit. Let me stress once
more thnt on a conservative estimate there
will be during the next 12 months, and after
that for a number of years, of frout 100 to
200 tons of lead ore available weekly for
smelting works established at Geraldton,
leaving aside altogether the copper ore
which wvill continue to be produced in Meeka-
thara and Arrino. Besides, there are well
known copper deposits in the Northampton
and Geraldine districtswhich are not being
worked at present because the expense of
sending the ore over considerable distances
is too heavy. Given reasonable smelting con-
ditions, the future of our lead mining in-
dustry is assured. According to all experi-
ence, the price is assured for the next two
or three years; and if only the Government
will do something practical in furtherance of
their policy of assisting production, they
cannot find a better field for their energies
than that afforded by the erection of smelt-
ing works at Geraldton.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. C. A.
Hudson-Yilgarn) [6.15]: 1 move-

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put, and a division taken with the

following result-
Ayes . -. - .. 24
Noes - . .10

Majority for -- .. 14

Ayzs.
Mr. Davie
Mr, Duff

M r. George
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hickniott
Mr. Hudson
Air. Johnston

Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

Lefroy
Money

AMullany
Nairn
Pickering
Nese

Mr. H. Robinson

Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Rooke
Snitb
Stubbs
Teesdale

Thomson

Mr. Angwln
Mr. Chenson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Holman
Mr Jones
Mr. Lambert

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Underwood
Verrard
Willmett
Hardwick

(Tatter.)

Nos&.
Mr. Later
Mr. Moosi,

Mr. Willoock
Mr. O1,oghlen

(Teller.

Motion thus passed.

Sitting suspended from 6.19 to 7.30 p.m.

PAPERS-ELECTORAL OFFENCES.
Hon. P. COLLIER (Bloulder) [7.30]: 1

nmov
That all papers relating to the prosecu-

tions of persons for offences against the
Electoral Act during the present year be
laid upon the Table.

It will be within the knowledge of members
that a number of prosecutions have taken
place on the goldfields during the past five or
six months for offenees against our Electoral
Act. I desire to see the papers I am Moving
for to ascertain, if possible, the motive, or the
power behind the throne, if I may use that
term, which has been responsible for the ex-
traordinarily long list of prosecutions. A ction
"'as conmnenced somewhere back in May last
and week after week, right down to the pre-
sent time, electors on the goldfields have been
brought before the court charged and fined in
niost cases for breaches of the Electoral Act.
I feel constrained to say that the impelling
force of these prosecutions has been mainly
political. ltn this respect I exempt the Attor-
ney General, who is administering the Ele-
toral Act, of any charge of that description.
V have spoken to the Minister on several occa-
sions with regard to these prosecutions, and in
sonmc of the instances he has met me by re-
ducing the amount of the fine, where he
thought he was justified in doing so. I know
also that each individual ease has not been
submitted to the Attorney General for his ap-
proval or otherwise before the taking of ac-
tion. Therefore, I make no charge against
him of political feeling or bias, but I do say
that there has been a. political force at work
which has urged on the officers of the Electoral
Department in a manner which I have never
known to take place in this State before. For
the past six months the Chief Electoral Officer
has been paying ninny visits to the goldfields,
"rhere he has spent a considerable time investi-
gzating these cases of wrongful enrolment. We
have had practically the whole power and in-
fluence of the Police Department at' the dis-
posal of the Electoral Department making in-
vestigations as well. As a matter of fact, one
vonstahle at Boulder has had practically the
whole of his time taken up for months past
making a kind of fishing inquiry with regard
to the qualifications of electors whio have land
their names placed on the roll. Even out in
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the back country police officers have been pur-
suing a simkilar course of action, and in every
case threse investigations have concerned elec-
tors who have been known to be prominent
supporters of the Labour party. The Electoral
Department say that a list of eleeforsi is sub-
mnitted to them, and that on the face of it
these electors appear to have been, guilty of
breaches of the Act, in which case the depart-
mnent has no alternative but to take Action.
I understand their explanation is that the in-
itiative is not taken by the department in
order to ascertain whether these people are
qualified or not, but the facts having been
brought under their notice they were in duty
bound to take notice. I do not know how the
Electoral Department conducts its business,
but if the officers of that department consider
that to be a satisfactory method of adminis-
tering the department, practically closing their
eyes to breaches of the Act, and taking no
action whatever unless they are prompted to
do so, or urged by some political organisation
to do so, it is an entirely improper method to
follow. Others on the goldfields have pointed
out that a long list could be compiled showing
that many people who are not supporters of
the Labour party are equally guilty of similar
breaches of the Act. The Electoral Department
may, ' Why do you not submit the list to us;
we will investigate the cases, and if iwe think
action is justifiable, it will be take.'' But
necither I nor the party with which I am asso-
ciated believe it is part of our duty to act As
pimps in that direction. Mforeover, I should
be ashamed of myself for the rest of my days
if I Aere to he responsible for any action
which w~ould result in bringing citizens of this
country before the police court merely because
they have endenvoured to exercise their full
rights of citizenship, even though in that effort
they had been guilty of a breach of the Elec-
toral Act. We have not taker, up the attitude
of indicating who should be prosecuted; we
say that even if these people were not legally
qualified, they were at any rate morally quali-
fled, and it is not a sufficiently serious offence
to justify our acting as spies and pimnps for
the Electoral Department.

The 'Minister for Works: What has been the
offen ce?

lion. P. COLLIER: There have been two
classes of offences. One is that a number of
people were charged with having signed claim
cards and testifying thereby that they had
w~itnessed the application for the right to vote,
when they actually (lid not see the applicant
sign the card. This has not been regarded as
n serious offence, yet it is one charge. The
other is for sending in a Card to the effect
that the sender was qualified to vote biy reason
of the faet that he occupied premises of a clear
annual value of £1. A number of these people
claimed1 enrolment and were enrolled, And it
was arserted, And the court upheld the asser-
tion, that they were not occupying houses of a
r-lear Annual value of M1. Tn these cases the
roads hoard valuation was taken and the prose-
rini officers put that in. In many instances
the valuation "-as £12, £14, or £16; at any rate
it was under the £17, and the court held that
the people enrolled were not qualified, and
consequently were guilty of An, offence. in

this connection, however, the Electoral Depart-
mnent themselves are to blame. 'They do not
know where they stand wvith regard to the
clear annual value qualification. There is no
standard to judge by; sometimes they take
the rateable vatue and sometimes they do not.
The rateable value is not necessarily the deter-
mnining factor. It is recognised that local
bodies assess their value at 33 per cent, lower,
so that a person who may appenr on the roads
hoard books as occupying a house of the value
of only £10 or £12 a year, may actuafly be the
occupier of premises worth considerably more
than £17, in which ease that person would be
qualified for enrolment. I admit that, in some
instances, on the goldfields, the values were
low, but I have a list before wae of 34 names,
and ninny more could be added, and the names
on the list are those who are known to be
political opponents of the Labour party, and
the rateable value of the premises occupied by
them, according to the roads board assessment,
runs from £1 to £16. Cliarly, then, these
people are in the sme category as those against
whom action was taken by the Electoral De-
partment.

The Attorney General: If you let me have
that list I w-ill investigate each ease.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I prefer not to do so.
I do not want to drag more people before the
court. J have no desire to see people prose-
cuted, evemn if, according to the roads board
valuation, they are not qualified for enrolment.
Morally, however, these people are qualified,
and if we take the standard of citizenship,
they certainly are qualified. I would not be
a party to prosecuting any person, whether that
person he a political supporter or opponent It
is extraordinary that these prosecutions have
been dragged on week after week for a period
of six months, and tines aggregating over £100
have been inflicted. And] although the whole
machinery, both of the Electoral Department
and of the Police Department, has been at work
making investigations in order to secure pros-
cutions, in addition to that a firm of solicitors
has been engaged in connuction with every case.
For what purpose? In order that citizens on
the goldflelds, who happen to be living in
houses rated £2 or £3 per annum less than the
qualification, shall be dragged before the court.
Compare the ordinary working man on the
goldfields with the working man in, say, Perth,
in regard to the qualification. Any house-
holder in the City is qualified under the Act,
for one cannot here get a house fit for a family
to live in which has not a clear annual value
of £17, But on the goldfields it is entirely
different. A luau in the humblest walk of
life in the City, receiving a minimum wage of,
say, fls. 7d. a day, lives in a house which quali-
fies him for a place on the roll of the Legis-
lative Council. On the goldfields a man may be
in receipt of £5 or £6 a week, notwithstanding
which the house he will there occupy Apparently
will not qualify him, according to the depart-
mental interpretation of the Act. It points
to the fact that the qualification is a geographi-
cal one. A marn in the coastal districts is
entitled to enrolment, but if he should go to
the goldfields to earn his living lie will not
be qualified as an elector for the Legislative
Council. So I say that some influence has been
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at work in or-der, not to see that offenders
against the jaw are brought to justice, but in
order to wreak vengeance, political Spleen end1,
spite, against a certain section of the people
of the goldfields.

Mr. Teesdalo: Oa the part of the depart-
ment?

lion. P. COLLIER: On the part of a few
prominent individuals in a political orgafi-
sation, who apparently kept on submitting
this list of names to the Electoral Depart-
inwnt, kept on presang the officers of that de-
partinent to institute prosecutions, until ap-
parently the department yielded to the pres-
sure. I have here a couple of instances
which 1 will read to the House, and so allow
members to judge of the manner in which
our State Electoral Department deals with
these cases, as compared with the manner in
which similar cases are deal with by the
Commonwealth Electoral Department. Here
is a report taken from the I"IKalgoorfle
Miner.'' The heading, it will be noticed,
is a simple one, ''A breach of the Electoral
Act.'' The report proceeds-

A plea of guilty was entered by David
Douglas in the Kalgoorlie police court
yesterday morning to a charge that he, on
.5th April, signed his Dame as a witness on
an electoral paper under the Common-
wealth Electoral Act, to wit, on a form
of electoral claim, without having seen the
person whose signature he purported to
witness sign the said paper. Mr. J. Ro-
berts, Commonwealth Electoral Officer, did
not press for a heavy penalty, the offence
being practically an irregularity. The
magistrate imposed a fine of Is. with So.
costs.

That was a Commonwealth case, heard on
23rd July. On 10th September, a State case
was heard. 'Mark the different character of
the heading. In this instance it runs, ''Roll
Stuffing; a Kalgoorlie case.'' The report
proceeds-

William Jfohn Burnett was fined £10l
with £2 7s. costs in default two months'
imprisonment, by Mr. P. L. Gibbons, ibM.,
in the Kalgoorlie police court to-day for
having at Boulder, on 23rd March, made an
untrue statement in a Legislative Council
claim card that he had seen a claimant,
John Kinsella, sign the claim, whereas he
(defendant) had not. This matter was con-
nected with one of the recent eases of roll
stuffing on the goldfields, where several
persons were fined heavily.

Here the charge was precisely similar to
the earlier one.

Air. Teesdlale: Was it the same bench?
Hon. P. COLLIER: No. I think the magis-

trate in the Commonwealth case was Mr.
Walter; in this case it was Mr. Gibbons.

The Attorney General: Mr. Walter is the
man for whom you never have a good word
to say.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not making any
comment in regard to the view the magis-
trates have taken of these cases. It may
have been due to the manner in which the
eases were presented. In the one case the
Conmmonwealth Electoral Department was re-

presented in court by only an electoral ofi-
vr, who said that the offence was not a
serious one, that it was merely au irr-egu-
larity. In consequence of this, the defend-
ant was fined a few shillings. But in the
State.-case the Eelectoral Department was re-
presented by a firm of solicitors, and, on a
precisely similar charge a fine of £10 was ini-
posed with £2 7a. costs. I have another Con,-
snonwealth case which was heard on the 16th
of the present month. Here is the newspaper
report-

John Daniel Mcaffrey pleaded guilty at
the Kalgoorlie police court to-day to hay-
ing signed a Commonwealth electoral
claim as a witness without having seen
the applicant sign it. A fine of 5a. and
4s. costs, in default one day's imprison-
ment, was imposed.

There are the two Commonwealth cases. In
the one instance there was a fine of 5s. and
in the other a fine of is., whereas in the State
case a fine of £10 was imposed with £2 7s.
costs.

The Attorney General: in lots of our eases
there have been fines of only 5s.

'Mr. Munsie: Not on the goldfields.
The Attorney General: Yes; I have in

mind four or five.
lion. P. COLLIER: There were a few

such, hut in the majority of eases the fines
ranged from £2 to £10. Whereas the Com-
monwealth Electoral Department apparently
consider the offence a mere irregularity, not
of sufficient importance to warrant the re-
tention of a firm of solicitors, the State De-
lpartlnent goes on contributing to the State
deficit by engaging a firm of solicitors to
appear in every ease, and to press for heavy
penalties. Tf there be any satisfactory ex-
planation iii respect to the difference in
treatment mneted out as between the State
and the Commonwealth departmens, at all
events% I have not heard it.

Resolved: That motions be continued.

Air. Hardwick: Are they not false declar-
ations?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Whatever they are,
the charges are all similar. I suppose it is
really a false declaration. Of course
I shall be told by the Attorney General that
these are all cases of men obtaining enrolment
by gross fraud, and that the department has
no alternative to seeing that the law is ad-
mainistered. I even anticipate that the Attor-
ney General will be somewhat indignant with
me for complaining against the prosecution of
men for what he will describe as gross fraud.
He will say that they have been dealt with
properly and in justifiable manner. In retort
f say that many of our Jaws are permitted by
this Government, as well as preceding Govern-
ments, to remain in abeyance. Breaches of
our statutes are being made every day, and
are winked at. If the law must be enforced
because it is the law, let me remind bion. mem-
bers that within the past few weeks, while
these very prosecutions were taking place,
race meetings have been held in Kalgoorlie, in
Boulder, and in other places within the State,
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where whole armies of people were engaged in
breaking one of our Acts of Parliament, en-
gaged in deliberate breaches of the law in
connection with betting. If the Government
can shut their eyes to such doings, and permit
betting to go on iii direct contravention of
our statutes, then I say that iii eases where
mn and womien are guilty of a no more seri-
eus offence tihan attempting to exercise the
whole rights of citizenship, the law dealing
with such offences can be and ought to be ad-
ministered with some discretion, some degree
of sympathetic consideration for the people
who, after all, are merely eadeavouring to
have their Dailes placed on the electoral rolls.
We talk about fighting to make the world free
for democracy. It is the greatest possible
hypocrisy, for the best of our manhood have
gone to the other end of the world to fight f or
freedom and liberty and citizenship, only to
find that, during their absence, their par-ents
and wives have been dragged before our courts
for endeavouring to have their names placed
on the electoral rolls. If there are any eases
in which latitude might be allowed in the ad-
ministration of our laws, it is in cases of this
kind. I can come to no other conclusion than
that these prosecutions, which have been
dragged out over a period of six months, have
been undertaken at the behest of prominent
political agitators on the goldflelds. N~o other
argument or explanation can I see for this
action, none whatever, and it is about time
that officers of the Electoral Department were
engaged] in some duties more conducive to the
welfare of the country than in spending their
time at considerable cost to the taxpayers in
endleavouring to drag before the Courts honest
law-abiding citizens for no other more serious
offence than I have indicated; and the con-
trat between the two departments is most
striking. It is little wonder that the Colonial
Secretory's Department, and other depart-
nients as wvell, show increased expenditure
month after month and year after year when
these highly paid officers can spend so much
of their time in pettifogging cases of this
kind.

Mr. Teesdale: You admit that there is a
percentage of deliberate falsifying at times.

Hon. P'. COLLIER: I am not saying that
they have been wrongly convicted in many
eases of the offences of which they have been
charged, but this must be remembered, that
the Electoral Department has not been able
to give a (-lear interpretation or clear decision
as to how this clear annual value is to be
arrived at. I know in the past that the offi-
cers of the Electoral Department have taken
the view that if a dwelling place or a house is
worth, say, £1 a year, which is about I7s. 6d.
a week, if the individual occupying that con-
siders that it is worth that to him, he is en-
titled to he enrolled. It may be a wrong in-
terpretation, but that is the view that has been
equivalent throughout the goldfields, and ac-
cepting that interpretation in good faith a
large number of people have sent in their
claim cards with a desire to become enrolled
believing honestly that they are entitled
to be enrolled, and the department knew
that perfectly well. Andl until the de-

1 ,aittient are able to define some method by
which the clear annural value may be arrived at,
they could be better employed than pursuing
the smatter to the extent to which they have
done. The law would have been vindicated if
a few cases had been taken and the matter
ventilated in the courts. That would have been
sufficient; it would have been a warning; it
would have placed the matter before the people
of the goldfields that under certain conditions
they ore not entitled to have their names
placed on the electoral roll. I am quite cer-
tain that people would not have offended
again. What appeals to ine to be a kind of
political persecution is the fact that the de-
pertinent does not seem to be satisfied with
having exposed the thing. They want their
pound of flesh, and week after week they drag
further citizens before the court. What pur-
pose is to be served? They have vindicated the
law and made it clear to everybody on the
goldfields, according to the decisions of the
court as to what they are or what they are not
entitled to, and having made it clear why
should not the prosecutions be stopped rather
than, pursue them. More particularly is that
tile feeling when we have cases which contrast
in this direction. I could get any number of
cases where the Commonwealth Electoral De-
partmnent say it is merely an irregularity and
do not press for a heavy penalty and the
majority art finmed a shilling. The next week
time magistrate sits on the beach and someone
appears for the State Electoral Department,
and the accused is fined anything up to £10.
I know there are certain individuals in Kal-
goorlie and Boulder who appear to have noth-
ing better to do than to be examining the
Legislative Council rolls and picking out cass
of this kind to show that people do not possese
the necessary qualifications. These people ap
ptear to think they are serving the nation and
the Empire and helping to win the war b
spending their time in this direction amd
placing the particular cases they have sifted
before the Electoral Department. If they hem
nothing from the Electoral Department withhE
a week or two they want to know why anm
they urge the matter in order to drag the lasi
man or woman bfeore the courts so that tht
eases shall be heard. If they like to pursuf
that policy, it is their concern. For my part
I am proud to say that none of the people who
are associated with the party to which I be-
long on the goldfields would be responsible fox
dragging any honest citizens before the courts
hecau~se they are endeavouring to exercise their
right. Hand this been a democratic country it
is a right l)eople would have possessed years
ao. We have this wretched property quali-
fiation for citizens to-day. If young men,
and a majority of the young men, single men,
sit hack they have been told they are sacokers
if they do not go to the war, because the call
comes first of all to the single men. The single
Than is told it is his duty to go and fight and
the majority are eases of the single men who
do not possess the property qualification, and
the majority it would be found have no right
to exercise the vote for one branch of the Leg
isature of the country for which they have
offered to sacrifice their lives. In some of them
cases a man is away fighting and his wife it
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prosecuted; in other eass the mother or the
father is prosecuted. In innumerable instances
of this kind the charge I make is one of poli-
tical influence being brought to bear. I do not
lay that at the door of the Minister because
I believe his instructions were of a general
character. He has not looked into all these
cases individua~y and decided which ought to
go on and which ought not, but his instruc-
tions have been of a general character and
only where gross fraud has taken place has he
directed that action should be taken. But the
interpretation or decision as to what consti-
tutcs gross fraud rested with the Chief Elec-
toral Officer or with the solicitor who is ad-
vising the department. I do not know who is
responsible. Mr. Stenberg has been on the
goldfields for days drawing his 15s. or 16s. a
day travelling allowance while absent from the
city. There is the local electral registrar as
well. Neither Mr. Stenber nor Mr. Sanders,
the ]ocal representative, is thought to hav
sufficient capacity to go into the courtsd
conduct the prosecution but so that no mistake
shall be made, a firm of solicitors is engaged,
while in the Commonwealth cases no one ap-
pears in the court except the electoral officer
and he is quite satisfied to state that the of-
fence is merely an irregularity and asks for a
nominal fine. I ask for these papers so that I
may see what correspondence has taken Places
because I believe a considerable amount has
taken place in connection with the breaches of
the Act. I w-ant to see the nature of the cor-
respondence and the parties who are respon-
sible for it. I move the motion standing in my
name.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson-Canning) [8.11]: The leader of
the Opposition has been kind enough to say
that I am not personally associated with any
of the prosecutions and any one after oc-
cupying the position of Attorney General
must know that in petty prosecutions that
come along the Attorney General is not in a
position to look into each case. I regret that
the leader of the Opposition has brought this
motion forward, because only about three
days ago the hon. member in company with
other goldfields members of Parliament
waited on me with reference to three or four
cases, including one which has been cited
here to-night, and I undertook personally
to look into the cases which I had never
heard of before and see that a fair thing was
done.

Hon. P. Collier: The trouble is that they
are going on every day; several have been
heard this week.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He also
asked me to consider whether sufficient pro-
secutions had not taken place and, as a mat-
ter of fact, I have already notified the des-
partment that I thought sufficient eases had
been taken and that there was no need for
further prosecutions. Therefore I am rather
astonished to find the leader of the Opposi-
tion detailing all this information before the
House, because he know what my persona,
opinion was. If the hon. member wanted
to make a demonstration he has done that,
but I should like shortly to explain what the

state of affairs is. I am entitled to ask for
an adjournment if I like so as to bring up the
pap~ers and to bring facts before the House,
but I have sufficient knowledge necessary to
explain what has taken place. The bon.
gentleman says an attempt has been made
by certain individuals on the goldfields to ex-
ercise the rights of citizenship. There are
hundreds of mien and women on the gold-
fields who never had the right to vote or
possessed the proper qualifications, yet they
hare the impudence to put forward claims
that they were entitled, and other persons,
in nmany instances of the agitator class, and
Some gentlemen, who have been described as
irresponsible persons, have been sent round
to take signatures and these irresponsible
persons have not taken the trouble to see
whether the person signed the card or not.
A number of cards have been sent in and
these irresponsible persons not knowing the
claimants rights or qualifications, sit down
and sign as having witnessed the signature
and that the person was possessed of the
qualification. The leader of the Opposition
conies along to the House and asks members
to believe that this is a mere irregularity.
That man, the witness, should be put in gaol.
He is a danger to the community. He is
a fraud and has committed a fraud. He
signs and certifies to something about which
hie knows nothing more than the man in the
moon. That is what I call a gross case. It
is not a matter of one or two cases, but
there were hundreds of such cases on the
Goldields. There has never been known
such a crusade in Western Australia before
as has taken place amongst a certain class of
the community, who were determined to
capture the Goldields seats at any cost.

H1on. P. Collier: What nonsense! Who
said that?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was said
in Kalgoorlie.

Hon. P. Collier: By those who were en-
forcing the prosecutions.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: By mem-
bers of Parliament, coupled with an ,rre-
sponsible person they had picked up, and
about whomn they have told mne, and who was
enrolling all and sundry upon the Legisla-
tive Council rolls, knowing full well that
when cards are put in the day before the
roll closes it is impossible to investigate all
such cases before the day of the election. The
consequence was that there was no chance
whatever, without an army of 100 men, of
sorting out all these claims, and all that
could be done was to issue instructions to
candidates on both sides-and this was done
in each case-to the effect that, if they had
any reason to believe that any person com-
ing up to vote was not entitled to do so, they
might challenge that person and ask for the
usual declaration. Moreover, knowing that
there were so many eases, I took it upon my-
self to make a public statement in the Press
in Kalgoorlie, and throughout Western Aus-
tralia, warning people in connection with
that very election that anyone who
attempted to vote, who did not poe-
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sesz3 the qualifications, would be pro-
ceeded against. I was aware that many claims
hadl come in that could hot be sifted out
within the time.

Mfr. Munsie: That has not been done.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The leader

of the Opposition says, ''Why does not the
department do this itself.'' As he knowsI
the Electoral Department is a very small de-
partment, and has a very small staff. In
these times, as head of that department, I
will not allow any more men to be employed,
even for the purpose of investigating cases,
than were then being employed. If, as the
leader of the Opposition suggests, they were
to endeavour to treat all alike, they would
hare to start on the Goldfields roll from the
beginning and go on to the very end, and
investigate every ease. This would cost a
mint of money, and I would not be justified
in paying that amount at the present time,
or employing the necessary number of men.
Where the attention of the department has
been drawn to any particular individual,' or
set of individuals, as having voted or at-
tempted to vote, or made a claim where they
were not entitled to, the department has in-
vestigated such cases. Certain claims and
lists were put forward by one political or-
ganisation, to which the leader of the Oppo-
sition has referred. He, and his organisation
in Kalgoorlie, were also asked to send in a
list, and were informed that each ease would
be investigated. The secretary of the or-
ganisation told the electoral officers that he
had a number of cases, but did not care to
giveP the names, just as the leader of the
Opposition says he does not care to give
the names. We cannot imagine who these
people are, but we said that the cases would
be investigated if the names of those who
were wrongly on the roll, or who had wrongly
claimed to be put there, were supplied.
There is not a single ease that my friends
opposite have asked should be investigrated
by me personally that I have not investi-
gated personally. In a number of eases,
where I thought the fine was more than the
circumstances warranted, I advised His Ex-
cellency the Governor to remit a portion of
the ifine, so that as far as possible the scales
have been held evenly in that direction. The
leader of the opposition says that certain
instructions are issued, but that the depart-
ment itself cannot define what is clear an-
ual v-sine. Clear annual value is in fact

what is the annual value; not what anyone
may think it is, or what I as the owner may
think it is, but what, in fact, it is.

Hon. P. Collier: Who determines that?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Court.
Hon. P. Collier: How?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: On ordin-

ary evidence. It is idle for members to
come here now and make these accusations,
when the very instructions that are issued
to-dny are those which were drawn up dur-
ing the regime of the Labour Government,
and bare not since been altered in one letter.
The form that goes out for the enrolment of
eled-tors for the Assembly, and the green
form which goes out for the enrolment of
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elet-tors for the Council are the same old
things that have been in use for years. I
have not touched them,

lion. W. C. Angwint The card is in the
Act.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am refer-
ring to the instructions. These instructions
were compiled cleanly, reasonably, and
cleverly by dlepartmental officers years ago,
and have not been touched. The clear an-
nual value, which is defined in the Act in
these plain word;, means not what a man
thinks. An agitator man may go round to
an individual who is living on a lease in a
bough shed and say to him, "That place of
yours is worth £52 a year. Are you not on
the roll? You ought to be,' and so that man
puts in a claim and says that he is entitled
to go upon the roll. He knows, however,
when he puts in that claim that he is not so
entitled.

Mr. Troy: Everyone should be entitled.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is an-

other thing. 'We are discussing the law as it
is at present. One of the cases brought
under my notice by the leader of the Oppo-
sition, wbich I have found time to look at
even this morning, was that in which either
a man or a woman claimed to be entitled
to enrolment in respect of certain premises
as freehold. These premises were not free-
hold at all, but were miere leasehold pre-
mises. That claim was signed and certified
to by- the Chief Electoral officer as being a
gross ease, and the prosecution went on.
Who will say that a man with sufficient in-
telligence to know how to claim a vote does
not know the difference between leasehold
and freehold, and does not know the differ-
ence between one candidate and another?

The Minister for Works: Until he was
told.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When these
prosecutions, which were authorised by inc
in general terms, were first started, after the
first batch had appeared at Kalgoorlie, I
think also one or two in Perth, and three or
four at Fremantle, 1, of my own volition,
without any requests from members of Par-
liament, issued a direction to the Electoral
Registrar, and I think a notification in the
Press, that I thought the law was sufficiently
vindicated in the case of carelessness or in-
accuracy, or irregularity, and requested him
not to take any mnore such cases before the
court, but only to proceed in gross cases or
in the cases against witnesses who made,
what I would call, a false statement, and
alleged that they saw cards signed and knew
the particulars thereon tn be true, when in
fact they knew nothing about them ad had
not seen themn signed. The leader of the
Opposition has made a reat point, as he did
in the deputation to me three days ago, and
which I investigated this morning although
I have not the details here, -with regard to
the action of the Common wealth in such
cases. I did not know that he had a good
word to say about the Commonwealth.

Ron. P. Collier: You never heard me say
anything against it. Do not draw upon your
imagination.

41.&V
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The ATTORNEY GENk'AAL: Other hon.
members have heard the member for Boul-
der. At all events the leader of the Op-
position held up a Commonwealth camo
against a State case. He omittedl to ay-I.
cannot imagine that lie forgot-that in
the Coummonwealth case, every man and every
woman is entitled to vote, but in the State
case for the Legislative Council only persons
with certain qualifications are entitled to vote.
In the Commonwealth ease there was an in-
regularity about the witnessing of a claim on
the part of a 'nan who is entitled to vote, but
in the case of the State the n was not en-
titled to vote, and the man who witnessed the
claim card falsely and wickedly signed that
which ho should not have signed. There is a
vast difference.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no difference
at all.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One is a
gross case, and the other may be described as
an irregularlity. I do not know the details of
the Commonwealth case, hut bave asked to be
supplied with them. I can imagine this. If
the leader of the Opposition asked a friend
of his, or asked me, to witness his signature to
a document, although I might not have actu-
ally seen him sign that document, I know
his signature so well that I could certify to
his having signed it. Only the other day when
a new member was being sworn in I happened
to say to one of the witnesses, ''IYou did not
see the member sign his name.'' The witness
could not do so because he could not see
through that member. In such a ease it might
be said that there had been an irregularity,
because, although the witness knew in fact
that the signature had been written by the
person concerned, he did not actually see it
done. Take the case of a man who signed a
document toilet away fromt here. That card
is then brought in to another individual. That
individual does niot know the man who lives
miles away, or his qualifications, or whether
he can read or write, neither does he know his
signature, and yet he certifies that he saw the
man sign. Will the lender of thd Opposition
say that this is an irregularity? I call it a
gross ease- of fraud. I would not be worthy
of the shoe leather I stand uap in if T wero to
occupy the position I do and see such cases
pass uonoticed. At all events, while I occupy
this position, I intend that they shall not pass
unn oticed,

Vr. Troy: That all depends.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It does not

all depend. The hon. member will have an op-
portunity later of venting his spleen.

"Mr. Troy' : I will show your character and
stir you up.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is a
nice sort of thing to come from an es-Speaker.

Mfr. SPEAKER: Order!
'Mr. Troyt I will show you up. The

scoundrel!I
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The member

for Mft. Magnet has referred to me as a
scoundrel. I ask that lie shall stand up and
apologise.

Mr. Troy: I withdraw.

The ATTORNEY GjENERAL: And apolo-
gise.

Mr. 'Troy: I W HLot apologise.
Mr. SPEARER: Order, order!
Hon, P. Collier: You do not control the

Rouse, you little bantam cock! Keep cool, do
not bounce about.

Mr. Tray: You old scoundrel.
Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Boulder

must keep cool. The member for Mt. M1agnet
must withdraw.

iMr. Troy: I withdraw it. It was said in
the beat of the moment.

Mr. S FEARER: I think the hon. member
should apologise to the House.

.Mr. Tray: I apologise to the House. I am
not one to make a fuss about things, hut I will
stir him up all the same.

Mr. SPEAKER: Orderl
Mr. Troy: Apologise to a man of your

reputation!
Mr. SPEARER: The member for 'Mt. Mfag-

net must keep order.
lionl. P. Collier: Let that Puritan go on.
Mr. Troy: It is time the country was told

about it.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- I dp not

like these remarks which I hear from beneath
the breath of the hon. mnember.

MIr. Tray: You will get it later on.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for

Mt. Magnet must keep order. I am surprised
at tlhe hen. member.

Mr. Tray: JDo not be surprised at me, Sir.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not

going to liken the Commonwealth eases to the
State cases. But there are frequently ease's
coming before our courts which the general
public, seeing only a short half-inch or per-
haps two-inch report, do not understand. No
one can understand such a case unless hearing
it right through. Occasionally we see that a
person has been brought before the Supreme
Court, or a court of assize, on a charge of
stealing, and has been given a sentence of,
say, two years, or three years, or five it may
be; and that in the same session to some
other person charged with stealing which looks
to the public the same sort of charge, the
judge has said, t"Yoil will be discharged on
your own recognisanices.'' For us renders of
the newspaper it is very hard to understand
the difference between the two casc5. I would
have 210 doubt that the judge had very good
reason for what he did, and that if the com-
plete facts were known the differeceo would be
apparent to everybody. But in the meantime
we trust the judge. Similarly, in these elec-
toral eases, in one ease the magistrate fined
the defendant £910, no doubt because in the
magistrate's view it was a, grave care, In the
other ease, the Commonwealth case, it is al-
leged to he merely an irregularity-what class
of irreguilarity we are not told.

Mr. Munsie: Both cases were identically the
same. The same charge was laid in each ease.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. The
leader of the Opposition has also alleged
against the 'Electoral Department that it makes
what he calls a geographical distinction, that
the ordinary working man living in the sub-
urhs of Perth on a warge of £4, or £5 per week,
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nec&ssarily lives iii a house that gives him the
£17 qualification.

Mr. Jones: But that would not be an ordin-
ary working man, earning £4 or £5 a week.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am Just
taking the illustration which the leader of
the Opposition gave. Obviously, such a work-
ing man would be qualified for the Legislative
Council. The leader of the Opposition asks
why such -a man should not be equally quai-
fled to vote if he lived on tt'e goldfields. If
lie lived on the goldfields iu the same class
of property, the same class of house, he would
be qualified to vote.

Mr Munsie: Nothing of the kind
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Now let tue

take the other proposition If a man living In
a hessian house, or on a leasehold, in Kal-
goorlie, living in a property worth perhaps
£5 per annum, if so munch, were to come to
the coast and live on the confines of Perth on
some leasehold place of the same value as
the goldfields property, live in a hessiau or a
bough house, lie would not be qualified to vote
in Perth any more than hie is qualified to
vote on the goldfields So that the geograph-
ical qualification does not apply. The leader
of the Opposition ls, further, accused some
persons of political spleen. He has excepted
mnc on that, and I would also pray the House
to except the departmental officers and all
persons connected with the department. I
propose to lay on the Table whatever papers
here may ho in connection with this matter.
There is nothing in those papers that hon.
members cannot see; and I say, let hon, inemn-
hers judge for themselves, but the hon. gen-
ticmnan wanted to make his charges against
individuals, or, as he says, individuals ia a
particular organisation. Who the individuals
are, I do not know.

Mr. Munsie: You will find out when we get
the file.

The ATTORNEY GENVERA.L: I do not
think we will.

Mr. Munaie: The letters scat to the depart-
inent are on the file, and we have proof of it.
Of cnurse, the silverfish may have eaten those
letters since.

The Minister for Works: If you know who
those people are, why do not you give the
names?

Mr, Troy: It would not be the first time
papers had disappeared.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. P. Collier: It is easier to get a Kulin

liquor license than to get on the roll. I will
give you something to go on with, before long.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney
General may proceed.

Hion. P. Collier: It is easier to take down
the Agricultural Bank throughi political pals
than to get on the roll.

Mr. Troy: It is easier to boom land, too.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The leader

of the Opposition also said that certain in-
dividuals were engaged in doing what be
called eggin g on prosecutions. I do not know
whether in that remark he was referring to
any departmental officers, or was still refer-
ring to outsiders and political organisations;
but I desire to say that I do nut know of

any fairer minded meon then the Crown Solict-
tor and the Chief Electoral Officer. The
Crown Solicitor has had a say in a good many
of the prosecutions which have taken place--
not nll of them. The Chief Electoral Officer
always takes wrhat I consider an unbiassed
view of all political matters, which neces-
sarily hover about the Electoral Department.

Honx. NXV. C. Angwin: Prosecutions are siome-
times taken to prevent people from voting,
where there is any doubt.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: So far as I
am aware, there was uo prosecution taken to
prevent any person from voting.

Hon. P. Collier: It is so. That signing of
declarations also prevents people from voting.
I know of several rep utable people on the
goldfields who have been prevented by that
means from voting.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will take
one. case at a time. I think I am right in
saying that, owing to the paucity of officers
in the department, no claims were investigated
until after the election and no prosecution was
launched against any person until after the
election. I umay be wrong, but I think I am
right.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Was not there a case
at Fremuantle?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There inay
have been a case at Premantle. I believe
there was. But there was none on the gold-
fields. Now let us take the other phase of
the matter. I venture to tell hion. members
that there was no animus in the department-
that there was no wish to hold anybody up-,
that there wad no, wish to attack any partic-
ular person. On the contrary, the departmen-
tal officers said, "WXe are willing to investi-
gate any claim that may be sent along." If
one side of the two sides to the controversy
in Kalgoorlie charged those connected with
the other side with being wrongly on the roll,
those things are investigated and gross cases
are prosecuted. The department have also
said to the other organisation, the Labour
organisation, "Give us the names of ny per-
sons who you say are wrongly on the roll, and
we will investigate those cases."'

Mr. Munsie: That is not our policy, and you
know it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The leader
of the Opposition holds up a list of what h6
calls 34 chains.

M~r. Mfunsie: I can give you 50 cases in
Boulder where declarations were signed and
the claimants were not eligible to vote.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is no
use for the lion, member to hold up that list.
Let him hand me the list.

Mr. Munsie: I will not. I1 do not want to
see those people prosecuted.

Mr. Lamubert: I know of 30 persons in
Coolgardie who voted without being quali-
fled. The Chief 'Electoral Officer knew of
those cases also.

The ATTORN-EY GENERAL: How could
the Chief Electoral Officer know of them$
Such eases, when made known, are investi-
gated. Some eases of that kind are in pro-
cess of investigation no)w. AS I said pre-
viously, owing to a deputation which waited
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on me, comprising Mr. Collier, Mr. Cunning-
ham, and two other gentlemen, I amn having
investigation made into cases to which my
attention was drawn by that deputation; and
I informed the deputation that I would con-
sider whether the time had not arrived when
we might stop the electoral prosecutions. In-
struetions have been issued accordingly. I
do not know exactly why thle leader of the
Opposition asked for this information, any
more than by way of endeavouring to ascer-
tain who it was, or what organisation it was,
that supplied particular information to the
Electoral Department. 1 do not know that
there is any particular reason why that
should he hidden. There are two organisa-
tions on the goldields fighting each on one
side, and the fight is pretty bitter.

Mr. Lambert: Do not you think it is diffi-
cult to avoid taking either side?

Mr. Troy: Taking the side of the rats.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not

know which side the rats are on. But most
certainly I contend to boa, members that if
a proper political organisation, recognised by
all parties, lays a complaint to the Electoral
Department that certain persons have voted
who have no right to vote, or that certain
persons are on the roll who have no right to
be on the roll, the department should in-
vestigate those eases. In this instance the
department did investigate a number of those
cases.

Mr. Lutey: It shows their democratic
feeling.

The ATTORNEY GENERAJ2 : The whole
lot have not been investigated yet. However,
I offered before, and I offer again now, if
there are any cl]aims on the other side, or if
the other side say they have a number-I
cannot be expected to know-and if' the othE
side will send them along, each case will be
investigated.

Mr. Lamubert: But would it not be much
better for the Chief Electoral Officer to get
the advics from either the municipal council
or the roads' board than from the political
organisation I

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Chief
Electoral Officer has never been to any po-
litical organisittion in his life. He knows
his business too well fur that. But if a
political organisation writes to the Chief
Electoral Officer, or to the Crown Solicitor, on
certain nmatters, time official written to takes
notice of that. Similarly, of a member of Par-
linment asks mc to look into a ease for him, I
do it. Why not? It is the proper thing to
do. Now, I want hon. menibers to recognise
that the Electoral Department has been as-
sailed in a way which is wrong. I feel sure
that when the papers are laid on the Table,
any mnembers who peruse themi will see that
thle cases which are called gross cases are,
in fact, gross, and that cases which are
called nere irregularities ale in fact such.

Mr. 'MLNSIE (Hannans) [8.45]: 1 am
pleased to know that the Attorney General
intends to lay the papers asked for on the
Table of the H3ouse. I (in not know that I
would have touched on the subject hot for

the fact that the Attorney General didi i~ot
reply to one of the most serious of the
charges made by the leader of the Opposition.

Hon. P. Collier: He camouflaged it with
indignation.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Attorney General en-
tirely evaded the subject of the heavy costs
allowed the solicitor who was appearing in
these prosecutionms. In manny instances these
costs were well over two guineas, and they
were awarded by the bench to the solicitor
for doing something for which tbere should
not hare been any prosecution at all. There
are several other phases of the question
about which I intend to have something to
say. I do not know of an instance in ny
other State where similar tactics have been
adopted with regard to such prosecutions.
What right has a constable to go to the
door of a house, and more particularly to a
war widow's house-

Mr, SPEAKER: I do not think that tinder
the motion, before the House the hon. meribnr
can deal with prosecutions which have taken
place I have allowed considerable latitude
already.

'Mmr. MIJNSIE: We are asking for the
papers on account of these prosecutions, and
it is necessary to refer to the prosecutions
in order to justify onr attitude.

Hon. P. Collier: These papers deal with
the prosecutions now being referred to.

Mr. MTJSTE: Exactly. I want to draw
attention to the attitude adopted by the
dlepartment. I do not believe that the police
would act as they did without receiving in-
structions from the department. The police
went along to people's places with a typed
statenment which was not given to the people
to read. The police asked questions which were
typed, and wrote down the replies, and then
handed the statement to the individual to sign.
ha many instances these signed statements
were put in asN evidence against the people
themnselves. What kind of an attitude is that
to adopt? The war widow to whom I1 have
referred, only three days before the visit of
the policeman, was fined Is. and 4s. costs for
not having her name on the Ferleral roll. The
usual questions were asked her and she an-
swered them. She filled in the claim card,
signed it, and it was witnessed. Then when.
slhe appeared before the court she was fined
and 21& costs were awarded against her. This
was a woman, whose husband lost his life
while fighting for the freedom of his country.
The seine policeman who asked her questions
at her front door cross-examined her in the
court. The woman owned the house and this
house could not be purchased for £150. She
dlid not put it there for £150. She signed the
card] as being a freeholder, because she owned
the house. It waos suddenly discovered that
she dlid own it but that it was situated on a
gold mining lease, and that is what she was
prosecnted for. Cases of that kind are sean-
dalous, and more particularly whe n the police
are employed to pimp. That is oae of the cases
which was brought before tme Attorney Gen-
eral. The Attorney General stated that the
two cases which were quoted by the leader of
tme Opposition were not identical. As a mat-
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ter of fact they were absolutely identical. I
do not care what transpired before. I admit
that the man who was fined £10 was connected
with some other cases prior to that one coming
on, but in any fair-minded man 's opinion that
should not have had any influence so far as
the other case was concerned. The fact might
also be mentioned that both these men pleaded
guilty. And what was their plea of guilty for?
Merely for signing their names on claim cards
as witnesses to signatures when they did not
see the claimants sign the cards. The Com-
monwealth and State cards are identical.

Mr. Teesdale: Had not he been signing
dozens of cards?

Mr. MUN SIB: He had not, and this was
the only instance where he did not see the
signature. If there had been another ease the
Electoral Department would have got it. They
looked for it for all they were worth.

The Attorney General: I do not think they
investigated any other case.

Mr, MUNSIE; They have been making
careful inquiries. The charges laid against
those two men were identically the same, but
there was a big difference in the penalties
which were imposed. The Commonwealth Act
provides for a 50 per cent. greater fine than
does the State Act. Under the State Act a
penalty of £10 with £2 7$. costs was imposed,
while under the Commonwealth Act the fine
was Is. with 3s. costs.

The Attorney' General: You want to know
the precise facts of the ease.

Mr. MIlT1NSIE: I happen to know the pre-
cise facts of both cases. There was no eni-
dence called in either case, as both men
pleaded guilty.

The Attorney General: Was it the same
magistrate who imposed both fines?

Mr. 'MUNSIE: No; but I do not care
whether it was the same magistrate or not.
The Attorney General said there was no coi-
parison in the charges; I say they were iden-
tically the same. Neither person saw the claim-
ant sign the card, and a plea of guilty was
entered in court. The Attorney General dle-
clares that people are puttig in claims for
hessian houses, I can quote another ease, a
Ktalgoorlie one, in which the individual, prior
to election day, wrote to the Chief Electoral
Officer in Kagoorlie asking that his name be
expunged from the roll, and stating that he
had no intention of voting. Still, this man,
because he happened to sign a claim card
which he believed to be true, and swore in
court that his house was worth 8e. a week to
him, was fined £3 and £2 16s, 6d. costs. This
is a scandal also, and it is time it was stopped.
It was admitted that the house was of cor-
rugated iron. Such a house is not a hessian
house, as quoted by the Attorney General, nor
is it a bough shed.

The Attorney General: I did not say they
were all bough sheds.

lion. P. Collier: One would gather front
your remarks that they were.

Mr. MtTNSIE: Mr. Cook, the prosecuting
solicitor, said in court that the proceedings
were taken under Section 188 of the Electoral
Act. The defendant's claim was in respect of
a three-roomed corrugated iron house on the

Paringa lease, assessed by the Kalgoorlie road
board at the annual value of £;5. A mant named
Fahey was canvassing the district to get the
names on the roll, and induced the defendant
to sign the card which was returned by Fahey.
On 5th May mounted constable MeGuffie saw
the defendant and put certain questions in
writing to him, wrote down the answers, and
defendant signed the statement. The defend-
ant in court gave testimony on his own behalf,
and said that at the time lie signed lie under-
stood that his house was worth to hint at least
8s, or 10s. per week rental value, and he
claimed he was therefore entitled to carob-
merit, believing that his propery was worth
£17 clear annual value. He obtained a claim
card from Fahey in Ha~nnan-street, and was
not induced by Fahey to put in the claim
but lie signed the card in the presence of
Fahey. Hae did not vote at the North-East
Province elections because he was convinced,
by reports he had seen in the Press, that he
was not entitled to record his vote. Then
he was fined, as I have stated. I do not know
why the Attorney General failed to say any-
thing about the appointment of a firm of soli-
citors to prosecute these people for what he
himself admits were trivial offenes The
Attorney General tried to make hon. nem-
hers believe that he made big reductions in
the penalties when the facts were repre-
sented to him, but let me inform the House
that while the penalties totalled £54 the re-
dluctions amounted to only £7. The Attorney
General has been wonderfully generous.

'Mr. Jones: And what about the coats!
Mr. MUNSlE: Not one penny.
The Attorney General: I shall know what

to do next time.
Mr. M1JNSIE: If ever I bring a case be-

fore the Attorney General again, irrespective
of what I am saying to-night, I know that
the Attorney General will not hesitate to
consider it on its merits.

The Attorney General : I only know of
the eases that you people have brought under
muy notice.

,Mr. MUNSIE: The Attorney General said
nothing at all about the employment of a
firm of solicitors to do the work which
should properly have been done by the offi-
cers of the department. It is a scandal to
pu't people to these costs. The Attorney
General said these were breaches of the Act
because those who signed the claim cards
did not own property of the clear annual
value of £17. In answer to an interjection
asking who was responsible for fixing the
annual value, the Attorney General said thant
the court decided it. I wish to dispute that.
That has not applied in any of the prosecu-
tions on the goldfields. In each case the
prosecution has brought forward the gentle-
man who was responsible for firing the rate-
able value, namely, the acting secretary of
the Ralgoorlie Roads Board, and his state-
ment as to the valuation has been taken. Both
prior to and after the election, even when
the prosecutions were going on, everything
possible was done to secure from the Crown
Law Department or from the Electoral De-
partnient n interpretation of the £17 clear
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annual value. Neither department was pre-
pared to give it.

The Attorney General: it cannot be set out
in clearer language than it is.

Mr. MUN6iE: The Chief Electoral Officer
hue, told me personally that if a man owns
a reasonable dwelling house worth to him
more than 7s. 6d. per week, that moan, in the
opinion of the CThief Electoral Officer, is en-
titled to claim a vote for the Upper House.
\rin-n the Chief Electoral Officer puts that
interpretation npon the provision, I believe
he is interpreting the Act as was intended by
Parliament when the Act was passed. Who
is to judge of the clear annual value)I Here
is a man who swears in court that his house
is worth 8s. a week to him. lie is prosecuted,
bnt the man occupying a house a hundred
rent, that man is entitled to a vote. It is
time we ended this ridiculous state of
yards away, for which he pays 10s. per week
affairs. If no one can give us a satisfactory
interpretation of the qualification, we should
be well advised in wiping out the provision
altogether and adopting adult suffrage for
another place, if any other Minister speaks
on this question, I hope he will give us some
reason for the employment of a firm of soli-
citors in those prosecutions, involving the
imposition of heavy costs, whereas the Com-
mionwealth Departmient employed only its
own officers to prosecute. I wish to einpha-
sge the point that every defendant brought

before the court was a well-known supporter
of the party of which I am a member, and
th~at there has not been one from any other
political party. I am positive that the man
who has looked through this voters' list
knows of dozens of men in that area who,
notwithstanding that their houses mare rated
at under £27, voted at the last election. Yet
there hns been no inquiry in the case of any
of those men. It is time these persecutions
-for they c-anmnot be termed prosecutions-
ceased, especially when we remember that it
is persecution of people who are merely try-
ing to get their just rights, to obtain a veo
for the Legislative Council.

Hlon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.6]: From past experience we can-
not be too careful in seeing that only qualified
persons shall be on the roll. At the same time
[ amn of the opinion that the prosecutions
which have taken place this year have not been
made in the interests of the protection of the
roll, but have been made for the purpose of
affecting elections held immediately afterwards.
In Fremantle we had prosecutions only a few
(lays before the election. One of these cases
should never have been brought into court. I
drew the attention of the Attorney General to
that ease, and lie graciously reduced the fine
by one half. As to the imposition of heavy
fines in these cases, I think the blame to a
large extent lies with the House, that we trust
too much to those who have to administer the
law. We provide heavy maximumn penalties
never intended to he imposed in the case of
minor offences, and the mere provision of those
heavy maximum penalties is liable to mislead
the magistrate dealing with a minor charge,
In the Fremantle case to which I have re-

ferreti, a n was living in a house far above
the qualifying value. There was also a we-
man living in the house, and most people took
them to be man and wife. This man tilled in
an electoral claim as occupier of the house,
and the canvasser who was going round with
the cards witnessed tile signature. But the
claimant had forgotten the number of the
block on which the house stood, and it was
agreed that it should be filled in afterwards.
However, the police took up the matter and
discovered that the man and the woman were
not husband and wife, learning further that
it was the woman, and not the man, who had
taken the house from the landlord. Ia the
witness-box the claimant swore that he was
paying the woman £2 per week. The defend-
ant was finied £5 and, as I say, the Attorney
General subsequently reduced the fine by one
half. Probably there is not a member of the
Hobse who would have refused to witness that
card.

Mr. Teesdale- Did they fine the tenant?
Hon. W. 0. ANOWIN: The reason the man

was fined was that the card was not properly
filled in when it was signed. It was not a ease
of roll-stuffing at all, it was merely a technical
breach of the Act, The card was signed while
still lacking the particulars regarding the
block. It shows that due care is not taken as
to what cases shall be brought into court. I
agree with the leader of the Opposition that
there is no necessity for employing a lawyer in
these cases, that ant officer of the department
could put the ease before the court equally
as well as a lawyer. The lawyer is there to
press for a conviction-

The 'Minister for Mines: Oh, no.
Hon. W. C. A.NOWIN:. He is there to press

for a conviction. Once the prosecution is en-
tered upon, a conviction is required. There is
no necessity whatever for a solicitor. If the
prosecution was undertaken by an officer of the
department, the costs would be greatly re-
duced. No doubt many people are exposed to
prosecution by reason of the difficulty in
getting n interpretation of ''clear annual
value I' I hail hoped that the Attorney Gen-
eral would give us an interpretation of the
phrase. What does it mean? I tried repeat.
edly to find out what was meant by annual
valne. I could not get anyone to tell mne anty-
thing, except what the rateable value was.
The annual value, however, is that which is
fixed by the local authority.

Mr. Davies: The annual value is five per
cent, of the capital value.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN- No. f understand
from the records of decisions Mi England
which I perused in the Public Library that the
annual value is the annual amount of rent
paid for a property-, less rates and taxes. I
have acted in accordance with that interpreta.
tion ever since.

Mr. Nairn. How would it be assessed in
the case of a man who was living in his own
house?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I only made in-
quiries so far as tenats were concerned.
When inquiries were made of me I would as-
certain what -rent was paid, and I could then
say whether the persons were qualified or not.



[25 SEPTEMBER, 1918.]45

Mr. Troy: That is a very reasonable defini
tion.

Ron. WV. C. ANGWVIN: it is generally the
rule with local authorities, particularly in the
case of municipalities, after the annual value
is fixed, to deduct 33 and a third per cent. to
allow for outgoings, and rates and taxes, etc.,
which reduced the annual value to the rateable
value. There are thousands of names on our
Council rail, because we accepted the rate-
payers'I roll.

The Attorney General: The rateable value
must be of a lesser value than the other.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There are thousands
of namnes on the roll because of the ratepay-
ers' qualification, which names should not be
there. At the time the ratepayers' roll was
made tip, and at the time the Legislative Coun-
cl rolls were made up, many people who were
on the former list had gone to another dis-
trict, but because they were down on the
ratepayers' list they were put on the Coun-
cil roll as being qualified to vote, whether
they owned any property or not, or whether
the-v ivere still ratepayers or not. The rate-
payer Ls qualification is a wrong one and
should not have been introduced. I remern-
her the Hon. Sir Henry Briggs, when stand-
ing for the West province, telling ine that
one of his officers had counted no less titan
5010 names of persons who had gone out of
the Province. No doubt many of those per-
sons voted. The wording of the Constitution
Act Amendment Act is very clear to the
ordinoary layman until the solicitors get at
it, and then it becomes diffeult. The Act
reads-

Where any premises are jointly owned,
occupied, or held on lease or license, within
the meaning of the last preceding section,
by morc persons than one, each of such
jloint owners, ocnupiers, leaseholders, or
licensees, not exceeding four, shall he en-
titled to be registered as an elector, und,
subject as aforesaid, to vote in respect of
the said premises in ease the value of the
individual interest therein or any such
person separately considered would, under
tble provisions of the last preceding sec-
tion, entitle such person to be registered as
an elector.

As a layman I reald that to mean that in
the ease of any house or dwelling that was
bringing in a clear annual value of £35 per
annumn and occupied by two persons. there
was joint occupation, and a.s there was joint
occupation both of the persons were entitled
to vote. I believe that has been the prac-
tie in the State for many years. Last year,
just before the rolls closed, we were told
that both persons must he jointly respon-
sible for the rent to the owner. Th~e member
for Swan, for instance, could not take a
residence worth £40 a year and then say
that the place was too big for him and share
half (of thc house with another man, for that
man, although a Joint occupier, would be dis-
qualified, hut the huoa, member would hare
the vote. The clause to which I have refer-
red was printed in pamphlet form and distri-
buited. to every householder in the metropoli-
tan area, and yet there is a possibility of

a person wrongly claiming to be put on the
roil, and of being prosccuted for so doing.
We must have something definite in regard
to this, and stop these prosecutions. I hope
before the session closes that the Act wilt
he amiended sio that we shall have something
clear and definite to go on. There are many
persons on the roll who occupy offices in the
city. These persons are not qualified to go
on the roll, because there are no leases in
existence and they have no right to claim
unless they have a lease. I was sorry to sen.
sonic of these prosecutions take place, anwl
especially surprised at those which took place
on the Ooldfields. Some also took place in
Perth last week, It was distinctly stated in
the Press that the Attorney General would
not allow any more prosecutions. Every
person thought that the matter was finished
so far as this affair was concerned. I think
the instructions the Attorney General gave
shoulld be carried out. I am of the opinion
that none of these men would ever sign a
card again in the sanme manner. The time
has come when these prosecutions could very
well cease, In respect to the declarations at
election time, mny persons, particularly
women, refuse to sign them. I know of a
case in which the serutineer said that a
woman would have to sign a declaration be-
fore she could vote.

Mr. Naira: What was the declaration?
Hon, WV. C. ANGWINX: That the person

was qualified to vote. I went to one of the
returning officers in the West Province, and
drew his attention to several of these cases.
I pointed out thaqt the persons in question
had been residing for 2(1 years in the saume
premises and yet had been challenged. In
some instances I had the matter put right.
Many people are frightened at this request
for a declaration, think they are doing sonme-
thing wrong, and walk away. These things
do a lot of harm, although perhaps they are
necessary in some instances. Where there
are presiding officers who know the people in
the district, these things could not takre place.
These circumstances, at all events, had a
tendency in the case of the last rovinee
elections to deter people from exercising their
vote, which they would otherwise have done.

'.%r. TROY (Mt. 'Magnet) [9.251: I am
glad the leader of the Opposition has
brought forward this motion, because it pro-
seats an opportunity for the people of the
country to realise what the policy of the
Government is in regard to those who differ
with them in politics. I am in cordial agree-
ment with the member for Hanuns (Mr.
Munsie) that these prosecutions have all the
elements of persecution. There is no question
about that. The hon. member has pointed
out that it is a well known fact that these
were labour supporters, supporters of the
party' on this side of the House. The Attor-
nev General himself admits th at these
charges were laid in the first instanve by
persons on the Goldfields belonging to the
rat section of the Labour party, which stands
behind the present Attorney General, and
that these persons were prompted by a spirit
of pure vindictiveness and malice, towards
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the people on the goldields who supported
the party represented by this side of the
House.

The Minister for Mineb: That is a gross
reflection.

Mr. TROY: Let the Minister mind his own
business. He is not responsible for his actions
and is evidently incapable of looking after
himself. He should be grateful that, so far,
no one on this side of the House has thought
it worth while to notice hlis presence. If any
evidence is wanted that these actions were
prompted by a spirit of persecution, I would
point out that this is not the first time ii'
the history of the country that persons have
been found guilty of voting illegally. On
these occasions the persons who were found
to have voted illegally voted for the parti-
c-ular party represented by the opposite side
of the House, and in that particular interest.
WVere they prosecuted, or was any action
taken against them? No! Let me take the
case referred to by the member for North-
East Fremantle, the instance int which a just-
iee of the peace and a postal vote officer took
the band of a dying man and wrote the name
.J. J1. Holmes."' Was that man prose-
(-Ited, or removed from his position as a
justice of the peape? No; he was
sheltered by that party which pretends
to be so pure, so just and fair. Let me
take the case of the election of the Hon. H.
Gregory. That gentleman secured his election
by the votes of men, his own supporters, who
voted illegally and in defiance of the return-
ing offier, and in defitance of the scrutineers
of Mr. fluzacott, the Labour calididate, who
warned them against voting. Were they prose-
cuted? No, they voted again on a second] occa-
sion, protected by that party which pretends
to stand up for purity, fair play and justice.

Mr. Harrison: How long ago was that?
Mr. TROY: That does not matter. Cannot

hon. members realis that every fibre of a man's
body twinges with indignation when he finds
theme people-

Mr. Harrison: Be accurate.
Mr. TROY: Supporting a perseution when-

ever the opportunity arises! Take the prose-
cution of the leader of the Opposition (luring
the last few months. This was prompted by
vindictiveness, and is another instance of that
spirit to which I have referred. God knows
history is full of such instances. Take our
statutes here, the very records of the Speakers,
and you will find instances, and thousands of
them, of people of the privileged classes more
especially being supported and protected wh~en
they had voted illegally and fraudulently, and
then sat in the House in defiance of public
opinion outside. Every fibre of my being is
indignant when I think that the mn who go
into the back country, the widow of the soldier
mentioned by the member for Banaas (Mr.
Munsie), the people living in hessian houses
and bough sheds making this country, cannot
get a vote. I say they are entitled to a vote,
and I elaim the vate for them. If T could give
them the vote, I would give it to them, illegal
as that might be. They pay taxes and build
up the country, living in the arid portion of
the state under the worst possible conditions.
And yet any thief and boodler, so long as he

keeps within the law and acquires projerty,
call get the. vote. What arrant hyprot-risy the
whole thing is! Because these poor people, in
the hunest belief that they are entitled to vote,
exercise their supposed right, they are Ferse-
sated. There is the case of the soldier's widow
mentioned by the member for Bannas; she
dlid not even vote, and yet she was prosecuted.
A thief can rob the widow and the orphan, so
long at hie escapes the law be is a mn hon-
oured in this country aud can vote; as long
as hie has wealth and power, he can do what
he will. But it is the people living in little
hessian and bough sheds that made this coun-
try, and I will stand up for them while I have
breath in my body. Because they live in little
hessian shanties, they are sneered at in this
House by people who have not done half so
much for this country, who are not worthy to
unloose the latehets of the shoes of the dwellers
in little hessian houses. Whenever I hear the
people dwelling in the back country sneered at,
I shall take instant action to defend them. In
the history of this country the party now in
power have persecuted the supporters of the
party now onl this side of the Hous. As soon
as the other party have found themselves on
this side of the House, they have pandered and
crawled in order to get favours. If this motion
has done one thing, it has brought this about,
that the people of this country know just
where they stad as taxpayers and as electors
of Western Australia. They know that though
they miay be called] upon to pay taxation and
to lbear the burdens of the State, yet as stated
by the Attorney General to-night they are
wasters, wicket] people, unworthy, and fraudsi.
I hope the people will lay that information to
heart. If they do, we may hope for a radical
change in the near future. I hope the perse-
cution wvill cease. If it does not, I shall on
every occasion emphatically express my opinion
regarding it. T cordially support the leader
of the Opposition in the action he has taken
to-night.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [931 1 had
not intended to speak on this motion, but as
a member of the Country party, and aM one
who has himself battled, T rise to repudiate
the assertion of the last speaker, and to de-
clare that T would not he a party to any per-
secution.-

Mr. Troy: I do not say you would be.
Mr. PICJKERING: We members of the

Country party are not responsible for perse-
cution by the Electoral Department. Person-
ally, T am not a supporter of persecution in
any shape or form.

Boe. P. COLLIER (Boulder-in reply)
[9.361: It is plain that in moving the motion
I was a little too generous to the Attorney
General. I gave him credit for having no
concern with what I characterised as politi-
cal prosecutions. But the speech of the At-
torney General has convinced me that in this
respect T was utterly over generous. T now
withdraw the statement I made in opening,
and say that everything I have uttered re-
garding the police and the Electoral Depart-
ment in the matter of these prosecutions T
apply to the Attorney General also. His
whole speech shows that I was mistaken, that
hehind these prosecutions has been the inalic-
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ions persecuting spirit of the Attorney Gens-
eral himself. He charges tue with having
brought this miatter before the House in order
to make charges, Why? Why is the Attor-
ney General indignant? Because these mat-
ters have been exposed to-night? Because of
the rotten administration of this department
by himself? There never has been disclosed
in this House, since I have been a memnber of
it, such a ease of malicious administration
as in this instance on the part of the At-
torney General. And that is the cause of
his anger, that -the country has been made
acquainted with the facts. So long as I was
content to interview the Attorney General
personally in the endeavour to get justice for
these people, be apparently was quite content
to fool me by making promises and failing
to carry them out. But his indignation boils
over when his incompetent administration is
exposed to the country. It is over two months
since the Attorney General made to me a
promise that before any more prosecutions
were launched, he would communicate with mce
and with other members who had approached
him on the subject. But that promise was
not kept; prosecutions were launched without
any prior intimation being given us by the
Attorney General.

The Attorney General: T wrote to the officers
a minute in terms with which you agreed .

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Attorney General
gave a promise that no more prosecutions
should take place--

The Attorney General: Except ini gross
cases.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And that if pros-ecu-
tion was found necessary, I and those assoc-
iated with nis would first he comnmuniented
with.

The Attorney general: I do not know any-
thing about that. I read out to you what
I had written ini the minute, and you ap-
proved.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Attorney General
shows the cloven hoof now. Tt proves that
people exercised back-stairs influence with
him. He asserts that cards were put in whole-
sale by irresponsible individuals, and even by
members of Parliament, just prior to the clos-
ing of the rolls. Who are those people? Who
are those members of Parliament? It is just
the tittle-tattle of political partisans, who
have poured this into his ear, or have con-
veyed it to him through some other channel.
The indignation of the Attorney General!
"Fraud, wicked fraud, and the perpetrators
ought to be in gaol!"I Of course they ought
to be in gaol; they live int bough sheds.

The Attorney General: f referred to the wit-
nesses, not the others.

Hron. P. COLLIER: Thme people who have
pioneered thin country ought to be in gaol,
according to the Attorney General.

The Attorney General: No; the witnesses.
Hona. P. COLLIER: The people who now

enjoy lives of luxury, and notably so the At-
torney General, as the result of the toil of
these dwellers in hessian huts aud boughi sheds,
sneer at those who made the country.

'Mr. Nairn: Are you prepared to back uip
the action of the witnesses?

Hon. P. COLLIER. The hon. member inter-
jeting, as father of the wretched National
party, naturally, when the whip is on them,
comes to their relief. I tell the Attorney Gen-
eral that he is not going to adopt the school-
masterly attitude in this House. When be
stands up in his school-masterly fashion, with
his arrogant, bumptious, conceited little -pre-
tender Is styl-

Mr. SPEAKCER, Order! The lion. mem-
ber is not in order. The hon. member must
withdraw that statement.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes; I withdraw it.
I tell the Attorney General that his school-
master tactics will not go down here. He is
too well known for such methods and such
tactics to have any effect in this House, or
in the country either. Now, what is the
position? I have proved up to the hilt that
this Electoral Department, over which the
Attorney General presides, has been work-
ing, throughout these five month s, At the in-
stance of a political organisation. The At-
torney General's defence is ''How could we
do otherwise? The Electoral Department
ha-ve only ai small staff , and it would require
a large army of officials and cost thousanrds of
pounds to examine and investigate the rolls,
so that prosecutions might be lattnehe'l
against all who are deserving of prosecu-
tion' That is either a deliberate misrepre-
sentation of the position-

The Attorney General: You have misunder-
stood toe.

Hion. P. COLLIER: Or it shows the grasp
which the Attorney General has of his duties
in the matter.

The Attorney General: What I said wits,
to investigate every case.

Hfon. P. COLLIER: Hlow arc we to know!
says the Attorney General. When the Elec-
toral Department lint those people in the
court, what was done by the department?
They brought along the annual rateable valua-
tion of the roads boards, and put that iii as
evidence, and relied upon that to prove the
fact that these people were not qualified. 11f
that is the proper procedure, all that would
be required in order to determine the num-
her on the roll who are not qualified, would
be to take the Legislative Council roll and
compare it with the roads boards' lists of
annual rateable values. One man could do it
in an hour and he would be immediately pos-
sessed of a list of those persons whose rate-
able value was less than £17 per year. One
hour would enable the Electoral Department
to obtain all the information which the At-
torney General says would take hundreds of
officials and cost thousands of pounds to dis-
cover. The fact that that has not been done,
and the further fact that in not one of those.
eases has a political supporter of the Minis-
try been prosecuted, are evidence that justice
has been prostituted, in this instance, and
dragged in the gutter, and that by the At-
torney General. As regards these cases, too,
he has a list of them, his officers kniow of
them. But in not one case has action been
taken. WhyI Why have prominent sup-
porters of the party with which I am as-
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soejated bee,, singled out for prosecution, if
it is not a malicious political persecution i If
it is not that, why has it been done?1 The
Attorney General, after having occupied the
dloor of the House for about three-quarters
of an hour, had not explained, or even at-
tempted to explain, the matter. He merely
got indignant. He tried to cover up the
rotten administration of which be has been
guilty, by a shlow or a pretence of indigna-
tion. These people committing frauds! They
should be prosecuted for living in bough
sheds, for attempting to get on the rolls!
Everybody cannot live in mnansions and make
ain arrogant and ignorant display of wealth.
These bough shed people, however, are honest
and deserving citizens just as much as the
Attorney General is, with all his arrogant show
of wealth in this country. lie talks about
hough sheds! It is not the first time he has
made this remark. The Attorney General
has the utmost contempt for the class of
honest toilers onl the goldfields. r remein-
bee not long ago. when referring to these
people, he said they' were nomads and
wanderers, who should not have a vote for
the Legislative Council. That is the spirit
In which he has approached this matter; it is
the spirit in which hie is administering his
department, that these people on the gold
fields are nomads and wanderers, that they
live in bough sheds, that they have not a
mansion and half a dozen motor ears to en-
able then, to display their wealth. These are
the people who should not have a vote for the
Legislative Council. That is the attitude of
the Attorney General. Ile ha now given in-
structions that n more prosecutions shall
take place. No thanks to him, because the
six months limit has expired. He has carried
on his prosecutions as far as het can.

The Attorney General: Prosecutions tiny
take place where the offences are indictable.'

Hon. P. COLLIER: Why not amend the
Act and make it a crime and then thle
Attorney General can get them all? The
Attorney General has made a pretence
of impartiality, but is not going to he
necepteil so far as I ant concerned, under
the suave exterior which lie displays. Hie is
ca' ahle of just as much maliciousness and
p olitical partisanship as any member in the
House or out of it. He has involved these
I-eople who have been prosecuted in costs of
£2 and £2 l0s., and even V3, in connection with
trumpery eases like that referred to hr the
member for Hannans. Thle poor soldier whose
widow wast prosecuted would turn in his grave
in France or wherever his remains mar lie
lying, if he knew that a Minister of the Crown
ill this State hadl dragged his widow before the
court andl had her fined inl the manner u hich
Juas been described. The Attorney General
eliould be ashanmed of hinmself. lie has tried
to camouflage the whole thing by~ talking about
lough sheuds and fraud, the deliberate, wicked
fraud of attempting to exercise a vote! There
are any number of wicked frauds going on
if hep wants to put the law inl motion and see
that justice is vindicated, wicked and corrupt
frauds which I hope to have the opportanity'
of .yrongino- Weore many more days are over.

Thle Attorney Ueneral wrill then have an oppor-
tunity of saying how he intends to administer
justice. The whole purport of thme Attorney
General's speech was to convey the imnpres-
sion to the House that these people were all
guilty of wicked frauds and that they ought
to be inl gal.

The Attorney General: No, not
lion. 1'. COLLIER: He tried to draw a dis-

tinlction betineen the Comumonwealth and State
cases, but there is no distinction. How is it
that the Commnonwealth provides at greater fine
than does the State! To say that because there
is adult franchise and not a property qualifi-
ratio,, for the Federal Parliament a person
"ho signs a claim is of necessity entitled to
be enrolled, is absolutely incorrect. It may be
that hie has "o more right to be placed onl the
Federal roll than, the man who signs a claim
for the State roll. There are any number of
dlisqunalifications in connection with Federal ent-
rolmnent. I want to say that, having regard
to the fact that these prosecutions have been
going onl for- six months, the Attorney General
has known all about them. They have been
car-iedl oin with his consent and approval, and
his department have been pushing thenm on for
political motives and no other object. If jus-
tice c-an be vindicated in this country by actions
such as hare been described to-night, we are
in at sorry position so far as the administration
of iiee is concerned. It is not the first tinme
that justice has been dragged in the gutter,
and it is not the first time that the Attorney
General has been responsible for dragging inno-
pent people before the courts in order to in-
flict punishment on them. We had eases like
these in the past twelve months, and where the
Attorney General was not beyond or beneath
handing over the prosecution of his own firm

Or to a member of his own firm. I refer to the
I .W.W. prosecutions.

The Attorney General: That was, a Coin-
neonwenlth matter.

Hon. P. cOLLIER: The Crown Law Depart-
mnent of this State handled it for the Comamon-
wealth,' and it was only a coincidence that these
cases were built upl by the work of the police
of the State under the administration of this
Government, and] that the prosecution was in
the hands of the firm of the Attorney General.
Then we have the virtuous soul of the Attorney
G-eieral boiling over with indignation when he
thinks of those men who live in bough sheds
daring to attempt to get their names on the
roll. The time will come when these men living
in bough sheds will have the right to have
their names on the roll, and when the men
living ill palaces of lticks and mortar will not
oc,--uv uiesnh prominent positions in the land
As they dIO to-day.

Question put and passed.

BiTt,-PRESTON RO % D DTSTRTCT
SOLDTERS' NIEMORTAL.

Second Peading.
Mr. PTCKERING (Snssex)l [11.551 in mov-

ing the second reading said: The object of this
Bill, which I am submitting for the considera-
tion of lion, members, is to lenmlise the trants-
ferenee of certain funds from one snecific
object to another. A suim of money was origin-
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ally raised by public subscription and by means
of entertainments andl sports, for the purpose
of budlding a cottage hospital at Donnybrook.
The money was found principally by the people
of the Donnybrook district, and it amounts
approximately to £:320, which is the total plus
the accumulation of interest. Repeated appli-
cations were made to the various Governments
to assist in the erection of the cottage hospital,
but each Governinint refused the appication.
A letter was forwarded to the secretary of the
committee of this fund by the Colonial Secre-
tary 's office ;N hen )Jr. J . M. Drew was Colonial
Secretary, in which this occurs--

With reference to the deputation which
waited on me while in Donnybrook recently
relative to the establishment of a hospital
at your centre I have, since my return to
Perth, been in communication with my col-
league, Honi. W. C. Angwin, on the subject.
Careful consideration has been given to the
request of the deputation for Government
assistance, hut it is regretted that the appli-
cation cannot be approved. There is a well
staffed and equipped hospital at Bunbury,
and at East Itirrup a building has been
erected for the accommodation of urgent
cases. The equipment for this building will
he sent forward at an early date. Donny-
brook is not a suitable locality for a base
hospital. The town is not a centre of in-
dustry, andi as cases from East Sirrup would
have,-to be brought in by train, no advantage
would he gained by detraining patients at
Donnybrook as against taking them on to
Ronbury.

It was evident that there was no prospect of
the G~overnment conceding sufficient funds to
enable the hospital to be erected. In view of
that fact the commrittee got into comnmunica-
tion with Mr. Frank Wilson, then member for
the district, and asked his advice as to what
should be done with regard to the funds. Mr.Wilson consulted the Solicitor General, end re-
plied as follows:-

T have conferred with the Solicitor General
in connection with the cottage hospital fund.
The position is that money havisig been sub-
scribed for a specific object cannot be di-
verted from that object without the consent
of the subscribers or by Act of Parliament.
The easiest course to pursue will be for your
committee to call by advertisement a public
meeting of the subscribers to the cottage
hospital fund, and place before them the
resolution that thc funds be diverted to the
soldiers' memorial, This being approved of,
it would be necessary then to put a small
Hill through Parliament legalising the trans-
fer, because you would, I suppose, find it
impossible to get into touch with all the
subscribers to the original fund. If there
are any large subscribers they could be ap-
proached by letter asking for their sanction
to the transfer.

The committee took the advice of Mr. Frank
Wilson and published an advertisement con-
vening a meeting of the subscribers of the
fund. The sdvertisement appeared in the
newspaper circulating in the district, and read
as follows:-

A meeting of the subscribers to the cottage
hospital fund will he held at the Agrknal-

tural Hall Donnybrook, oil Saturday, Sep-
tember 15th, at 3 o'clock, to consider the
question of transferring the money to the
proposed soldiers' memorial fund.

The meeting was held, and the subscribers ap-
pointed a committee to formulate a scheme for
utilising the funds. It was then decided that
the money should be devoted to the erection of
a memorial for soldiers. A further meeting
was held, and it was agreed that the memorial
should take the form of a library and reading
room, and that in the vestibule there should be
provision for an hontour roll, and that there
should also be a room for the roads board
office. This decision was arrived at by a large
majority, and the position now is that the
people of Donnybrook are entirely in accord
with the Bill which has been submitted. The
coinmittee also got into communication with
Millars' Timber and Trading Company, who
were among the largest subscribers, and that
company offered no objection to the trans-
ference of the money. They wrote as fol-
lows:-

We have received your letter referring to
the sum of £10 donated by this company
towards the sports held at Donnybrook to
raise funds for a cottage hospital. We shall
be pleased to fall in with any arrangements
that may be considered best so long as the
funds are devoted to some patriotic object
of a similar nature to that for which they
were intended.

All the formalities, as laid down by the Solici-
tor General, have been complied with, and the
people of Donnybrook are almost unanimouS1
in the direction of appropriating these monleys
in the direction I have outlined. The sugges-
tion has been made that when this building is
completed the returned soldiers shiall be con-
stituted life members of the library and the
reading-room. The money subscribed is not to
be expended until after the war. At present
it is lying at fixed deposit in the bank at
Donnybrook; but the period is expiring, and
the trustees want to invest that money in war
loan bonds until the declaration of peace. A
committee has been formed and a trust elected
to deal with these funds when the Bill shall
have passed. It is purely a mneasure to enable
the transfer of funds from one object to any-
other, and as the residents of the district are
in accord with the scheme I have placed be-
fore members I think there can he no objec-
tion to the passage of the measure. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.

In Committee.
Mr. MINunsie in the Chair; 'Mr. Pickering in

charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Application of funds:
Mr. JOHNSTON: Will the hon. member

give us a brief explanation, showing where the
money is to go!

Mr. PICKERING: As I explained just now,
trustees have been appointed to deal with the
money as soon as the Bill shall have passed.
The funds will be invested in war loan bonds,
and on the declaration of peace the money will
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be devoted to the erection of the building I
have described.

The Attorney General! How much money
is there altogether?

Mr. PICKERING! At present we have £320.
Clause put and passed.
C!lause 4-agreed to.
Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

MOTION-HOSPITAL FOR TEE INSANE,
CLAREMONT.

To inquire by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from the 18th September
on moction by the member for Fremantle
(Mr. Jones), 'That in the opinion of this
House a Royal ('omnmissioa should be ap-
pointed to inquire into affairs concerning the
Hospital for the Insane, Claremont, in gen-
eral, and the death of Francis Andinach in
that institution on 29th ,June, in particular.''

Ron. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
intr-Pilbara) 110.7]: 1 appreciate the

manner in which the lion, member brought
forward this motion. He said it was not a
party question. I appreciate that attitude.
After all, the activities of a hospital such
as tlit one under review should never be
made a party question. The hon. member
said that all men of hum~anitarian views are
bound to unite upon the question of the pro-
per care and treatment of those mentally
afflicted. -I think it is possible to get even
a wider definition. I should say that all men
of normal mentality agree on that proposi-
tion. As a matter of fact, I think I could
say that every member of the House recog-
nises that this is the most dreaded of all dis-
eases, and therefore one of the most difficult
to deal with. Whatever sympathies we have
must go out to those who are condemned by
Nature to finish their lives in that institu-
tion or even, to reside there for a time. The
reas(on why we have more sympathy for
those people than for many others, is the im-
possibility of giving relief. In almost all
other (liseases some measure of relief can be
given; there is something that we understand.
We understand something about this disease,
lbut the patients are different. Very often
they, are antagonistic. Physically they are
often quite well, and at times they appear to
be absolutely normal. That may last a con-
siderable timev. Still we have to depend
upon our medical officers, on those in charge
of our institutions, to say whether or not the
patients are quite well. In this particular
disease we often find that laymen are pre-
pared to pit their opinions against those of
the medical profession who are attending to
the cases. Right dTown the last couple of
centuries we have had most searching in-
quiries in regard to hospitals for the i nsane.
Many books have been written, the main
theme of which has been the wrongful in-
carceration of some person in one of these
asylums. All will remember ''Valentine
Vox,'' the ''Doctor's Dobl, and many
hoohs of that description, the main feature
of which deals% with the possibility of a sane

mall being confined in a hospital for the in-
sane. I myself have known many eases in
which for weeks men have been apparently
sane, while at times they are insane. These
are cases in which the layman should not
claim to know more than the medical pro-
fession. Even the ''West Australian,'' one
of the most careful newspapers in the Com-
monwealth, once made statements regarding
this very institution at Clarenmont. I think
it is the only case the ''West Australian''
ever fought and lost. Their information
must have been apparently sound. They
made statements regarding the treatment if
a patient in the Claremont Hospital for the
Insane. An action was brought, and the
newspaper fought the ease. When it came
to evidence before the court, the allegations
of the newspaper were blown away as chaff
before the wind, and substantial damages
were awarded to the then Chief Inspector of
Insane. It was, I think, the only ease the
''West Australian'' ever fought and lost.
I merely mention this to show the liability
of any layman to get into trouble by accept-
ing information from patients in the insti-
tution. Let me say that I know of no posi-
tion whch r would be less inclined to occupy
than that of superintendent of a hospital for
the insane. Possibly there are some compen-
sating conditions whtich I know nothing of,
but I would infinitely prefer to be working
in a ballast pit than managing an asylum for
the insane. When bon. members ask for a
Royal Commission, they require to bear in
mind that the superintendent of the Cflare-
mont Hospital for the Insane has the most
difficult position in the State to fill. That
is mn'y opinion, and T ask hoa. members to
grive that point of view full consideration
before voting on this queston. I have here
papers concerning this case, and I intend to
ask permission to lay them on the Table
so that members may go through them. The
('olonial Secretary has done his best to put
all the information that is obtainable be-
fore members of the Irouse. Coming to the
case put up by' the hon. member for Fre
mantle, he says, ''If all things are well an
inquiry can do no harm.'' I want to say*
that if all things are well an inquiry' is not
warranted. An inquiry at any time must
cause a considerable nervous strain on those
about whom the inquiry' is made and will
also upset the patients. The hon. member
'says that if one grievance exists, there may
he mny more. I desire to say that in run-
ning an institution of this description there
.always will be grievances. If we had a eon-
tinuns Royal Commission sitting, grievances
wouild occur, and T do not care who the Gov.
ernmnent or Slinistry are, in an institution of
this description there must be grievances.
and always will be grievances, and a Royal
Commission will not tend to overcome them.
The main complaints made by the bon. mem
her, and also made by a deputation which
waited on the Colonial Secretary were: (1)
Overcrowding of the institution. (2) Tusuffi-
cient attendants. (3) Insufficient medical
supervision. In regard to overcrowding I can
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Assure the I-ouse, and I am suare the leader of
the Opposition and other late Ministers on
the Opposition side of the House will agree
with mae, that there is no necessity to have
a Rtoyal Commission to show there is over-
crowding in this institution.

lion. WI. C. Angwina: It has been known
for over three years.

Hon. H. It. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Miln-
is.ter) : It has been known for a long tine.
The hon. Mr. Drew reported it, to my know-
ledge, three years ago, and the Seaddan Goy-
ernmcent were aware that tie institution -was
overcrowded. An overcrowded institution is
not likely to be conducive to good manage-
me-nt, but the proposition that is before us is,
can we provide accommodation; will our
finances enable us to provide accommodation?
It' this Rouge could provide the Government
with something approaching £200,000, we have
a splendid site and we could get the plans--
we have themi-and specifications of un up
to date hospital which would remove all

question of ovterowding. But unless we have
the money we -annot do it. I am sure mem-
bers opposite agree with me on that point.
It may be possible to make shift by putting
additions to our present institution, but to do
.,o would not be making a complete job of
the matter. It would only be a temporary
usatter. However, Parliament has showni that
we lhave not the money to-day to make even
the additions. I can say for the Colonial
iScrtary and for the Government that if
Parliament is prepared to vote £30,000 or
940,11ii for additions to this institution we
can make such additions that will provide ac-
coramodation for a year or two. That will re-
lieve the present pressure and unless Par-
liament is prepared to grant us the money,
-and can find it, we must do the best wn can
undeir existing conditions. In regard to the
complaints made; after all when we analyse
them they are not serious. Before dealing
with the file-I might say the points are all
replied to-there are one or two matters re-
ferred. to by the hon. member. He says, for
instance, in regard to restraint, and it is also
asserted that a fine form of restraint is the
administration of a medicine known as
"white house.'' That will keep the nafortn-
niate people docile fur the period of a week or
10 day' s. "'White house" is a well known
remedy in every hospital in the world, and
congists of a lose of salts; that is what
''white house'' is, and it is very often ad-
ministered. As a matter of fact salts are a
standard remiedy, and I do not know of any
better one. That is the last medicine I took.
This, is the Main part of almost every patent
inedieine. The hon. member said that the
Ins.pector General was attacked and had his
hepa~l t'it open when hie bad a bodyguard of
six men. This statement is to an extent cor-
reet. The Inspector General, was attacked.
One of the patients put some small stones-
seasonaible sized stones--in a stocking
and weal fur the Inspector General
front behind a door and hit him with
them, but the Inspector General had
no bodyguard. I want to say that I have

been through that institutioa with the pre-
sent Inspector General and we went through
single handed. I will not say that he was
relying on me. If the Inspector General was
compelled to have a bodyguard then every
attendant would need a bodyguard and
if a bodyguard of six was not sufficient
to protect the Inspector General, when he had
to move about, then the attendants would
have to nmove about in gangs of 10 or 12. The
experience of the world is that it is not
necessary to employ so many men in that
way. The hon. member said that there was
grave danger in patients being allowed
out woodcutting. I want to tell members
that no accident has ever happened to date
in that regard. Further, the hon. member
said the patients were too much confined
and that they should be given outdoor work.
In reference to this institution I desire to say
as far as outdoor work is concerned, it pos-
sibly stands ahead of any institution of the
kind in the Commonwealth. This is the in-
stitution that provides the Government milk
supply. This institution is breeding, and has
bred some of the finest strains of milking
cows in the State. The pigs bred at this
institution are known fromt the Gascoyne-
the member for Gascoyne haes some of the
breed-right down to Albany. There is
scarcely a farming man in the House who
does not know of the asylum pigs and these
are to a considerable extent looked after by
the patients. The one charge defeatsa the
other. In one instance the hon. member says
the patients should not he allowed out to
cut wood, and then he says they do not get
enough outdoor work, they are too much con-
fined. In regard to the charge of insuffi-
cient attendants, we can only judge whether
there are sufficient attendants by comparison
with other institutions, and I have here the
figures of three States of the Common-
wealth. The number of attendants, and when
I speak of attendants, I mean those attend-
ing on patients, the nurses, orderlies, and
that class of people -I do not
inelude cooks, tailors, engineers or mechanics
of any description, but attendants on the pa-
tients. In Western Australia the proportion
of attendlants to patients ia.-Males, I to 6.09,
females I to 5.98, average 6.06. New South
Wales, Males 1 to 8.5, females 1 to .69; in
chronic eases I to 12, or a general average u~f
I to 10. Victoria gives the same as a general
average of I per 10. In New South Wales
and South Australia the attendants per pa-
tient are 1 per 10. That means 1 attendant
to 10 patients. In Western Australia it is
one to six. I am not complaining about this.
It stands to reason when it is explained that
it is quite reasonable. We must have a
higher percentage of attendants than
has any other institution of its kind
in the Commonwealth, for we have
adopted the principle of eight hours
work for attendants in the institution
and having adopted that it brings the average
down. Allowing for the fact that our attend-
ants only work eight hours while in other
institutions they work 10 or more, we still
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have as many attendants per patient as the
other institutions of Australia. I think, if
we can show that, we are showing that the
present Government and previous Govern-
ments have not neglected this institution. I
think 1 am right in aying that the Beaddan
Government introduced the eight hours prin-
riple in this institution and the present Gov-
ernment are following that principle; they
have not atteimpted, nor do they desire to de-
part from it. It is perfectly true that we are
short of meditcal officers. There is a shortage
in this direction throughout the world. All
the allied countries are short of medical offi-
cers, and I hope that Germany is also short
of them. We are short of one or two men,
and at the Perth Public Hospital we are short
(if considerably more than that. This is a
lIo~ition whitoh cannot be overcome until we
have overvome the Kaiser, It is no use corn-
plaining. We have to do the best we can with
the medical officers we have on hand. There
are many parts of the State which are without
medical assistance at all, and will have to re-
main without that assistance. I am sure that
this institution will be short of medical officers
until the war is over, as will also the Perth
Public Hospital. The member for Fremantle
(Mr. .Jones), when bringing forward this mo-
tion, said that he was only quoting a few of
the complaits and that there were many more
he could bring forward. I propose to go
through some of the complaints which have
been made by a committee which visited the
institution, and reported, I think, to the Met-
ropolitan Council of the AL.F, and later
waited as a deputation upon the Colonial Sec-
retary. The Union concerned, that is, the
union of attendants at the hospital, was never
consulted in regard to this committee, and did
niot agree with a great majority of the state-
ments made by that committee.

Mr. Jones: I will dleal with -that presently.

Hon. Ri. N. UNDERWVOOD (Honorary Mfin-
ister) : The secretary of the union caused that
!tatemient to be published. It will he found, by
anyone who goes through these complaints,
that they are confined almost Folely to the
inatters I have mentioned, that is, the insuf-
ficiency of attendants and overcrowding. The
first complaint they put up was under the
heading ''Hospital Ward'"-

In this ward there are approximately 50
beds and only oae mao is in charge during
the night. On some occasions 20 or 3O
patients may he bad cases at various stages
of insanity, and the nature of their cases
may he such that they require frequent
changing. The attendant may also have to
apply dressings to about half-a-dlozen dur-
ing the night. Included among the pa-
teints in the hospital may be several pa-
tients uinder various forms of restraint with
a few suicidal eases and escapees thrown in.

Not an alluring proposition for the attendant.
At times the attendants on night duty in
the hospital have to attend to inmates suf-
fering front various forms of foul and loath-
some disease. The attendants arc not al-
lowed, under any circumstances, to leave
the ward, and as there are no conveniences
provided for washing themselves, the atten-

dants have to carry the germs of contagion,
and risk contracting some awful disease.

The reply is--
It is correct that there are about 50

beds in this ward with one man in charge.
On no occasion can I recall where 20 or
30 patiena required rchanging during the
night. To apply half a dozen dressings dur-
ing a shift of eight hours can hardly be
described as excessive work. The statement
of attending inmates suffering from various
forms of foul and loathsome disease is
grossly incorrect, There has been only one
unpleasant dressing in this ward in the last

four years, and that was a man who even-
tually died from cancer of the face. If the
attendants should not do this who on earth
are to do it?

I want to ask, who w~ould do this? We cannot
prevent cancer, for if we could, we would, If
there is a patient suffering fromt cancer sonmc-
one has to dress that patient, and if the at-
tendant does not who would do so?

Mr. Jones: What they complain of is that
they cannot use anti-septic, washing.

Hlon. R, H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary 'Min-
later):; It will come to that. The reply goes
on-

The statement that there are no convenien-
ces provided for washing is untrue, as
in the hospital ward a basin, jug and soap
are provided, as well as a cupboard, of
which the attendant holds the key, contain-
ing all the modern antiseptics.

And that seems to he what would happen.
It is quite natural that such a basin should
be there, and as a matter of positive fact it
is there, and the attendant can wash his hands
as often as he likes.

I might add that if any attendant has con-
tracted any "awful disease'' he certainly
has not got it in this institution. Further,
I am not aware of any attendant having
contracted any "awful disease" from his
duty here.

Thea we come to the second complaint,
"Forms of restraint.")

The methods adlopted in the hospital of
placing patients uinder restraint are nt of
dlate and obsolete, and should be abolished.
When visiting the hospital we saw men un-
der restraint with their ankles tied with a
piece of sheeting. Tt is said that this sheet-
ing has been torn on severel occasions by
the violent patients. Proper appliances
should be provided f or placing inmates un-
der restraint.
Mr. Smith:- What do they want, wire?
Hon. 'R. IT, UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-

ister) : The reply is-
If a patient requires to be restrained-

Bear in mnind he has to be restrained.
We endeavour first to effect this by placing
a sheet across his chest, under his arms, and
fixing that to the head of the bed, a 'clove
hitch of the sheet is placed on his ankles
and attached to the foot of the bed. I
know of no more humane and comfortable
means of restraint than this method. It is
certainly much more comfortable and cool
for the patient than a straight jacket, the
latter being used only as a last resort.
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I ask, do the committee require chains to be
used? Could there be anything more soft or
less likely to injure than a sheet?

'Mr. Teesdale: Certainly not.
lion. R. 11. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-

ister): You, Sir, knew what a, clove hitch is,
and how it holds, and that it is the easiest
knot for relaxing. As a matter of fact I canl-
not t-onceive of any better method of restraint
than a sheet across the chest and a sheet round
the ankles, with a clove hitch round the legs
and tied at the bottom of the bed. Of course
sheets have been torn; it is quite possible they
have wornt out. When the hon. member is re-
plying lperhlaps he will tell us what other
methods he would use, or what other material,
always bearing in mind that these patients
who are restrained have to be restrained owing
to the dreadful disease from which they suffer.
Again, it is said that all hot water in the in-
stitution is turned off at six p.m., after which
time it is impossible to procure hot water in
any quantity. Let me point out to hion. mem-
bers that these complaints are really trivial,
absolutely trivial. That the hot water is turned
off at six p.m. is true; but it would be unrea-
sonable to keep a large boiler going as well as
a calorificator working in order to supply ithe
few attendants who might wish to wash their
hands dluring the night. Hot water in ny
quantity necessary can be obtained every hour
by being brought to the wards by the rounds-
men. That, surely, is sufficient. I think the
House wvili agree that it is suffcient. I do not
consider it necessary, and I do not believe a
Roy- al Commission would consider it necessary,
to keep the hot water supply un night and day.

M.%r. Jonies: I did not use that part, you
know.

lion. R, H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): No. It is the committee put this up.
The member for Fremantle said, "I have
given the House a few instances; I could give
many iuore.'I' But I have to look for them all.
if I had only to dleal with the few that were
given by the member for Fremantle, there
would be nothing more for me to answer.
Those few I have answered already. 'What I
am now doing is to answer the instances put
up by the committee that went to the hospital
in order to find if they possibly could, any.
thing wrong in it. Here is something more
from that committee 's report-

Deaths in hospital. If an inmate of the
hospital dies during the night, he has to be
laid out and washed by one of the attend-
ants who is on duty in the ward. When a
patient dlies, a screen is placed round him
to hide hint from the other patients while
he is being washed and dressed. During the

e riod that the attendant is attending to the
defadl body, none of the patients in the ward
are under observation, and it would be a
~-iniimle matter for an inmate to either es-
cape, or attack an attendant.

With regard to escaping, I have to state that
if an inmate did escape from that ward there
would be another door to get through in an-
other ward. As for attacks on the attendant,
there has not been an attendant killed since
the institution was opened, nor one seriously
injured.

Mr. Jones: But you do not want to wait
until ain attendant has been killed, do you?

Hon. R. H. 'UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister) ;The laying out of the dlead body is
not specially an immediate duty, It can very
well be left, and is left, until the roundaman
arrives on the scene; and the roundsman comes
every hour. in the event of the work of lay-
ing out being urgent, there is an attendant
sleeping in thle ward, who may be called. No
case is known where there was any necessity
for this step being taken. The next complaint
refers to the overcrowded state of the institu-
tion. That is admitted, and we do not require
a Royal Commission to find out whether it is
true. Regarding assistance in the hospital
wards, the committee stated-

At the present time an iomate is provided
in the hospital ward at night to be onl hand
if the attendant requires help in the event
of being attacked by an inmate. This shows
the authorities recognise that assistance is
required in the ward at night, but their
reasons for putting a lunatic there as an :ks-
sistant will be very interesting to know,

The Inspector General of the Insane replies
that the statement is untrue, that patients
have not been put there as assistants. Again,
regarding the hospital ward the committee re-
port-

In this ward there are practically 50 beds,
and only one man is itiL charge during the
night. On some occasions 20 or .30 of the
patients may, be bed cases in various stages
of insanity, and the nature of their cases
may be such that they require frequent
changing. The attendant uiay also have to
apply dressings to about hair-a-dozen during
the night. Included amiong the patients in
the hospitals may be several tinder various
forms of restraint, with a few suicidal cases
and escapees thrown in.

Regarding No. 2 ward, it is stated by the coni-
iniittee that in this ward there are 130 patients,
about 60 of thenm being in anl observation ward
uinder one attendant, and that in this observa-
tion ward there are over 50 beds and four
cells; that the ward is so over-crowded that
the beds in somne cases are not more than six
inches apart; that the patients in this wvard
aire suffering fromn various forms of mental
disorder, including among them patients of
homicidal and suicidal1 tendencies. The Inspec-
tor General 'a reply is that tile Committee's
statenments oiL this ward are'correct; that the
observation ward contains ahout 50 beds and
also four single rooms; it is not dlenied that
the ward is over-crowded, but it is denied that
the ox-er-crowding is to the degree stated by
thle committee, of the beds being only six inches
apart. At each end of the ward there is an
attendant's bedroom, with an attendant sleep-
ing there. In the event of emergency, all that
the officer on duty would have t6 do wonuld he
either to tap on the bedroom window, whi,-h
opens to the ward, or call out, and hie would
get assistance. Fuirther, there is no occasion
for himn to leave the ward to call for assistance,
if such is required, since the telephone is placed
in a handy position in the passage lehdina from
the wa~rd. There is another similar statement
about the observation ward, with which T do
not propose to trouble the House. As T hove
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said, hon. members can refer to these papers,
which will be laid upon the Table. With re-
spect to No. 4 ward the committee report that
it contains about 61 beds and also seven cells,
and that only one man is in charge at night.
The patients in this ward, the committee re-
port, are suffering from various mental dis-
orders, and include epileptics, imbeciles, idiots,
and sufferers from senile decay, and general
paralysis. It is also asserted that among the
patients in this ward are some very dangerous
case;, requiring constant observation. Again,
it is said that many of the inmates in this
ward need frequent changing at nigbt, thus
necessitating the performance by the attendant
of some very dirty and disagreeable tasks,
whilst he is unable to leave the ward until
relief arrives. No washing facilities being pro-
v-ided in the ward, the attendant, it is stated,
frequently has to wait a considerable time
before he is able to wash the filth off himself.
The reply is that this ward contains no danger-
ous patients, and that, if it dlid, there is an
attendant sleeping immediately over the ward.
It is true that a number of the patients in
this ward are dirty; but as regards washing
facilities the same remarks apply here as in
other wards, I do not know whether it is
necessary for me to go further with these
charges and the replies to them. The whole of
the complaints are, as I have said, summed up
in the two statements that the number of at-
tendants is insufficient and that the institution
is over-crowded. Every statement made by the
committee has been answered, as hon. members
can verify for themselves by paying a visit
to the institution and having a look round it.
We arc told by the committee that emergency
men are needed, and various other things; but
we have to hear in mind that the Claremont in-
stitution has more attendants in proportion
to the number of patie 'nts than has any other
institutionT of the kind in the Commonwealth
of Australia. I feel absolutely confident that
when hon. members have gone through the
files they will say that no inquiry is warranted
so far as the Hospital for the Insane is con-
cerned. The expense of such an inquiry Would
represent a sheer waste of money. We come
now to what is known as the Andinach ease.
The member for Fremantle, in introducing
this phase of his complaint, said that he de-
sirbed to know what and who were responsible
for the death of Francis Andinach. I do
not know whether the hon. member desires
that a Royal Commission should inquire into
the question whether an attendant at the
Perth Public Hospital, or a member of the
rolice Force, was responsible for the death.
It seems to me it would he rather a new pro-
vedure to appoint a Royal Commission to in-
quire into who was responsible for the deoath
of some mn. Ainyhow. so far as Andinach
ist concerned the first thing we hnve on the
file is a report from Dr. Martell, who says:-

In reference to your request re the And-
inach casie I have much pleasure in sub-
n~tting the following for your informna-
tion. As nearly as T can remember on
the morning of the 16th May last I re-
ceived a telephone call at about 7.30 to
go to the Madrid Coffee Palace. in figh
Street. Fremantle. to see Francis Andin-

ach, whom they considered was insane.
Owing to electrical troubles I could not get
my car to start, and after wasting some
time I proceeded on foot to the Mladrid
Coffee Palate. On making inquiries I
found that the patient had been removed
by the police to the lock-up. On asking
the reason for this sudden action when
they had sent for me I was told by a young
lad (who I was given to understand was
his son) and another man, apparently
about 30 years of age, that Andinaebh had
become so violent that they were afraidl
hie would seriously harm himself, and that
in order to protect him against himst'lf
they had sent for the police to rein,"
him. I was also informed that they hadl
had trouble with him all night, and that
for some hours he had been "knot-kinig
himself about,'' and that they had sent
for me because he had become so violent.

7 desire to call attention to this report and
also one or two others in views of the fact
that efforts are? being made to blame a hos9-
pital or an asylum attendant for Andinaeh 's
death. Dr. Martell goes on to say-

When T heard this, I passed the remark
that under the ci rcu istances, and especi-
ally as the people had sent for a medical
practitioner the police, for their own pro-
tection, should have waited and had the
patient examined.

The next report on the file with reference to
Andinaeh deals with his arrival at the Perth
Public Hospital. Dr. Barker, Chief Resident
M, edical Officer, states-

In reply to your questions re ex-patient
Andinach, (a) Did the patient receive
adequate medical attention and examina-
tion during the time he was in the insti-
tuttion, and (b) before he received injuries
on May 2NMth I beg to state this patient
was admitted at 5 p.m. on 18/5/18 on a
charge of unsound mind. lIe was ob-
viously suffering from acute mania, being
vecry violent and singing songs in a foreign
tongue. The attendant Dundas. placed him
in the padded cell and T did not see him
until night time when the night attendant,
Mc00owan, was on duty. and as the man
was quiet at that time, I did not open the
door of the cell, but put the patient on
Unust. Pot- Brom. with cbloral. The next
morning he was again violent, and as soon
as the attendant opened the door he madle
a rush at me, but the attendant quietened
him and he then burst forth into more
singing *interspersed with some violent
talk and ordering mec out. The next day
it was the same, always being very,
troublesome, and his voice was much
hoarser, and T expressed the opinion
to Dr. Clement that the man would
die of exhaustion from acute mania. You
might ask why the man was not sent to
Claremont earlier. The reason for th is
was that Mrs. Andinach came up to see
ni, and she asked me not to send the pati-
eat to Claremont if I could possibly avoid
it. andi T promised her that T would CD
what I could. At that time T thought
drink might account for his behaviour,
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but she said that although he might have
had some, she did not think ha had had
enough to bring him into that condition,
or words to that effect. As to adequate
medical examination, I do not quite un-
derstand what this comprehends, but I
might point out that the man was sent in
for mental observation and one could do
this from a distance without any physical
examination being necessary. After he re-
ceived sunch injuries on the 20th, the only
injuries reported to me were a slight
eut over the left eyebrow and contusion
over the right, and those were adequately
explained to me by attendant Eacott
by the slamming of the padded door in
Audinach's face as he was making a wild
dlash at the attendant. When I saw the
man oa the 20th, he shlowed no signs of
other injuries than those ablove, and from
his general appearaknce r dlid not deem it
necessary to go over him (a) because he
always seemed to become more violent
when I showed myself in the ward, and the
attendant remarked on that fact, and (b)
it would have necessitated the employ-
ment of still further force to have got the
man into such a position that I could have
made a further examination, and from the
appearance of the man I did not t'hink it
necessary or wise. From this explanation
I think you will Ol that his medical ex-
amination and the treatment were ade-
quate, always remembering, which critics
seem to lose sight of, that the man was
an acute maniac.

Further on Dr. Barker write--
Did Eacott make an adequate report to me
regarding the injuries deceased had sus-
tained in the struggle? In my opinion,
yes, hut here 17 might state that Eacott
-ommnitted an error of judgment in not
sending for an orderly or orderlies to
assist him before entering the padded cell
to put Andlinach in a strait-jacket. in
my opinion, if the ribs wvere not fractured
on admission, it is possible that the un-
fortunate fracture occurred in this strug-
gle, but there is no evidence to prove it,
and I do not think that Eaeott used uin-
necessary force or was mnalicious in the
exercise of his duties.

After that the patient was sent to the Hospi-
tal for the Insane ait Claremont.

Ho1n. P. Collier: How many days was lie
in the Perth Public Hospital?

Hon. B. HI. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): From the 16th to the 20th. Then Dr.
Moxon reported as follows-

I saw the deceased man, Andinach, at
time time of his admittance walking without
any assistance, together with another
patient who was admitted at the same
time. There was no indication that he was
suffering from serious injuries, otherwise
I should have been sent for, as in my ex-
perience the staff are particularly careful
to notify the medical offiepr immediately
of any signs of illness. 17 first saw And-
mnach professionally onl the morning of the
",1Ft. He was then in a somewhat weak
condition, ty.pical of post-maniacal ex-

haustiou. I ordered him to be kept per-
fectly quiet in bed], and treatment was
directed to combating the exhaustion pre-
sent. In view of (1) thle impossibility of
obtaining any true insight into his medil
state at that time, (2) his mental and phy-
sical exhaustion, (3) the absence of any
indication of serious physical injury or
disease, I postponed a complete mentaL.
and physical examination of the patient
until a more favourable opportunity pre-
sented itself. No improvement being ap-
parent by the 24th, 1 submitted him to a
very thorough physical examination with
a view, if possible, to finding some fur-
ther cause for this. On the 23rd 1 had him
kept absolutely quiet, as I considered it
highly inadvisable to disturb him by a
lengthy examination, in view of his ex-
hausted condition. The results of my ex-
amination on the 24th are fully recorded
in the case book and elsewhere, results
which were confirmed at a further exam-
ination by the Inspector General of the
Insane and myself on the 25th, and sub-
sequently on the post mortem table. There
was no delay in commencing treatment,
which was directed, as already stated, to
overcoming the urgent condition of ex-
haustion present. Regarding the general
question of treatment, in the absence of
severe haomorrhage from the lung, and
often even when this is present, it is, as
you are fully aware, a completely wrong
surgical procedure to attempt any active
local measures. To do this is not merely to
risk, but to invite further injury. A per-
foration of the lung from a fractured rib,
if unaccompanied by pulmonary haemorr-
hage, is not fatal per Re; nd if, as in this
case, haemorrbage be not present, the
majority of the cases progress to complete
reenverey. In Andinach 'a case the deter-
mining factor at this stage was the post-
maniacal exhaustion.

The report goes further, but I will not -weary
hon. members with more of it. It has been
said over and over again that not suifficient
attention was paid to Andinach, that he
should have been examined. Dr. Moron has
explained why he did not examine, and so,
too, has; Dr. Barker.

Hon. P. Collier: Why, because hie was ex-
hausted?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister ): And to have examined him would only
have increased the exhaustion, because force
would have to be used to restrain him during
the examination. This would have done him
harm.

HRon. P. Collier: But he could not have re-
sisted very much, if so completely exhausted.

Hon. P. 11. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): The hon. member does not understand,

Mr. Troy interjeeted-
Hon. Rt H. UN1DERWOOD (Honorary Min-

ister): You shut up.
Mr. Troy. I have.
Hon. B. H. UNhDERWOOD) (Honorary Min-

ister): Well, shut up. What you have to say,
get up and slay it; do not sit there muttering
to yourself. Critics have said that an exam-
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ination should have been made. Let us see
what Dr. Birmingham has to say, a man aip-
pointed visitor to the hospital, one who has
done a good deal of work and who is well
known in Fremantle. Here is his report:-

In connection with the Andinach case 1,
W. P. ]Birmingham, was present at the post
mortem and anm fully convinced that Dr.
MVoron was correct in certifying that the
cause of death was primarily acute mania.
Mly reasons are (1) that the condition of
the brain wvas such as is found in cases that
have died from acute mania; (2) that death
from exhaustion, the result of acute mania,
is by no means uncommon; (3) that the
state of thle lung was not such as would war-
rant the helief that the pnumulonin had
reached the stage of the disease at which
death is likely to occur; (4) and, finally, the
whole course of the ease points to acute
mania, rather than pneumonia, as the pri-
miary cause.
Hon. P. Collier: Who said it was pneu-

monia?
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-

ister): Dr. Williams. I have here the report
of thle visiting committee, who were appointed
under an Act passed by this House. lIt is as
follows-

The other ease was that of Francis Andin-
acli. In this case adverse comment has been
made by persons unacquainted witb the facts,
or unfit to judge those facts correctly, with
reference to the three days' delay in mak-
ing a complete exaMinkation of the patient.
When the patient arrived hie was suffering
from exhaustion, the result of maniacal ex-
citement and restlessness; the patient was
still maniacal, and any attemipt at a com-
plete physical examtination would certainly
have provoked resistance with iore or less
struggling. This would have increased the
exhaustion present and gravely prejudiced
the patient's chances. The one indication
for the manageument of this patient that
stood out clearly was to counteract the phy-
sical exhaustion. To do this rationally one
had to avoid the risk of provoking a strug-
gle, and, hearing this in mind, we are con-
vinced that the course followed was a wise
one and judicious. We think that the ens-
torn of allowing a single attendant to
handle a violent patient, especially when re-
pressive measures have to be employed, is
unwise.

That is signed by S. A. Casson, 'B. H. Darby-
shire, and W. P. Birmingham.

Mr. Jones: But they never saw the patient.
Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-

ister): I do not know whether the hon. mem-
ber is prepared to say that they reported With-
out hating seen the patient. Now we come to
the question of the burial of the deceased.
This, in my opinion, is what caused the out-
cry. In going through the files it will he
found that the Hospital for the Insane at
Claremont comes out of the trouble absolutely
clear, One of the doctors-I forget his name
-reported to the Chief Inspector that this
man had died at about ten o 'clock in the
morning. About 10 o'clock in the morning
he reported to the Chief, who immediately
rang up the Coroner, Mr. Davies, P.M. Mr.

Dlavies was at the time onl the bench. Ile camne
to the telephiomne at the special request of the
doctor and discussed the case with him. The
doctor explained that this "'an had died nd.
that hie had external bruises upon hint, and
that lie knew it was his duty to report the
case to the Coroner. The Coroner asked him
on the telephione-telephone messages are al-
ways unsatisfactory-what in his opinion was
the cause of death, and tile doctor, who at-
tended the case, stated that the cause of death
was acute mania, but that hie had reported the
case because these external bruises were on the
deceased. Mr. Davies said, "Wilt you give a
certificate of death?" and the doctor replied
''Yes." The Coroner then said "That beiug
so, I do not require an inquest.'' The Chief
Inspector proposed that they should make a
pos5t mortein examination themselves, but the
Coroner said, "I do not think that is neces-
sary. Co on." Things then went on. The
deceased was to be buried, his body then being
at Fremntle, I believe. The people of Fre-
mantle, however, said, ''If this man is buried
without an inquiry we are bringing a charge
against the police.'' Inspector tSellenger then
rang up the Coroner, as he should do. Mr.
Davies by that time had received a written
report from Doctor Anderson, and, of course,
stopped the burial. I think members will
agree with me that Mfr. Davies does not come
out of the matter i-cry well, although allow-
ance is made for the fact that he was busy at
the time he was rung up, and that telephone
messages are always unsatisfactory. His first
report did not go to prove that his memory
w-as good, and] when the case was put up
by the chief inspector we find that in his
second report M11r. Davies' mnemory fails in
one or two parts. There is one thing hie en -
tirely overlooked, and that is that it is un-
necessary, and has been unnecessary for the
last year, to report deaths at the hospital, and
thle fact that a report was made should have
shown hint that there were some special cir-
cumnstances in the ease. Ordinarily, when
people die at the hospital at Claremont, they
are buried without reference to the Coroner.

lio1n. P. Collier: On the certificate of the
doctor at the hospital?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Mfin-
ister):. Yes,

Hon. P. Collier: That seemns to be unilesir-
aible.

Hon. R. Hf. UNDERWOOD (H1onorary
Minister) : As shown on the file, it was
customary for many years' to report all
deaths. Theo clerk of petty sessions then
calledl the attention of the chief inspector
to the fact that it was not necessary
either under the Act or the regulations to fol-
low such a course. The feet, however, that
this ease was reported to Mfr. Davies should
have been sufficient to show himn that it ns
not an ordinary ease. When lhe found Tnspee-
tor Sellenger taking a hand in it he became
pretty active. I think the member for Boulder
will admit, if hie peruses these files, that the
institution did all that was possible in the
imatter. The doctors there saw bruises on the
manl when he was admitted. Hie died, and
theyv reported the case because of the hruises
on the body, notwithstanding the fact that Dr,

446



j25 SEPTEMBER, 191S.1 4

Bentley was prepared to give a certificate of
death, and actually did so. The coroner, how-
ever, said -6o on. l do not require an in-
quet'' They went on Until Inspector Sellen-
ger came into the ease. The hospital for the
insane at Claremont is in mny opinion absolutely
cleared b~y the papers, which I shall presently
lay upon the Table. In regard to the question
of an inquiry, it has been said that the hospital
is all right and that an inquiry could do no
harm. I amn quite prepared to assert that an
inquiry could do no harm sq far as the hospital
for the insane at Claremnont is concerned.
Tlhese files prove that statement. [ have never
endeavoured to shield any public servant if
[ thought he was in the wrong. The Colonial
Secretary has done his best to ascertain the
full facts of the ease. The cost of a Royal
Commission would be pretty coiwsiderable. The
cost of such an inquiry would provide one or
two extra attendants, and some necessary fur-
niture, but that is not all. An inquiry of this
description has a most unsettling effect upon
the 'patients , thenselves. It has a worrying
effect upon the medical officers, not only at
Claremont but at the Perth Public Hospital.
It interferes with tine general working of the
staff and of the medical officers.

Haon. P. Collier: You would not urge that
any of these reasons were good] grounds for
not holding an inquiry?

Ron, R. H1. UNDEJRWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister); I am trying to combat the statement
that if everything is all right an inquiry will
do no harm. I say that everything is all
right.

Hon. P. Collier: Then aa. inquiry is not
wanted.

Hon. R, ]E. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): I claim that an inquiry is not wanted,
and that it is unnecessary. It may be inter-
eating for hion. members to note the action
taken by the Colonial Secretary. The verdict
of the jury is that Andinach came to his death
bVy injuries receive-d at the Perth Public Hos-
pitaL.

Rion. P. Collier:, They disagreed with Dr.
Birmingham!

lion. R. 11. UTNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister) : The Colonial Secretary says-

Since tine verdict of the jury iii this ease
tasy imply censure on certain institutions
under the control of this department, I have:
carefully peruse] the inquisition papers and
desire that full inquiry should he made and
reports submitted to me on the following
points: 1. Perth Public Hospital-Ca) DidI
the deceased receive adequate medlical ex-
arnimation sndi treatment during the time he
was in this institution (1) before he re-
civedl injuries on May 20 and (2) after he
received snch injuries? (b) Is the observa-
tion ward at the Perth Public Hospital, front
the points of view of accommodation, equip-
ment, and staffing, adequate for the purpose
it has to serve? (e) Did attendant Encott,
according to his own evidence and the known
facts of the case use unnecessary violence?
(d) Did be act properly in attempting to
put the strait-jacket on by himself, in-
stead of calling for assistance? (e) Did
be make an adequate report to the R.M.O.
regarding the injuries the deeasedI had susq-

tained in the struggle? (f) Was his evi-
dence at the inquest candid and satiesatory?
Claremont Hospital for the Insane--Ca)
What is the explanation of the evidence
that although deceased on his admission on
May 21st was obviously suffering from
recently received injuries he was not
thoroughly medically examined until the
24th ? (In this connection I think it should
he understood that the subsequently ascer-
tained fact that no treatment could have
been of any avail, cannot be regarded in
any way as excusing delay in treatment.)
(b) Is it customary or proper for a doctor
to give a certificate of death wheat such
death has been caused, or contributed to,
by injuries of which he does not know tho
origin? (c) Was Dr. 3 toxon justified in
giving a certificate of death in this ease?
(d) Was the result of the telephonic. com-

munication between the Inspector General
of the Insane and the Coroner to issue a
certifcate of death and to allow the burial
to proceed, or was it a request from the
Coroner for a written report on which he
would base his decision as to whether or
not an inquest was necessary? Messen-
gers' Exchange-A complete history of the
written report of the Inspector General of
the Insane whilst it was in the hands of the
Messengers' Exchange.

Those are the questions on which the Co-
lonial Secretary desired information. The
information has been supplied, and the Co-
lonial Secretary is satisfied. I have read the
explanation, and I can say that I am satis-
fied. There is one other minute from the
Colonial Secretary, to the Under Secretary,
which T might read to the House-

As this file is likely to be called for in
Parliament, I shall be glad if you will go
through it and see that it contains every-
thing bearing on the case. If there are
other files with anything in reference to
the case, please have them placed on this
-file.

Raving gone through all the ifies myself, I
rim satisfied that a Royal Commission would
not elicit more than is on them. I do not
know where or how a Royal Commission
c-ould possibly obtain further evidence.

Ifon. 11. ('oilier: Except in this respect,
that if those who wrote the replorts gave
evidence they would have to submit to cross-
exanminatiun; and being cross-examined is a
different thing from writing a report.

Hon. R. H., UNDERWOOD CHonborary Min-
ister): Exactly; they would have to su~nmit
to cross-examination. I am not prepiared to
say' that Cross-examination is altogether ef-
fective, either. However, the Attorney
General may be able to deal with that as-
pect of the subject. Broadly, a Royal Comn-
mission would not be able to obtain other
information than already appears on the
files. I ask the House to consider the contents
of these files, and when hion. members have
done so T think they will recognise that in
this ease further inquiry is not warranted.

On motion by Mr. Brown debate adjourned.

House adjourned 11.25 p.m.
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